APRIL 2008 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 

April 6 – Rev. Frances Manly –Justice Sunday 2008 — "Who Pays the Price?"

The war in Iraq has drained this nation's resources, created a humanitarian crisis in Iraq, and left a multitude of needs at home unmet.  In honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and observing the 40th anniversary of his assassination, we work to restore justice for the people of the USA and for the people of Iraq. Today's worship service and UUSC's Simple Steps for Justice will empower each of us to educate, act, and speak out.

April 13 – Chris Barry  "Unitarian Universalism - A Hero's Journey"
 
Questioning the values we were raised with—changing those values and the direction of our life—challenges us to live out the twentieth century "Hero's Journey". When you join us this Sunday you'll find that a hero isn't always lauded and praised for acts of overt bravery that myths are made of.

April 20 – Rev. Frances Manly "Singing the Journey"

Music, and especially singing together, can take us to places that mere spoken words can never reach. This is our annual Music Sunday, when we sing and sing until the songs begin to sing us.  No talent required, just a love of singing and a willingness to let go a little.  If you have a favorite song—one that you really enjoy singing—that you'd like to see included, please let Rev. Frances know by April 13.  This is a service for all ages.

April 27 – Rev. Donald Reidell "Cocktails for Two"

As an observer of the Social Scene, I wish to present my own satirical view of the sociology of alcohol.
~~~~
Book Group
 

The BOOK GROUP is reading In the Company of the Courtesan by Sarah Dunant for their Tuesday, April 8 meeting at 7 PM.  This book is readily available through the NIOGA Library System.

 

President’s Corner
 
Usually in the spring we have a “New Member Ceremony” in which we welcome new people into our congregation.  Sometimes we have several people ready to join and sometime we have just one or two.  Some people wish to join shortly after they begin attending Sunday services and other people support us but do not wish to sign the “Bonds of Fellowship”.  

When we have such a service it is a time for all members to reflect upon what being a member of this church means to them and what it entails.  I do not like the word “should”.  And this is in no way meant to be a guilt inducing recitation but there are actions that can help a church, our church, prosper and survive.  Here are some suggestions:

1) Try to attend Sunday services regularly.  We like to see others joining us at this special time during the week.  It strengthens our bonds to each other.

2) Give of your energy as you are able.  If you can lead a program, cater a coffee hour, develop a new idea, teach a Sunday school class, or serve on the Board, it all helps make and keep us a viable organization.

3) Pledge what you can.  Many UUs are very generous with their donations to social agencies—that, in a sense, is part of our “tithing”.  The church also needs money in order to continue to function.  We need to know the amount of money that we can expect to receive during a year in order to develop a responsible budget.

4) Learn and understand our history and current practices.  This means you are really a part of us and can take pride in talking about YOUR church. 

To long time members, and new initiates, thank you for your support of this institution that is so dear to so many of us.  Let us continue to strive to be the people the world needs!

Betsy
~~~
Request from the Treasurer

Thank you to all for making contributions to our church and our Outreach offerings. 

Occasionally people write checks that are technically incorrect and could lead to difficulties and lots of extra work for the Treasurer. 

Please observe the following practice:

1) Make all checks payable to the church: 
("First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara" - is the proper name but "First UU Niagara" will suffice)

2) Enter the purpose of the check on the memo line (e.g., “Pledge 07/08, Outreach April” and so on).

 
3) If you wish to make a cash donation that is 'attributed' please use an envelope with your name and purpose on it.  You need not write the amount on it.

4) For anyone who wishes to use 'Church Offering' envelopes, these are available for anyone who wishes to make confidential or discrete offerings either by cash or check.  Just ask for a box.

5) The church has established a brokerage account and can accept offerings of securities instruments in lieu of cash for any donation.

Technically only checks made out to the church may be properly deposited to our account - any other use might be construed as fraud or improper movement of funds and attract the attention of Homeland Security. 
Completing the memo line helps the Treasure apply the funds as you wish.

Thanks for your cooperation.


Yvonne Stocker,

Treasurer
716 278-0176
~~~

Pledge Drive

Thank you to the 25 who have returned pledge cards as of March 28.  If you have not received a pledge card/letter, we will be happy to send you one.  

 

At the February board meeting, President Betsy Diachun asked each board member to help get the pledge drive off to a good start by pledging early and considering increasing their pledges.  Board members stepped up to this challenge, including making significant increases in pledges. On March 2, pledge cards were distributed during service. The remainder was mailed.  The response has been encouraging, with over 2/3 of responses including an increase in pledge.  

 

While we are grateful for this response, the total pledged thus far is only slightly more than half of next year's anticipated expenses.  We hope that, once all pledge cards are received, we will be able to continue to carry out our service to the congregation and to the community.

 

Thank you for your support.  

Sincerely,

Ed McGreevy

~~~
Outreach Offering

On April 20, our Outreach Offering will be given to the UU Fellowship of Chautauqua, a nine-week summer fellowship, which has taken on the task of acquiring a denominational house on the grounds of Chautauqua, and is well on the way to closing on a wonderful property at 6 Bliss Ave.  The house, just off the Colonnade, will have the mission of offering affordable lodging to support Chautauqua’s goal of inclusiveness, diversity, and life-long learning.  Unitarian Universalists will have a place to, again, hang the banner and be a more visible denomination in the community.  Liberal religious programming, workshops, dinner meetings, socials, music programs, art exhibits and discussion groups can take place here. The house will also allow UUs and other interfaith groups to hold small services and regional retreats off season in the beautiful, stimulating Chautauqua atmosphere.  The UUs had a denominational house from 1904 until the 1960’s when it was sold by the UUA in a time of denominational distress. The current Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Chautauqua was formed in 1979 with 25 stalwarts, and has been holding services ever since at the Hall of Philosophy during the summer season.  Now with about 170 members and many more friends, the fellowship has an average weekly attendance of 165. The Fellowship continues to have Sunday services at the Hall of Philosophy but should, by the start of the 2009 season, be operating its own well-located denominational house for UU programming and lodging.  Your participation this summer can help make this exciting vision a powerful reality.

St. Lawrence District News

The District’s Annual Assembly will be held on April 25-26 in Owego, New York.  The Assembly is hosted by the Binghamton Congregation.  The theme this year is “Sustainable Earth: A Call to Action” with Rev. Joel Miller, of the Buffalo UU Church, giving the Josephine Gould Discourse.  Activities begin at 6 PM on that Friday evening and end around 5 PM on Saturday.  We have at least one person interested in attending.  If you’re interested or would like more information, please speak with Betsy or Frances.  The Church will cover the registration costs.  If people register by Saturday, April 5, the fee is $60 per person.  After April 5, the fee goes up to $70.

There will be a “Leadership Development for Small Congregations” workshop on Saturday, May 17, from 10 PM to 4 PM at the First Universalist Society of Central Square.  (Central Square is just north of Syracuse.)  This seminar will focus on current and future board members.  Registration deadline is May 1st.  Let Frances or Betsy know if you are interested in attending this training session.  

Search Committee Report

The Search Committee is active and working!  However, they have nothing that can be reported to the congregation at this time.

Just in time for Mothers Day  
Marie Howard (716-745-7149) is taking orders for Roses by the Dozen sponsored by the American Diabetes Association.  Orders and payment deadline is April 25th.  Delivery date is May 9th (the Saturday before Mother's Day).  Order now and you won't have to worry about what to get Mom.  Roses are ONLY $17.00 per dozen!
In the Community

NOAH is holding their 2nd annual Banquet Fundraiser on Thursday, April 24, at 6 PM, at the Conference Center on Old Falls Street.  Tickets are $25.00 per person.  Companies are being asked to take ads out in their program booklet.  Please speak with Marie Howard or Rev. Frances if you want a ticket or can solicit advertising from businesses.

Community Missions is hosting their 6th annual Feet Or Famine Walk held at Whirlpool State Park on Saturday May 3.  Registration starts at 10:30 AM.  Proceeds will benefit their soup kitchen and homeless youth.  See postcard on Community Bulletin Board for details.

Roswell Park is offering an 8-week course called “Questions Grievers Ask – Journeying with the Dying and Bereaved.”  This will be held on Monday evenings from 6 PM to 7:30 PM beginning April 28.  The Church will pick up the $60 fee and various members may attend different sessions – one at a time.  Details are on the Community Bulletin Board.

~~~
Walking Together…

As the days lengthen and it begins to feel as though it’s safe to trust the promise of spring, I can’t help being more and more aware that my time with you is growing shorter.  

 For nearly eleven years now, we have been walking together. I came here newly minted, really a student minister for my first year, though we didn’t choose to call it that.  The congregation had been without a minister for several years, and had had problems with ministry immediately before that.  So we all had some learning to do.  I needed you to nurture me into the fullness of my ministry; you needed me to help you find your way back into a positive and trusting relationship not just with one particular minister but with ministry itself.  Overall, I think we’ve all done pretty well with those challenges, as well as some others we could never have anticipated as our journey together began. 

It’s not yet time to say goodbye, but not too soon to take a look down the road to see what this last stage of our journey might look like.  As I announced about a year ago, my retirement will be effective July 31 of this year. (If all continues to go well with the ministerial search process, you may hope to have a new minister joining you immediately or very soon after that date.)  So there are really two issues: 1) What happens between now and July 31 and 2) What happens after that?
The answer to the second question is straightforward: For about two years after I leave, I need to stay completely away from the congregation.  This is a common understanding of the responsibility of any minister leaving a congregation and, in fact, is a covenantal obligation I have to the minister who follows me.  It can be very hard for a congregation to move on and for a new minister to establish his or her ministry when the former minister hangs around and remains involved with the congregation and its people.  It doesn’t mean that I don’t love you or that I won’t miss you during that time, because I do and I will; but it’s how it has to be.  After that suitable interval, your new minister and I may develop a specific covenant outlining a healthy new relationship between the minister, the congregation, and the retired minister.

The answer to the first question is something we will work out together as we go.  For now, I encourage you to be in touch with me, soon, if you’d like to.  It could be to talk about something you’ve been thinking of for a while and just haven’t got around to bringing up, or it could be about my leaving, or just in general to have a little more quality time together.  If you—or you and a few friends—would like to invite me over for coffee or tea to chat about our time together and our futures apart—or whatever is on your minds— I’d be pleased to accept.  Or we can talk on the phone or visit in my office.  

However we might do it, these next few months are a time for reflecting about past and future and especially for doing our best to take care of any unfinished business.  I hope we can do it intentionally and well, so that when the time comes to part we will be ready to say farewell with love (and no doubt, for some of us, a few tears) and to move on with confidence, anticipation, and grace to what the future brings.
Blessings,    Frances
 ~~~~
The minister is available at the church office by appointment and to visit members, especially those who are ill or unable to travel easily, in their homes.  If you would like to speak with her, or you know of someone who would like a call or a visit, please call her at home, at 837-9230, or e-mail franly@mac.com. She is usually available at church on Thursdays, 10 am – 2, but it's a good idea to call ahead and make sure.
~~~~
Other Articles

ComUUnity

Community…it’s a wonderful thing. I love meeting new people and expanding my circle of friends. I love visiting old friends and hearing about what has been going on in their lives. I love having friends and family come to visit whether it’s for dinner, or a party, or just stopping by for a chat over a cup of coffee. I love it when I can go to church on Sunday morning then hang around afterwards, get to know more people, and get better acquainted with those I already know. I’m usually only able to attend twice a month and I found myself wanting more contact with other Unitarian Universalists. I looked around on the Internet and found a few discussion groups from other areas of the country which I joined. 

We do have an online discussion group, already operating, which is available to all Western New York UUs and their friends. Participation has been very limited.  However, it usually doesn’t take more than 10 seconds to determine whether or not I am interested in what an e-mail has to say. But—the important thing is—I am informed. I have the opportunity to learn about whatever was sent to me. 

Have you ever missed an event that you really would have liked to attend because you didn’t know beforehand that it was happening? Have you ever run into a friend you haven’t seen in a while and learned that someone you cared about had passed away—and wondered why you didn’t hear about it? Or maybe you heard that a friend had given a sermon at another church that you would have really enjoyed hearing? Have you ever heard about something that was going on this Saturday that you just knew a whole bunch of people at church would be interested in—but you didn’t know how to let them all know before you saw them Sunday morning, after the fact? The UUWNY Yahoo Group is an open forum where this type of information can be shared. 

This group is about community. It’s about sharing our joys and concerns. It’s about supporting each other in times of need and celebrating each other’s triumphs. This group is about networking. It’s about pooling our resources and working together to build a better community. It’s about exploring our spirituality, sharing ideas, and learning from each other’s experiences.

Here is how you can join the UUWNY online discussion group: On your computer, in the address bar of your internet browser, type: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/uuwny/
In the upper right, you will see a blue rectangle which says “Join This Group!”…click on it. This will take you to the sign-in page for Yahoo. If you already have a Yahoo account (they are free), just log-in. If you do not have a free Yahoo account, click on the words “Sign Up”. Answer a few questions on the next page, and you’re ready to join the group, just follow the instructions on the screen. Where it shows the e-mail address that will be used for group messages, click on “Add New E-Mail Address” and add the regular e-mail address you use most often. If you have any difficulty in this process, you can e-mail me at markflanders123@gmail.com or call me at 716-481-1294.
I hope you will join us!
Mark Flanders

Moderator of the UUWNY Yahoo Group

 

~~~

Environment & Spirituality at District Assembly
Are you interested in learning about better management of the earth’s resources, what churches can do in the 2008 election, or teaching as a spiritual practice?  How about contemporary worship practices, sustainable living, or civil liberties and the war on terror?  These are only some of the 12 exciting workshops being offered Saturday at District Assembly.  The day’s events will also feature the district annual meeting, a Bridging Ceremony for our senior youth, and child care for those who need it. 
See the District Assembly brochure for a complete description of both days’ activities and a registration form.  Copies of the brochure are being mailed to each congregation and are also available at www.sld.uua.org.

The rates for both registration and lodging increase on April 5, so make your plans now to join your fellow UUs as we learn together, celebrate our values, and enjoy one another’s company at District Assembly.

~~~
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