April 2009 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 
Sunday Services for the Month of April 2009

Regular Services begin at 11:00am

April 5: Teachings from a Buddhist Monastery - Rev. Theresa Kime

What might a ten-day silent meditation retreat at a Buddhist monastery in Nova Scotia teach one?  Come this Sunday to hear what Rev. Terry found out.

After service:  Our “Planning for Growth Team” will give a report in Unity Hall following some time for coffee.  Plan to stay to hear what they learned from the District workshop they attended at the end of March and how this will be applied to our congregation. 

April 12: Lucretius’ Ideas for Today – Professor John Mayer
This first century BCE poet had ideas that we can be very sympathetic to.
April 19: “Celebrating the Web of All Existence,” Rev. Theresa Kime 
Join us to consider the Seventh Principle of our Unitarian Universalist faith, 
“Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.” 
After service:  POTLUCK LUNCHEON.  Please bring a dish to share and enjoy the good company and food!  

April 26: An Answer to Alfie - Rev. Donald Reidell

Is there an answer to our queries of life’s meaning and a purpose within it?
Minister’s Saturday Schedule
Friday, April 3:  6:00 pm:  Board meeting

Saturday, April 4:

      10:30-12:00:  Meet with Personnel team about staff evaluations

      1:30-4:00:  Pastoral calls/visits 

Friday, April 17:  
6:00-8:00 pm Rev. Terry will lead a session for greeter training in Unity Hall Pizza will be served.
Saturday, April 18:  

      10:30-noon:  Meet with Planning for Growth Team 

      Noon-1:00:  Bring a sandwich and join Rev. Terry & others for lunch

      1:00-3:00: Come and join in a conversation of sharing and support
                       for parents having challenging relationships with their adult                    

                       children. 
REV. TERRY HAS NEW EMAIL ADDRESS:  tkime1@verizon.net. 
 
From Your Minister

At the end of March our congregation sent several people to the Small Church Growth workshop in Auburn, NY.  This is the first of several workshops sponsored by the St. Lawrence District in this three-year pilot program on growth that our congregation is participating in.  On April 5th, after the Sunday service, our team will give the congregation a report about what they learned and how they suggest we apply it to our congregation.  Be sure to plan on being present to learn more about this important project.

Also in April, if you are a parent who has a challenging relationship with your adult children, you are invited to come to the Founder’s Room on Saturday, April 18th, from 1:00-3:00 to join in reflection and sharing about ways we understand and work with such situations.  (And perhaps in May we’ll have a conversation for adult children in challenging relationships with their parents, if there is interest.) 

It’s mid-March as I write this.  The rain is blowing against my window and I know there’s still the possibility of snow.  Here’s hoping for a lovely April, maybe even an early Spring, if not in the season, at least in our hearts.

PASTORAL CARE TRAINING TO BE OFFERED AGAIN

Would you like to learn more about how to be a good support to those housebound, sick or hospitalized, or struggling with a particular life issue?  If so, please let Rev. Terry know.  If there are enough folks interested at this time, she will offer again a four-week training on pastoral care.  Class would be offered in May and June.  Several members attended the fall training and have now formed the Caring Circle, reaching out to church members and friends to offer support as needed, and fostering the overall spirit of the congregation.  Folks who attend the training are welcome to join the Caring Circle but there is no obligation to do so.   


Wishing you peace and joy,
Terry
President’s Corner

 
Since we started the search for our new minister and began with our congregational survey we have heard the word Growth! To some it seems we have just been talking and little has happened. It is said that organizing UU’s is much like herding cats! Well I can report to you that our independent thinking and acting members are coming to agreement in which direction we will each move and move together. We have few hands and only when each one of us puts our little bit together will a noticeable result develop.
Let me remind you of some of our recent achievements:

· We have organized ‘Finding your Spiritual Path’ which Rev Terry led and 12 guests joined with 11 of us in Lewiston – it was an interesting event and has stimulated discussion and seems to be attracting members to adult RE!

· We once again hosted the Vagina Monologues with the women of Niagara University.

· We are hosting the Stand Against Racism which appears will attract people from the larger community.

· We have initiated the Caring Circle.

· These are actions where we light the beacon of hope and freedom in our community.

There will be opportunities for all of you to participate in joyful events in the coming weeks – like our Pot Luck Lunches. As Peter said – “We may need to get our house in order but the kitchen is fine!”
Yvonne
Growth Team

Our Growth Team update: 

· Four of us (Peter, Jean, Skeeter and Yvonne) attended the first of the semi annual workshops – this one in Auburn on March 20th & 21st we developed a set of three Goals for the next six months – which are small enough that we can achieve them yet significant enough that we all will have to do some work! 
· Our Goals for the next six months are:
1) Start at least one small group ministry.
2) The Board members will each develop their personal ministry statements with possible extension to the entire congregation.
3) We will facilitate a conversation about how we talk to each other about living our tradition.
· We have had a follow-up meeting on March 28th to discuss how we will implement our first goals
· We have an assignment for the entire congregation: Our group needs a name – something more imaginative and inspiring rather than Growth Team – make suggestions to any Board member or Team member!!
Next Team meetings:


April 18 10:30am-Noon


May 16    1:00pm-3:00pm


June 20   2:00pm-3:30pm

Yvonne
Worship

Your Worship team continues in our efforts to make the Sunday Service a most meaningful and engaging experience for everyone. 
We intend to gather all the proclamations that people have made of their personal belief In This I Believe on the fourth Sunday of each month and to put together a BOOK that will be held in the Sanctuary. We need some help from our members: what should we call the book and what special place in the Sanctuary should we reserve for it? Please speak to any Worship Team Member. 
We are going to try another experiment – a Contemplative Service – a series on a theme of Spring and Regeneration. Our idea is to host a period of quiet for perhaps up to an hour during the week some time on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. We intend to play some (recorded) instrumental music and focus on two or three inspirational readings - poetry to begin with. Please let us know when you might prefer to participate.  We will announce actual dates and times once we clarify what is the best time.  
Do tell us (Yvonne, Ed or Rev Terry) how you feel this is working especially if you have a creative suggestion.

We are planning a LGBT Service for June 7th. There will be a planning meeting with potluck of some kind on Saturday May 2nd.
Yvonne
Book Group
 

Book Discussion Group is Every Second Tuesday of Each Month
The next scheduled is April 14th, 2009.
7:00pm in Unity Hall
Everyone Welcome

April 14th, 2009 at 7 pm in Unity Hall

Five Skies
By Ron Carlson

We will be discussing the novel Five Skies about three men who slowly reveal their different pasts and try to come to terms with their lives. One will succeed; another will fall. This book is deliberate, emotional, and beautifully crafted. 

This is a book about the power of hard, honest work; simple, well-prepared food; and life in the outdoors to repair what ails us. Carlson’s characters are not big talkers; the pages fill with details about using tools, planning a job well, and living in a moment. It’s not exciting, but it’s redemptive. The three characters learn from each other because they are at different stages in life. Darwin Gallegos, an older ranch foreman; Arthur Key, a brawny but bright middle-aged man; and Ronnie Panelli, a wiry young man with a criminal past are joined together by the task of building the ramp for a jump attempt across the Snake River Gorge in Idaho.

There are some ironies at work. Although accidents have been cruel to the three leads, they are working on a ramp that they know will likely result in a tragedy. The laws of nature tell them that the jumper, even if able to make it over the gorge, will break like a twig on landing. This is a work of natural realism, and in the end, nature will take its cruel course.

But this is a book to savor, a wonderful, heartfelt study of three men with terse, yet descriptive, writing. 

Judi

Social
Pot Luck luncheon after Sunday Service on April 19th and June 7th.
Marie
Birthdays

April

 4th – Ruth Padlog

 5th – Marian McAlpine

 6th – Rosemary Sweetman

20th – Peter Diachun

22nd – Yvonne Stocker

29th – Frances Manly

UU News
WNY Cluster
Peter Diachun and Yvonne are continuing to participate in the ‘Preaching by Parishioners Workshops’ in Amherst. This is an inspiring group of people and we all learn a lot! Please think if perhaps next year might be the time when that Sermon in your heart will be ready to leap out!
The Next WYN UU Cluster meeting – to be held on April 9th at the Amherst church - if you would like to attend – lets car pool!
UUA

The St. Lawrence Unitarian Universalist District Assembly April 24-25 Albany, NY Hosted by the First UU Society of Albany – Betsy and Peter Diachun will be attending as our delegates.
Keynote address “The Prize Is … Growing the Beloved Community!” will be given by: Rev. Tom Owen-Towle.
As Unitarian Universalists we pride ourselves on being individual questers, and so we should. However, being a fulfilled person is but a 100% half-truth. Progressive religion, at its finest, demands more of us than rugged independence. It requires that we become builders and sustainers of the Beloved Community, both in our congregations and in the larger society.

Yvonne
GREEN SPACE

Lights Out

We missed announcing this last month and it has passed by – but let us remember for next year “Earth Hour” join millions of people to turn out your lights and enjoy an hour of quiet in the  dark!

March 28, 2009 - 8:30pm 
From an Antarctic research base to the Great Pyramids of Egypt and beyond, the world switched off the lights on Saturday for Earth Hour, dimming skyscrapers, city streets and some of the world's most recognizable monuments for 60 minutes to highlight the threat of climate change.

Time zone by time zone, nearly 4,000 cities and towns in 88 countries joined the event sponsored by the World Wildlife Fund to dim nonessential lights from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Yvonne
Religious Education – Adults

Regular sessions continue on Sunday at 9:45am in the Founders Room – all are welcome. We start discussions with the articles in UU World.
Judi
Social Action

Stand Against Racism
Stand Against Racism is a movement initiated by the YWCAs of Trenton and Princeton, New Jersey in 2008. The goal is to raise awareness that racism still exists in our communities and that it cannot be ignored or tolerated. Our objective is to bring organizations together, who believe like we do, that united we can eliminate racism.  

Anyone who believes in peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all people is invited to stand together for racial justice and be part of this annual event. Please plan to join on April 3rd in front of the Church between 1:00pm and 2:00pm and take a Stand Against Racism. 

Marge
From The Archives Closet

A nice gift arrived recently from Bonnie Soley who relocated to New
Mexico with her husband Bill two years ago. She sent photos taken at the Mardi Gras party and Canvass/pledge drive kickoff in 2004. Many thanks to Bonnie, who was a member of the Board of Trustees and contributed in many ways as a member of this church.

It was possible to caption about 3/4 of the photos, but your help will be needed to complete the job.  We can at least see ourselves as five years younger.

Another, yet happier, photograph of J Allen Johnson:
[image: image1.jpg]
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