August 2008 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 
Sunday Services: 

Regular Services begin at 11:00am

Sept. 7, 2008:  “The Living Waters,” Rev. Theresa Kime

This is the congregation’s annual “water ceremony” service and the official start of a new church year.  Please bring to the service a small amount of water from a place you enjoyed this summer.  It could be from your own backyard or kitchen faucet or from a place you journeyed for adventure or to see loved ones.  As we join these waters together we will consider our life-sustaining connections and the future that we might create together as we draw on them.

Sept. 14, 2008:  “The Cats of Jerusalem” Michelle George

In Jerusalem, free roaming cats mean there are not rats. Here unattached cats are frequently euthanized. How do we know which is the 'right way'?
Sept. 21, 2008: “Finding our Way Together,” Rev. Theresa Kime

We never know where the road of life will take us.  How might our religious community support us through all we encounter in life and how might it encourage us to grow in understanding and joy?

Plan to stay after the service to join in the first of our “Congregational Conversations,” considering our thoughts and feelings about church growth.

Sept. 28, 2008:  “Searching for New Life” Rev. Donald Reidell

How do we go about newness and change?
Oct. 5, 2:00 pm Service of Remembrance and Appreciation  

 All congregations experience loss of members, through member’s deaths, their moving away from the area, disengagement.  It is good to take time as a community to formally acknowledge these losses and express our appreciation for the blessings left behind.

On Sunday, October 5th at 2:00 pm in our sanctuary, we will hold a Service of Remembrance and Appreciation to communally share our thoughts and feelings about members and friends of the congregation who are no longer with us, and offer reflections on what their lives have meant for us and the congregation.  We will honor their memory and gifts and create a place for healing and movement toward a new future.

Please plan to participate in this important event in the life of this congregation.

Minister’s Saturday Schedule:

	Starting
	Ending
	Description

	September 6

	10:00am
	11:00am
	Meet with Board President and Vice President

	11:00am
	Noon
	Meet with Worship Committee

	Noon
	1:15pm
	Bring your sandwich and join Rev. Terry for lunch

	1:30pm
	2:45pm
	Meet with all interested in Children's Religious Education. SLUUD RE Consultant Karen Lobracco will join us.

	2:45pm
	4:00pm
	Meet with all interested in adult Religious Education. SLUUD RE Consultant Karen Lobracco will join us.

	September 20

	10:00
	11:45
	All interested in congregational community involvement -- social justice and service interests, projects, ideas

	Noon
	1:15pm
	Bring your sandwich and join Rev. Terry for lunch

	1:30pm
	…
	Individual appointments as requested

	
	
	Contact Rev. Terry by phone (814) 490.3884 (or leave a message on the church answering machine) or email (revtk79@cs.com-- in subject line please put "NF Saturday appointment") to set up a time.




Pastoral Care Training Offered

Would you like to learn more about how to be a good support to those housebound, sick or hospitalized, or struggling with a particular life issue?  If so, please join Rev. Terry on her Saturday mornings 9:30-Noon for a four-week training on pastoral care (October 4 & 18, November 1 & 15).  Preregistration is necessary so the correct number of handout materials can be prepared, so please register before Oct. 1 by calling the church office and leaving a message of your intent to participate.  Taking the training does not commit you to being on a pastoral care team, though one will be forming after the training for those interested.  To register send a note to Rev Terry Revtk79@cs.com or leave a message on the church answering machine.
Book Group
 

The BOOK GROUP is reading Longitude by Dava Sobel, for their Tuesday, September 9meeting at 7 PM. 

During the great ages of exploration "the longitude problem" was the greatest of scientific challenges. Lacking the ability to determine their longitude, sailors were literally lost at sea as soon as they lost sight of land. Ships ran aground on rocky shores; those traveling well known routes were easy prey to pirates. In 1714, England's Parliament offered a huge reward to anyone whose method of measuring longitude could be proven successful. The scientific establishment -- from Galileo to Sir Isaac Newton -- had mapped the heavens in its certainty of a celestial answer. In stark contrast, one man, John Harrison, dared to imagine a mechanical solution -- a clock that would keep precise time at sea, something no clock had been able to do on land. And the race was on.
This book is readily available through the NIOGA Library System.
Social - Summer Picnics

August 24th - Hosted by Yvonne Stocker

At the Gazebo in Whirlpool State Park - between the church and Niagara University off Robert Moses Parkway

Hotdogs, condiments, beer & pop provided by Yvonne,

Gathering at about noon - food served at 1:00

Bring a dish to pass - no swimming! - Bring your children!

September 7th - Hosted by Marn Weld

Location behind the church (in the garden or in Unity Hall).
Gathering at about noon - food served at 1:00

Bring a dish to pass - no swimming! - Bring your children and your friends!

UU News

On Sunday, August 10, 2008, in a full page advertisement in The New York Times, the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations (UUA) affirmed its commitment to having "our doors and our hearts" remain open following the tragic violence which erupted in Knoxville on July 27.

UUA President William G. Sinkford, noting that "the terrible crime and the inspiring responses have put Unitarian Universalism under an intense media spotlight," invited Unitarian Universalists to help "publicly define who we are and what we stand for." He said, "Now is the time to let the world know that we will continue to stand on the side of love—even, and especially, during these challenging circumstances."

The text, signed by Rev. Sinkford, said, in part, "We will not give in to fear. We will meet hatred with love. We will continue to work for justice. Unitarian Universalists stand on the side of love. We invite you to stand with us."
Overflow Crowd Helps Re-Sanctify Knoxville Church Following Violence August 4, 2008
The minister and congregation of Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church rededicated their sanctuary in an emotional service Sunday morning, one week after a man with a shotgun killed two people attending a service there.

Rev. Chris Buice, the congregation's minister, led the overflow crowd in re-sanctifying the space where board member and usher Greg McKendry and a visitor from the Westside Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, Linda Kraeger, died. Six other people were injured in the attack. 

Rev. Chris Buice offered a homily on the rededication and the strength of the congregation. At the end of his reflection, Buice stood on the spot where the violence began as the congregation once again sang, "Tomorrow" from "Annie" the musical that was being performed when the shooting took place.
UU Niagara News

We had another very successful UUNEX and not only had a large group of visitors but several of them are the editors of their large congregation newsletter and indicated that they would actively spread the idea that UNNEX is a wonderful experience. Thank you to all of you who participated so enthusiastically.
August 1st was the day our new minister officially started with us and August 2nd she led the board in a retreat.

September 7th we begin our new church year with the water ceremony and Rev Terry preaching.

Many people including several of our Canadian friends attended the picnic held at Diachun’s lakeside estate including several who braved the waves and enjoyed swimming.

Remember the next picnic on August 24th at Whirlpool State Park after church – starting about noon – food served at 1:00pm – no swimming this time! Hot dogs, condiments, drinks provided. Bring a dish to pass. 
Outreach Offering

Each year our congregation, on the 3rd Sunday of each month, donates the plate collection to an organization which serves our community or to victims of a disaster.  Ed McGreevy and Janet McKenna have offered to serve on the committee which selects recipients.  Please let Ed know if you would like to work on this committee or if you have suggestions of organizations you wish to be considered to receive the proceeds of our community outreach.

Since the floods in Iowa happened after the June Powerline was published and the outreach collection had already been distributed, the president decided to make a $200 donation on behalf of our congregation to the Prairie Star and Heartland UU Districts.

President’s Corner

 
This year just starting August 1st is a new chapter of our church and a time for hope and excitement. We welcome our new minister Rev Theresa Kime or as we already call her familiarly Rev Terry! 
Our goal this year is GROWTH – just as you all said in the survey – over and over! Growth in all its aspects – in learning, in action and above all in love!

Let us, all together, commit to life in this holy spiritual home which we dedicate to the faith of the free.
Yvonne
 Church Web Site 
I suppose most people consider that a web site is for strangers or visitors, but we are trying to make our web site a place that our members can find out what is going on—to check the date and time of an upcoming service or event in the community or one of our parties! 

It would be great if each of us were to go to our web site - if you are reading this on-line just click the title and then bookmark our site in your browser (make it a favorite place in Internet Explorer).

Why should you do this? There are many reasons. You can:

· introduce yourself and others to our minister (About Our Minister Page)
· review previous Powerline issues any time you wish (Newsletter Page)

· learn another way to green your life and reduce your carbon footprint (Greenspace Page)

· learn what is coming up for this Sunday's service - perhaps invite a friend  (Services Page)

· check the schedule for Ushers or Coffee Time Hosts (Services Page)

· see how we are participating in our community (Community Page)

· encourage others, in the community to find out and attend EVENTS (Book Club, Wine Tasting...) - they are for all! (Events Page)

The Web Site has been a group effort and needs to keep going that way!

What Do YOU need to do?

1) Visit the site!

2) 'Write a letter to the editor' yvonnestocker@gmail.com suggesting ideas and content.

Yvonne
GREEN SPACE

Economic pressure creates pain and inspires creativity!!!

Do you think you can reduce your auto fuel consumption by 1/3 or more? Well you can! The main ingredient is you—the driver—well, more accurately, your attitude!
What is hypermiling?  

According to a fantastic story in the Washington Post, it is a method of increasing your car's gas mileage by making skillful changes in the way you drive, allowing you to save gas and thereby have an easier time withstanding rising gas prices.

Hypermiling : Six steps to decrease your fuel consumption

· 1st: (most important): Know what you are doing - record your gas mileage. 

· 2nd: Do you drive aggressively and not know it?

· 3rd: How long are you sitting still at red lights?

· 4th: Keep moving in traffic congestion

· 5th: Slowly accelerate after stops

· 6th: Your cruise control saves gas (but not the way you might think) 

Learn more

Read about it - What is Hypermiling?    

Watch Video clips:  

  CBC National News segment on Hypermiling       
  Listen to Randal a hypermiler who gets over 120 mpg           

  How to be a hypermiler 
Yvonne
Fund Raisers
Many thanks to Skeeter Tower and Ed McGreevy who lead the effort once again and organized the Yard Sale on June 7-8 raising $1609 to benefit our church.  

This year Marie Howard stepped up and carried much of the administrative load in communicating with our prospective guests. Together with Peter Diachun, Marn Weld and many helpers we had a successful UUNEX once again and raised $7367 for our church. 
Write in your calendar next year’s event UUNEX09 - July 19-22, 2009..
In the Community

"NOAH Takes on Health Care Issues"

In recent months NOAH has taken on an even broader issue: health care!

· Issue Assembly Thursday, August 21st  at 7:00PM

laying out the vision of NOAH for the coming year

· Citizenship Sabbath Sunday, September 21st 
· member congregations to have voter registration materials after services 

· Candidates forum some time late September or early October 
(likely October 6th)

· NOAH will be holding its 3rd Annual Public Meeting on October 19th 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2008
HOLY MONTH OF RAMADAN BEGINS
Month long time of fasting by Muslims
Religious Education – Children
We are very excited about the upcoming year.  The children will be learning about many different religions and cultures this year. They will be learning about Pagan traditions through out the year and Wiccan holidays. We want to continue their instruction in Yoga. Many religions/cultures use beads in worship and meditation. Alexandra will be leading the classes involving the uses of beads.

 

Erica and Ed

Religious Education – Adults
Regular sessions begin the Sunday after Columbus Day (October 13). 

Please participate in the planning discussion on September 20 in the Founders Room at 11:00am.
Judi
From The Archives
TIME FLIES

Erica Kopp kindly gave a pile of Religious Education photographs to the archives. Covering three years, they depict children growing up even in that short span of time and serve as a record of the church's youngsters.

Topping it off, she wrote dates and identities on the back of the pictures.

Time does fly. People move on. Even five years bring changes and transformations.

That's why we ask for any old photos of church activities from back when to add to the files. Even better are captioned and dated photos, because, since time flies, newcomers to the church cannot identify people in the pictures.

Thank you, Erica. All those photos will fill a whole scrapbook.
Janet
Hearing System
A reminder for anyone who may have difficulty hearing during church service: The church sanctuary is equipped with an inductive loop assistive listening system.  Anyone who uses a hearing aid can turn the aid to its telecoil or T-switch setting.  This will enable you to access all the microphones without background noise or echoes.

If you don’t know whether your hearing aid is equipped with a telecoil, inspect the volume control and look for a setting marked “T”.  If you cannot find one, perhaps a visit to your audiologist is in order.  Telecoils facilitate hearing on the telephone and with many assistive listening systems.  

Receivers can be borrowed from the table in the Narthex for amplification for those who do not use hearing aids.  

Look for the “deaf” symbol—an ear with a slash through it—for places equipped with assistive listening systems.  

It is estimated that over 31 million Americans of all ages have some degree of hearing loss; some of them are in our church. As a courtesy all speakers should speak into the microphones when addressing the congregation (be lick a Rock Star kiss the mic!

From Your Minister:

We’re off to a great start!  Commitment, honesty, creativity, and enthusiasm were the cornerstones of the Board’s day-long retreat in August, where dreams were shared about the congregation’s future and direction set for this new church year.  It was a delight to work with the Board in this process and our day set a good tone of promise for the year ahead.

There will be ample opportunity for member engagement this year in the congregational goal of growth, provided through “Congregational Conversations” held after Sunday services.  We will be processing our thoughts and feelings about it, educating ourselves about what we might expect as we grow, brainstorming ways the church might be more welcoming, and nurturing the passion of each member to do what they feel most drawn to do in support of this.

It looks to be an exciting year, where we can all learn-- about ourselves, about each other, about our faith, and about how we can support this congregation to continue being the beacon of progressive spirituality it is in Niagara Falls.

Wishing you peace and joy,

Terry
From the Board 
The Board met for its annual retreat to consider the question “As a church where will we go in 2008-2009?”
We set our goal: growth in all its aspects: education, feelings, things to do.
Reflections on the day:

· It was a religious experience.

· The set of seven candles - we lit one at the end of each phase which served to keep focus and help provide an anchor for patience.

· We all participated and shared dreams and hopes in a serious way with fun mixed in.

· It was a useful day.

· It is always good to have the opportunity to listen to those one will be working with.  

· I left with a very positive feeling about the coming year.

· The atmosphere was wonderful - the way Terry directed things.

· We talked about people who we are grieving - this stirred personal thoughts.

· It was a serious time and things went nicely.

· I was profoundly stirred - I give thanks for each day and the ability to do as much as I can with it.

· I am proud of the Board members who have true interest in our church.

· The most notable part in my opinion was the response to Rev. Teri's question about issues that might have divided the congregation:  

of course the Peter Labosky issue still provokes strong feelings as we saw from the ensuing discussion.

· Lighting candles was an interesting thing as were our thoughts on our qualities and inspirations.

· I have to say I thought the retreat went well. 

· We narrowed in how we want to move forward this year. 

· Terry kept us on track and focused. 

· From looking at personal goals and dreams and developing into the goals and dreams of our church - we found the areas we want to work on. 

· At the end of the day I felt inspired and excited, but a little overwhelmed.
· We began our gathering by each giving a short talk about a childhood dream that has come true followed by a dream we have for our congregation.

· Using the information from the survey we discussed where our church is going from here; of course growth was very high on our list of priorities.

· We came up with lots of ideas about how to make our church more welcoming such as an open house, a welcoming table, visitor’s books requiring name, address etc. 

· There was discussion about the barriers that we can change such as fixing the front door, and front garden, making the Narthex more attractive. 

· We each bring one new person to the church this year.

· Rev Terry will lead some 'after service conversations' with all congregation members to help identify activities and participants in support of our goal. 

· She will lead a service of reconciliation and healing for all our fairly recent losses.

· Janet offered to go to the local newspapers with the news of our arriving minister and an invitation to all to come and hear her. 

· In closing all board members used a word that came to mind after our retreat: I remember, excitement, renewal and others of a positive sentiment.
· We’re off to a great start!  

· Commitment, honesty, creativity, and enthusiasm were the cornerstones of the Board’s day-long retreat where dreams were shared about the future. 

· We set the direction for this new church year.  

· It was a delight to work with all the Board and our day set a good tone of promise for the year ahead.

Yvonne
Schedules:

Bothe the Schedules for the Ushers and Coffee Time are included below. As is our custom if you cannot make an assigned Sunday please arrange a swap with someone else.

A copy of the Coffee Time Schedule is posted in the Kitchen and both are posted in the Founders Room beside the computer. Both will be available on the Services page http://firstuunf.org/services.html on our web site.

	
	Usher Schedule 2008-2009

	
	September
	
	February
	

	
	7
	Ed McGreevy
	1
	Ed McGeevy

	
	14
	Karen Labowsky
	8
	Karen Labowsky

	
	21
	Peter Diachun
	15
	Peter Diachun

	
	28
	Jeanne Aydelotte
	22
	Jeanne Aydelotte

	
	
	
	
	

	
	October
	
	March
	

	
	5
	Skeeter Tower 
	1
	Gary McCunn

	
	12
	Gary McCunn
	8
	Skeeter Tower 

	
	19
	Marge Gillies
	15
	Marge Gillies

	
	26
	Joe Padlog
	22
	Joe Padlog

	
	
	
	29
	Lori Zaremski

	
	November
	
	
	

	
	2
	Lori Zaremski
	April
	

	
	9
	Ed Tormay
	5
	Ed Tormay

	
	16
	Angela Flower
	12
	Peter Nimkoff

	
	23
	Norm Rowlinson
	19
	Norm Rowlinson

	
	30
	Peter Nimkoff
	26
	Susan Diachun

	
	
	
	
	

	
	December
	
	May
	

	
	7
	Susan Diachun
	2
	Angela Flower

	
	14
	Betsy Diachun
	10
	Betsy Diachun

	
	21
	Joy Rowlinson
	17
	Joy Rowlinson

	
	24
	 Erica Kopp
	24
	Yvonne Stocker

	
	28
	Carole Manson
	31
	Marie Howard 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	January
	
	
	

	
	4
	Yvonne Stocker
	June
	

	
	11
	Jean Speck
	7
	Jean Speck

	
	18
	Rob Howard
	14
	 Rob Howard

	
	25
	Marie Howard
	21
	Sagan Maluma 

	
	
	
	28
	Summer services begin


	
	Coffee Time Schedule 2008-2009

	
	September
	
	February
	

	
	7

	Carole Manson &
 Marn Weld
	1

	Tina Deakyne & 
Andrea Galey

	
	14

	Judi Bongiovanni & 
Jeanne Aydelotte
	8


	Trish & 
Tom Bateson

	
	21

	Teresa Labuszewski & 
Pat Loretto
	15

	Ed McGreevy & 
Ed Tormay

	
	28

	Angela Flower & 
Marge Gillies
	22

	Marie Howard & 
Elaine Pethybridge

	
	October
	
	March
	

	
	5

	Peter & 
Betsy Diachun
	1

	Teresa Labuszewski & 
Janet McKenna

	
	12

	Joyce Peterson & 
Barbara Hathaway
	8

	Gary & 
Kathy McCunn

	
	19

	Karen Labowsky & 
Jean Speck
	15

	Barbara & 
Jim Faller

	
	November
	
	22

	Marie & 
Rob Howard

	
	2

	Marie Howard & 
Elaine Pethybridge
	29

	Peter Diachun & 
Joe Padlog

	
	9

	Norm & 
Joy Rowlinson
	April
	

	
	16

	Joe Padlog & 
Janet McKenna
	5

	Joyce Peterson & 
Barbara Hathaway

	
	23

	Peter Nimkoff & 
Candace Smith
	12

	Judi Bongiovanni & 
Jeanne Aydelotte

	
	30

	Skeeter Tower & 
Karen Labowsky
	19

	Pat Loretto & 
Karen Labowsky

	
	December
	
	26

	Angela Flower & 
Janet McKenna

	
	7

	Ed McGreevy & 
Ed Tormay
	May
	

	
	14

	Erica Kopp & 
Sagan Maluma
	3

	Gary & 
Kathy McCunn

	
	21

	Carole Manson & 
Judi Bongiovanni
	10

	Ed Tormay & 
Ed McGreevy

	
	24

	Board of Trustees  

	17

	Erica Kopp & 
Sagan Maluma

	
	28

	Yvonne Stocker & 
Jean Speck
	24

	Peter & 
Betsy Diachun

	
	January
	
	31

	Skeeter Tower & 
Yvonne Stocker

	
	4

	Peter Diachun & 
Jeanne Aydelotte
	June
	

	
	11

	Lori Zaremski & 
Marge Gillies
	7

	Tina Deakyne & 
Andrea Galey

	
	18

	Joe Padlog & 
Jean Speck
	14

	Joyce Peterson & 
Barbara Hathaway

	
	25

	Susan Diachun & 
Peter Nimkoff
	21

	Board of Trustees


	
	
	
	28
	Summer services begin
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