DECEMBER 2007 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara

December 2: “Holidays & Celebration”

John Mayer
Historically holidays were associated with religious feasts - that really does not need to be!  A secular perspective on holidays and celebration.

NOTE: The Rev. Frances Manly is in Massachusetts this weekend officiating at a memorial service for her mother-in-law, Marian LeFevre Manly.

December 9:  “The Art and Spirit of Meditation”

Rolf Sovik
December 16:  “The Christmas Menorahs”
The Rev. Frances Manly
What?  You thought menorahs were for Hanukkah?  Of course you’re right, but you’ll see what our title means as we share a true story of how the town of Billings, Montana, joined together to fight hate.  This is our annual Christmas multi-generational service, presented by Rev. Frances Manly, the children of the church school and their teachers, and others as well.  

December 23: “Our Debt to Luther”

Don Reidell

Whatever his shortcomings, Luther left to us a legacy. What is it?
December 24:  “Carols and Candlelight”

The Rev. Frances Manly

Bring your family and friends to this contemplative service of readings, stories, and music of the season.  If you have a favorite story or reading from our other services, please let Frances know; she will include it if possible (but do it soon).  A plate of cookies or other goodies would be a welcome contribution to the refreshment table after the service, to go with the mulled cider brought by the minister.  

December 30:  “Living Without an Instruction Manual”
Yvonne Stocker
Our capability to create meaning, learn and grow: An investigation into curiosity, development and doubt.
~~~~
From the Search Committee

Members of the Congregation met after church on Nov. 18, to discuss the findings from the congregational survey and to determine the future of this committee.  At that time a number of actions were taken.  The six-member Committee was officially appointed to be a Search Committee to seek a new minister.  They were granted a budget, not to exceed $2,500, for use in this process between now and July 31, 2008.  Committee members continue to meet to carry out this plan.  They have pledged to keep the congregation informed as they proceed.

Outreach Offering

On Sunday, December 16, our regular “outreach offering” will be a bit different.  We will be collecting money for “Carolyn’s House”, the YWCA home for women and children around the corner from us.  They have already been the recipient of our “outreach offering” in a previous year.  However, we will use December’s “outreach” offering in January to pay for a dinner prepared and catered by residents of Carolyn’s House.   This small business/learning experience has just been set up there.  Any money collected on the 16th will go towards the cost of this affair.  More details to follow in the January newsletter.  But just think, a church supper where no one in the congregation has to organize, set up, cook or take down!

Still from the Social Action Committee

Last year, during the holiday season, we “adopted” a family through Community Missions.  You may remember that Bonnie Soley handled all the details for us. When the request came to the Board this year we decided we’d rather “adopt” a family we know.  So Yvonne Stoker, the treasurer, will be accepting monetary donations and gifts for a church family.  This family consists of the mother and a child, 3 years of age who are in the process of setting up a new home.  The money will be put into the minister’s discretionary fund and given to the recipient before Christmas.  Any gifts should be wrapped and delivered to the church before Sunday, December 16.  

Social Function

Sunday, December 16, is going to be a busy day!  Rob and Marie Howard, with the help of other church members, will prepare a pancake and sausage breakfast to be served from 9 AM to 10:30 and after church as well, in place of a coffee hour.  Cost will be all you can eat for $5.00.  At the same time, congregation members are invited to put on a little bazaar.  So far we know there will be baked goods, jams, jellies, and other offerings.  For more details, or to help please contact Marie at 745-7149.  Do plan to join us – before and after church – to start our holiday festivities.

On Sunday, December 9, we’ll be celebrating Ralph Robertson’s 96th birthday!  We think that’s a milestone worth noting so we urge you to be with us then.

Book Group

Our Book Group is reading fiction this month: “Snow Flower and the Secret Fan” by Lisa See.  We shall be meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 11, at 7 PM.  Anyone is welcome to join our discussions – whether they’ve read the book or not.  This book deals with life in historic China so if that subject interests you, please plan to join us.

Celebrities Among Us

What a wonderful delight to open today’s (Monday, November 26) Buffalo News and learn about the laurels bestowed upon Tom and Louise Yots for all they do in the community.  Last month they were named “Neighbors of the Year” by the Supportive Housing Network of NY for their work with Carolyn’s House.  Actually, we learned about the article  by someone in GERMANY who had already read it! (Well, there is a time difference.)  It was a pleasure to read and made me feel proud that Tom and Louise are apart of our Church family.

UUNEX

The 2008 UUNEX team has begun to meet.  The website has been updated with the dates set for our 5th UUNEX event: Sunday, July 20, through Wednesday, July 23.  Initial e-mails will be sent out to UU churches nationwide asking them to post our website for their congregation members to read.  The Diachuns went to a UU church in MI last weekend and already stirred up some interest there.  It’s easy to do and all we need are 40 participants to keep our budget in line.  Please mark your calendars and plan to roll up your sleeves for those 4 days.  We guarantee lots of fun and bonding with new and old friends.  Marie Howard has assumed the critical job of promoting this event and registering our guests.

Caring Committee

Many of our senior members will be finding it hard to get out and about during the winter weather.  Please take the time to stop in and see them.  It is a delightful way to spend an afternoon.

Gary McCunn continues to defy medical science and hospital procedures.  Kathy wrote a lovely Thanksgiving message.  We’ll have it up on the computer at church on Sunday (Dec. 2) but you can read it yourself and leave them a message as well at: theStatus.com.  From there you give the patient’s last name: mccunn and the password: uugary-01.  You’ll be able to open Kathy’s under the date of Nov. 22.

No matter what your position on the current war, or war in general, I’m sure we all harbor sympathetic feelings for the soldiers.  You might want to remember one of them during this holiday season.  Cards could be sent to: “A Recovering Soldier”, % Walter Reed Army Medical Center, 6900 Georgia Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20307-5001.  Or you might wish to send a “care” package by going on line at: anysoldier.com to find the name and address of a worthy recepient.

NOAH 

Nothing new to report this month.  But the group is still working on increasing and improving the parks in the City of Niagara Falls.

News from CRE 

November has been a terrific month for us much thanks to Peter D. and his "magic" show: i.e., illusion vs. reality, Teresa with more yoga for the kids (is there ever enough yoga for this group? No!), Kirsten for her help in putting together our quilt for Kathy and Gary and, not least, Jean Speck for introducing the kids to 2 Native American dances on the last Sunday of November. We thank Frances for bringing several story possibilities to our attention for our seasonal story for all ages on the 16th of December. We will again attempt to dramatize a story of the season for both kids and adults to act out! This year's play will be drawn from the book," The Christmas Menorahs: How a Town Fought Hate." Stay tuned!!

President’s Corner

Both as a national organization and on a local level, we’re trying to get the news out about Unitarian Universalism.  The UUA has published ads in Time Magazine promoting our religion.  The seven churches in our area of the St. Lawrence District are also advertising.  We finally have our message being broadcast locally on “Prairie Home Companion”.  We think it is a natural fit since Garrison Keillor frequently tells jokes about UUs. I have only heard the advertising once but at that time there was a small blurb at the beginning, and during the middle, of the local programming.  It directs people to our joint website from which they are directed to the church nearest them.  I’d like to encourage each of you to discuss your beliefs with friends who might be interested in learning more about Unitarian Universalism.  Invite them to attend a service or a social function with you.

Recently I spent time in a conservative, religious home.  Much of the energy there was spent in praising God and worshipping him.  (In this case it was definitely a Him.)  Preparations for Christmas were being made based around the belief that it is Jesus’ birthday.  It made me realize how much more I get from being a UU.  My “religion” is practiced 24/7 through social action on many different levels.  To me this makes much more sense since I am always hopeful that some of what I do, and what I believe in, will be instrumental in creating a better world. As we continue to strive to be the people the world needs!
~Betsy

Christie Eimer Cooley, the wife of George H. Cooley, was a founding member of the First Unitarian Church.  She died on Sept. 9, 1982, aged 94.

Her son, Dr. Robert L. Cooley, established the George H. and Christie Cooley Memorial Fund with a gift of $1000. Dr. Cooley’s statement reads:  “In line with their lifetime desire to strengthen and improve the

 quality of Unitarianism, it appears appropriate that donations be utilized for repair and rehabilitation of the church organ.”

The Rev. Ian Evison preached Mrs. Cooley’s memorial service at this church on Oct. 5, 1982.  He had suggested the organ fund to Dr. Cooley. Rev. Evison’s acknowledgment:  “You cannot imagine what it did to the spirits of our music director, Lucile, to hear that help might be coming for the organ!”

Communication with organ/piano technicians followed while Rev. Evison researched the history of the Bennett Organ Co. of Rock Island, Illinois. He supported the Organ Auction fundraiser to augment the Cooley Fund by creating a cherry and maple cabinet in his hobby as a cabinetmaker.

A small “Cookbook” was produced for sale at the auction held on May 6, 1983. It is a classical “church cookbook” containing culinary contributions of church members.

William Hatzenbuhler of North Tonawanda repaired and updated the organ in 1984.  According to Rev. Evison, the pipes were revoiced, the organ box opened, and new expression shades were installed as part of a complete overhaul costing $6600.

Lucile McElwain, and Lee Tepley, music director of the First Presbyterian Church of Lewiston, accompanied by the choir, performed at a concert rededicating the organ on Sept. 16, 1984.

My reviewing the organ’s history began when Dr. Carole Harris played it at the memorial service for Christine Jacoby. Dr. Harris found the Bennett organ “interesting…unusual.”  On Oct. 13, 2007 the organ was one of five North Town instruments played by members of the Buffalo Chapter, American Guild of Organists, in an “Organ Crawl.”


~ Janet McKenna
From the Archives Closet—

Thanks to Barbara Hathaway for her generous gift of a collection of photographs from the 1980’s and 90’s.  Good times apparently were had by all at the picnics and parties shown.

The photos will be added to the church archives.

There is a dearth of photos of the interior of the building before about 1947.  If anyone has any fifty + year old memorabilia they no longer wish to keep, the archives will gladly accept them. Also copies can be made of your originals.
Walking Together…

The story is told of an African boy who was a student in a mission school somewhere near one of the coasts.  His teacher had told the class about Christmas, about the birth of Jesus and the visits of the shepherds and the wise men.  She told them about how people give gifts to one another on Christmas to express their joy over the birth of Jesus and their friendship with one another.

When Christmas Day arrived, the boy brought his teacher a beautiful sea shell.  She had never seen one like it before, nor had she ever seen one as lovely.   She wondered where he had found it.  He explained that there was only one place to find this kind of shell, on a beach several miles from their village.

She knew that the only way he could have gone there would have been to walk.  She hardly knew what to say.  “It’s wonderful,” she said, “but you shouldn’t have gone all that way just to get a gift for me!”

The boy smiled and answered, “Long walk part of gift.”

It’s a story I like to keep in mind as Christmas draws closer, even if only to remind myself how far I am from its spirit as I frantically make my lists and revise them and order things online and plan my shopping trips to try to make them as quick and efficient as I can.  Christmas shopping—all of it for people I dearly love—can so easily become just another task to do, and Christmas Day itself just another deadline to meet.

Every year I have fantasies of making gifts—knitting, sewing, cooking—knowing that the making itself, like a long walk, would be part of the gift.  But that can’t be done quickly, and December is here again before I know it, and the fantasy, for another year, is only that.

Still, if I stop to think about it, there could many ways to make the long walk a part of the gift.  It might literally be the long from the last parking place at the edge of mall, and then from one end of the mall to the other—a walk that seems almost as far as the boy walked, though less scenic.  But it might also be the careful thought that goes into finding just the right thing for each person, or it might be the kind of present that is really more about presence—a promise to do something with, or for, the person later on.

However I interpret it, the story reminds me that contrary to what the pounds of advertising supplements in every paper proclaim, Christmas giving is not about buying the trendiest toys (for adults or kids) and not about stoking the economy but about our joy in the love and friendship that binds us together.  Whether or not there’s a literal long walk involved, we can all remember that no matter what we give, love is part—and the most important part—of the gift.

Blessings,









Frances

Leadership and Transformation, UULTI-Style

UU Leadership Team Institute is the new, greatly expanded, four-district annual training that has replaced EAGLES, our traditional leadership school.  For any congregation that is serious about revitalization, growth, and transformation— becoming the best it can be—sending a team to UULTI is the way to develop the skills, knowledge, and resources to make it happen.

Although individuals may attend alone, congregations are encouraged to send teams of three or more of their leaders, including the minister if possible, to spend six days focusing intensively in an area such as congregational development and growth, governance, family ministries, justice making, and small group ministries.  All the work is seen through several critically important “lenses,” such as congregations as emotional systems, shared leadership, lifespan faith development, multiculturalism, and UU values and history.  Throughout the training, participants learn from each other in covenant groups, home teams, and role teams, as well as in worship, meals, and social time.

Sending a team to UULTI, whether in 2008 or later, would take planning and effort, but it could be done.  We would need to identify leaders who could go, do some fund raising to help them get there, and perhaps find other ways to help make it possible for them to be away for  a week in midsummer.  The New York State Convention of Universalists, which has long offered grants to congregations for growth and outreach projects, is now accepting grant requests to fund leadership training; such a grant could make UULTI a possibility even for a small congregation like ours.

For more information about UULTI, visit www.uulti.org.  Google UULTI, and you’ll find a number of enthusiastic reports from people who attended this past summer.  Now is the time to start thinking about how our congregation could benefit from sending a team in 2008 or 2009, and to start making plans to make it happen.

UUWNY Yahoo Group

Do you enjoy engaging in thoughtful discussion of topics relating in some way to UnitarianUniversalism? Do you like to bounce your ideas off others to help develop your own understanding of a topic? Taking the time to write out your own ideas and share them with others can be very rewarding!

An online discussion group has been established for the free discussion of issues of interest to the members and friends of the Unitarian Universalist congregations of Western New York. Anyone is welcome to join and participate. This discussion group promotes the free and responsible search for truth and meaning. As such, members are encouraged to express their ideas in a spirit of love and civility. There is no cost to subscribe, and no obligation other than to follow simple guidelines, and to be courteous and respectful of others' feelings.

To join this online discussion group, paste the following link into your browser: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/uuwny/
Then click on “Join This Group!”

Network of Religious Communities Annual Meeting

“How Congregations Can Help Stop Violence” will be the theme of the 2008 Annual Meeting ot the General Assembly of the Network of Religious Communities on January 17 at 6 PM at Temple Beth Am, 4660 Sheridan Drive, Williamsville. The dinner meeting will include a short business meeting to elect officers and adopt a budget, followed by a panel presentation on the evening’s theme. Members of a wide variety of faith communities will attend; all are welcome.  Tickets are $25.  For more information or to make a reservation, call the Network at 882-4793, or contact our UU delegate, the Rev. Tim Ashton, at 634-3010 by January 10.

