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First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 

December  7:  “Offering Our Hearts” - Rev. Theresa Kime 

                          with Worship Associate Erica Kopp

As we enter this busy and sometimes stressful time of holy days, it may be good to reflect on the need for, and power of, forgiveness-- a path that can lead to peace.

After service, at 12:45, folks are invited to return to the sanctuary, after coffee hour, to learn about the District Contemporary Worship Workshop that Rev. Terry, Yvonne and Erica attended November 15th.

December  14:  Intergenerational Play – Erica Kopp and Ed Tormay

                           With children of all ages
December  21:  “Mary’s Choice” - Rev. Theresa Kime 
with Worship Associate Erica Kopp

Mary, the mother of Jesus, is a figure that elicits strong feelings from many, and especially from women.  How do you feel about her, and what are your thoughts about who she is?  Today we’ll explore understandings about this troubling and liberating figure.
Wednesday December 24th:  “Christmas Vigil”

                            Ed Tormay and Yvonne Stocker

Carols and Tales

December 28:  “The Passing Tide” - Rev. Donald Reidell

A view of ourselves at year’s end.

Minister’s Saturday Schedule
December 6:  

10:00-Noon: Pastoral Care Training, Session 3

Noon: Bring a bag lunch and join Rev. Terry, UU members and friends for

           lunch together.

1:00-2:30: Worship Committee meeting.  All are welcome to attend.  

We will be discussing ideas from the District Contemporary Worship workshop that Rev. Terry, Yvonne and Erica attended in November.

December 20:  

10:00-Noon: Pastoral Care Training, Session 4

 Noon: Bring a bag lunch and join Rev. Terry, UU members and friends for

lunch together.

1:00-4:00: Open for individual appointments. Set up a time to get acquainted, talk

about membership or questions you have about the church or our faith, share a joy, concern, or idea.  Call the church office or email Rev. Terry (revtk79@cs.com, subject line put “Saturday appointment”) by Friday, December 19th  6:00 pm, to set up a time.

From Your Minister

As we prepare ourselves to meet the many holy days of December, I found myself turning to my Celtic devotionals for prayers and intention-setting.  I offer below two prayers found in “A Contemporary Celtic Prayer Book,” by William John Fitzgerald.  Both touched me, and I hope they will be useful to you as well:

      Prayer at Rising:

      Bless our work this day, from morning’s waking till night’s folding.

      Bless our comings and goings, the spinning of our labor and our lives.

      May the ones we meet be the better for it.

      Bless this day, bless this journey, bless the work.

      Prayer at End of Day:

      May the sun go down on anger, stress and worry.

      May the sun go down on problem solving and planning.

      May the sun go down on rush and deadlines.

      May the sun go down on this day’s work, now done.

      May the sacred circle of the sun frame our day in blessing.

      May it signal bright days ahead, new energies and emerging hopes.

      These winter holy days can be welcome or dreaded--sometimes a bit of both.  In the midst of them, I wish each of you comfort and caring.  May we all find our way to healing, with kindness and generosity as our guides.

            Blessings   Terry

President’s Corner

 
How quickly the season’s pass—winter is almost here. The snow keeps trying to fall and, of course, to making travel more hazardous for us all. 

Several of us have participated in workshops offered by the District and will be discussing ideas with individuals, teams and the entire congregation in the near future. 

The Worship Workshop in Rochester was the most recent and was a very invigorating and exciting experience. We will bring more to you on Sunday December 7th after coffee – after we have a discussion on Saturday afternoon with the Worship Team and anyone who wishes to participate. 

The other workshop was part of the Growth Pilot Project offered for the small congregations by the District in Barneveld earlier in the month. This is the first part of a three-year process that required us to complete and submit an application. The board spent almost the entire November meeting completing our submission, which has been sent and received.  Now we wait to see if we have been accepted!

Lovers don’t finally meet somewhere. They’re in each other all along.  Rumi
Yvonne
Worship

Your Worship team wants to make the Sunday Service a more meaningful experience. 

We have had two testimonials of personal belief since our last newsletter. We have a few people who will be making their statement in the next months. We, Ed Tormay or Yvonne Stocker, would love to hear from all of you how you feel about this sharing participation. Please remember to claim your spot – see Ed or Yvonne.

As another small change we would like to ‘move’ announcements to the beginning or Coffee Time in Unity Hall – we will be starting this on November 2nd.

Please let us know what you feel about this!

Several of us attended the Contemporary Worship Conference in Rochester on November 15th.  The worship committee is meeting Saturday December 6th to discuss how we might create engaged worship – anyone is welcome to attend.

From our sister church in Fredonia or more correctly North Chautauqua:

Jefferson Westwood wrote some words that might be sung at the communal thanksgiving dinner for as a grace or a blessing.  "We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing" is the intended tune.  

We gather together in Happy Thanksgiving

From East and from West and from South and from North

In sweet jubilation we praise all of creation

And these, the wondrous bounties the earth has brought forth.

We sing now our praises for graces around us

For air that we breathe and for rain from above

For music and laughter and peace forever after

For food and shelt'ring rafter, for warmth and for love.

We're thankful for dear friends, for fathers and mothers

For brothers and sisters and babies that grow

For aunts and for uncles and cousins by the dozens

For food fresh from the ovens, our blessings to flow.

We're thankful for being alive on this planet

For rain and for sun shining down with warm rays

For fields and green forests and for this food before us

We join in this our chorus of love and sweet praise.

Yvonne

Book Group
 

The BOOK GROUP is reading Gilead by Marilynne Robinson, for their Tuesday, December 16, 2008 meeting at 7:00 pm in Unity Hall.
Everyone Welcome – it is not necessary to have read the whole book to participate in the discussion! 

A slow paced novel that reveals the human condition and " the miracle of life itself." Gilead is a book that has left me in a bit of a quandary. While I loved the book, I would be hesitant to recommend it to some since it does not conform to today's modern style of writing. This book is written without chapters, in a slowly paced style that requires readers to put themselves in the mindset of John Ames, a preacher in his mid-seventies who is nearing the end of his life. It is a journal of thoughts and memories that is being written to his son. There is no storyline, no plot to follow. It is purely an expression of love from a father to his son.
Judi.
Social – Fundraiser

I like to thank everyone who participated in my spaghetti fundraiser. It was a pleasure to have everyone attend. I like to thank Peter for cooking, Betsy for helping organize and Marie for helping with the baskets. The fundraiser was a huge success! We raised over $700 that paid for the remaining money for the trip. I also would like to thank everyone who came and enjoyed the dinner we had, it was so much fun. Thanks to those of you who contributed but couldn't attend.
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Thank you,
Alexandra Melisanthe Nicosias-Kopp
Birthdays


December

10th – Ralph Robertson

22nd – Jeanne Aydelotte

22nd – Isabella Dixon

24th – Trish Bateson

30th – Gary McCunn

Social Action

The October and November food drive was such a success! Sister Mary Kay was so appreciative of the donations.  Thank you to Marie for running the haunted house and collecting food for Heart and Soul.

Heart and Soul offers lunch to anyone every Monday - Friday. They also have a food pantry for people in need of food. They have a list of foods that go into each bag (canned vegetables, cereal, etc.) and items donated that are different are on a special shelf. People receiving food bags are allowed to choose six items from the shelf of donations. Sister Mary Kay saw a bottle of cooking oil in our donations and said that will be the first thing someone chooses off the shelf. We asked for specific food items they needed. She said they will take anything. She did seem to be pleased with cooking oil.

They also have to pay for paper products out of their budget. They provide restrooms and showers for people to use. Many homeless come to use the shower. Sister Mary Kay said they would appreciate paper products such as toilet paper, paper towels/napkins and tissues.

Thank you—everyone—so much for your donations. We will continue to bring the donations to Heart and Soul.

Things you can bring to church:

    * canned food

    * cooking oil (cooking items)

    * toilet paper

    * tissues

    * paper towels/napkins

Thank you

Erica & Sagan

UU News

WNY Cluster
The Cluster meeting on November 20th focused on Financial matters with representatives from Niagara Falls, Amherst, East Aurora and Hamburg churches. We discussed our goals, methods and procedures to record, and explain how money is gathered and spent in our churches. Maintaining transparency and presenting adequate reports is a common goal.  

The Next meeting – to be held on January 15th will focus on Worship and discuss how several members of the cluster might join together to create a traveling Model Service that will be truly engaging and unique for each congregation. We hope fop participation from members of the Worship teams and any others interested in creating Engaging Worship. This is another opportunity to share and learn from our partners.

St Lawrence District Career Opportunity

The District is seeking a nominee to fill the District Compensation Consultant role.  This is an important leadership position that provides information and consultation to congregations in the area of fair compensation for ministers and staff. Please speak with Yvonne for more information – job description, pay and application form.

UUSC Photo Contest

As part of our celebration of the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, UUSC is conducting a photo contest as a means of engaging young people in the significance of this powerful international document. Yvonne has more information at  http://www.uusc.org/files/UDHR%20PHOTO%20CONTEST.pdf
UUA produces video in support of marriage equality

In light of the defeat of Proposition 8 in California and similar blows experienced on Election Day which restrict the rights of bisexual, gay, lesbian, queer, and transgender people, the Unitarian Universalist Association has produced a video which makes clear the support of people of faith for marriage equality.

The video uses images, gathered from Unitarian Universalists across North America, who have advocated for marriage equality or been joined in equal marriage; the video also celebrates the role of Unitarian Universalist clergy in officiating at these services.  See the video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nz8omkCTvQA
Yvonne

Outreach Offering

The Offering for November was $181 for Planned Parenthood - a local branch of a national organization that has, for more than 90 years, done more than any other organization in the United States to improve women’s health and safety, prevent unintended pregnancies, and advance the right and ability of individuals and families to make informed and responsible choices. Betsy is a very active member of Planned Parenthood. 

The Outreach Offering for December is for a family identified by Community Mission.  Joyce Peterson is on board of Community Mission. Alex and Erica have been shopping for the children’s gifts and all of Erica’s family is involved in the wrapping and preparations.

Ed & Janet

GREEN SPACE

David Suzuki says that there are many things that each of us can do - but they seem like just a drop in the bucket - and they are - but there are 6.5 billion of us and we can fill any bucket if we try! So each person—just pick up one piece of litter and dispose of it properly each day and then don't add any litter!!!

See what Oscar the Grouch has to say at http://www.cbc.ca/thehour/videos.html?id=898400636.
Yvonne
Religious Education – Children

Many different activities are planned for the children. We are fortunate in that several adults are sharing their talents and passion with the children. Anyone may participate with the children and we provide a schedule of plans.

	
	CRE Schedule 2008-2009

	
	
	Activity
	Person

	
	December
	
	

	
	7
	Children’s Play Rehearsal
	Ed & Erica 

	
	14
	Intergenerational - Play
	Ed & Erica 

	
	21
	Winter Solstice (Yule)
	Sunnie

	
	28
	Beads - Crafts
	Alexandra

	
	
	
	


 Erica and Ed

Religious Education – Adults

Regular sessions continue on Sunday at 9:30am in the Founders Room – all are welcome. We start discussions with the articles in UU World.

Judi
From The Archives

 J. Allen Johnson, Niagara Falls Unitarian

Universalists worshipped in Niagara County even before the Erie Canal came through, according to an account in the 1902 Souvenir History of Niagara County. “Some of the older members…put it as far back as 1810,” it states.  Universalist church buildings were constructed in Middleport in 1841; Lockport (1843): Olcott (1858): and Cambria (1868.)

The Universalist Church in Niagara Falls organized in 1889 and expired in 1907.

Then in 1913, the name of J. Allen Johnson appears in a series of letters soliciting interest in establishing a Unitarian church in Niagara Falls. Mr. Johnson’s first name was Joseph, but he seemed to use only the initial J.

According to “Unitarians in Niagara Falls,” a speech given by Mrs. George Cooley on March 27, 1960, Mr. Johnson was a born and bred Unitarian. He was approached to initiate a church of this denomination in the city.

An electrical engineer, Mr. Johnson was associated with hydropower in Niagara Falls from its infancy in 1905.  Born in Northboro, Mass. in 1882, he graduated from Worcester Polytechnic Institute.  He rose through the ranks of Ontario Power Co., until, at the time of his death, he was chief engineer of a predecessor company of what is now National Grid.

Mr. Johnson’s name leads off the quintet inviting charter members to attend a meeting on Oct. 17, 1920 for the purpose of organizing a Unitarian Church in Niagara Falls.

These 34 founders did so, and of course he was chosen the first president of the first Board of Trustees of Niagara Falls Unitarian Church.  During the next 15 years he alternated that role with presidency of the Layman’s League and many committees.

He died young at age 53 after a “prolonged illness.” On April 17, 1935 the secretary of the Board of Trustees wrote to “Dear J. Allen,” transmitting a resolution passed at the annual meeting sympathizing about his illness and regretting “his withdrawal from all church activities.”  The Board also passed a resolution of condolence to his family at his death on Oct. 4, 1935, noting that “on five different occasions during the last 15 years” Mr. Johnson had served as its president.

His obituary in the Niagara Falls Gazette of Oct. 5, 1935 cites his many professional honors but mentions few personal details of his life. Nor is there a picture. A group photograph of charter members in the church archives must include him, but it is not captioned! So at this point we do not know what he looked like.

His widow, Lucy, and daughter, Helen, later Mrs. Hans Popp, continued his active church leadership. His two sons J Allen, Jr. and David also survived.  More on this family in future Archive Closet essays.

Janet with thanks to the Local History Dept., Niagara Falls Public Library
UU Denominational House Room Rentals are now Available.

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Chautauqua, NY has purchased a large house on the Chautauqua Institution grounds and is currently renovating it for use as a Unitarian Universalist Denominational House. It will offer 6 bedrooms with shared bathrooms for weekly rentals of $300/wk for the 2009 season. All rooms have two beds. One room is designated as a family room and another is handicapped accessible. The house has three full baths (one of which is fully handicapped accessible), plus two full baths.

The UU Denominational House is centrally located near Bestor Plaza, the Bookstore and the Colonnade at 6 Bliss. It also offers a place to relax – including a secluded patio – for those coming for the day, information for persons interested in UU faith and philosophy, meeting space for programs and social functions too.

For information about the UU fellowship of Chautauqua, the Denominational House, contact information and reservation forms see www.uufchautauqua.org 

For information about Chautauqua Institution and its programs visit www.ciweb.org 

We are looking forward to seeing you at Chautauqua!
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