December 2009 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 
Sunday Services (11:00am)
Regular Sunday Services 

December 6: “The Gift of Encouragement” – Rev. Theresa Kime

The holidays often draw us to think of material things we can give to one another, yet the gifts we most appreciate are those of relationship.  Encouragement is one such important gift and today we’ll look at the why and how. 
Join us for a Pot Luck Lunch after the service – bring a dish to pass.

December 13: “This I Believe – Marginal Notes of a Social-Scientific New Testament Critic” – Rev. Dennis Duling
New Testament critics have a life of learning languages, ancient history, archeology, literary analysis, and, in my case for the past twenty years, the social sciences. Is it possible to believe at the end of this journey?
December 20: “The Gifts of Darkness” – Rev. Theresa Kime

Our culture seems to promote a fear of darkness, but there are many positive aspects.  As we near the longest night of the year, the winter solstice, let’s re-evaluate.
December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Carols 7:00pm followed by a reception in Unity Hall featuring eggnog and cider to drink with holiday baked goodies.
December 27: “The Religious Journey of Our Lives” - Rev. Donald Reidell
A truly growing faith occurs in levels or stages. Let us look at these to evaluate our personal journey.
Minister’s Saturday Schedule
~ Friday, December 4:  5:00pm-6:00pm:  Finance Committee

~ Saturday, December 5:  10:00am-noon: Caring Circle
      Noon-1:00pm:  Bring a sandwich and join with Rev. Terry and others for lunch
      1:00pm-3:00pm:  Class:  “Preparing for the Holidays” (See the “Classes Offered” section in this issue of Powerline.) 

~ Saturday, December 19:  10:00am-Noon:  Planning for Growth Team
      Noon-1:00pm:  Bring a sandwich and join Rev. Terry and others for lunch
      1:00pm-2:30pm: By-laws Committee
      2:30pm-4:00pm: Open for appointments, calls and visits.  If you’d like to meet with Rev. Terry to get better acquainted, to share a joy or concern, please e-mail her at tkime1@verizon.net to set up a time.

~ Sunday, December 20:

      1:00pm-3:00pm Board meeting in the Founder’s Room
From Your Minister
· Blessings to you in this challenging and wondrous month of holy days.

· May our hearts be open to the beauty of the season and the beauty of our own generosity and kindness. 

· May we be saved from isolation and depression. 

· May we feel a spirit of renewal and hope.

· May we find ways to share or witness to our troubling memories and develop ways to create life-giving ones.

· May we savor happy remembrances and continue that legacy.

· May we touch the Spirit and know the deeper meanings of this time and grow from that richness.

· May we all reach out, each in our own way, small or big, to make our world a welcoming place for all.
Greeter Training a Success!
Fourteen people attended Rev. Terry’s Friday evening program on greeter training held in mid-October. We talked about how we felt on our first visit to a UU church, and what was and wasn’t helpful in terms of being welcomed. We watched part of a DVD put out by the UU Church in Jefferson, CO, a fast-growing congregation, that presented things to consider regarding welcoming newcomers, and we explored how we might incorporate some of these.


Some important things that emerged were being sure to wear our nametags so that new folks can feel more comfortable getting to know us, encouraging members to use our website more, thinking of newcomers as “guests” rather than “visitors” and truly listening to newcomers’ stories rather than giving them a lot of information. We now have a list of things greeters can do on a Sunday morning (and everyone can be a greeter!) 
We encourage the ushers to ask someone to do these.


It’s great to see new folks come to our church. Reach out and introduce yourself. Listen to their stories and what brought them here--what they‘re looking for. Invite and accompany them to coffee hour or potluck. Let’s continue to expand the many ways we are good hosts.
Talking about Religious/Spiritual Words!
Twenty-two folks stayed after service on November 1 to participate in a congregational conversation led by Rev. Terry on our understanding of and feeling about religious/spiritual words such as worship, sin, or spiritual! We brainstormed lists of words we felt negative about and those we felt positive about and discovered many words appeared on both lists. Then we picked one word (worship) and broke into groups of four and spent time sharing with one another our feelings, experiences and understandings about this word. Each person spoke without interruption and there were no comments offered on any person’s sharing. We simply listened carefully to one another--listened in order to understand. We ended by gathering back in the large group and sharing what the process had been like for us. We affirmed our diversity in experience and understanding, and we celebrated the fact we were able to share quite different understandings and feelings regarding the word and still, as one person put it, “remain friends.” It was a good experience of living out one of our Universalist founders’ words: “We need not think alike, to love alike.” (Hosea Ballou)   -- Rev. Terry
CLASSES OFFERED:
Preparing for the Holidays 
The holidays bring us many emotions, happiness and anticipation as well as sadness and dread.  On December 5, we’ll explore how we might focus on nurturing those attitudes and things we wish for most.  
Leadership Training   
Rev. Terry will be leading a six-session program on leadership development. The program has a specifically UU focus and will cover communication; organization; inspiration, motivation, inclusion; covenants; balance and priorities; and change and resistance. It was developed by Jeanne Crane, a UU coach and consultant. Class will meet on Rev. Terry’s Saturday afternoons 2:00pm-4:00pm starting January 2, 2010. 
Pre-registration requested by Wednesday, December 2 for Preparing for the Holidays.  

For registration or further information for Leadership Training, please contact Rev. Terry at tkime1@verizon.net or leave a message on the church answering machine.

Rev. Terry


President’s Corner
The Board listens!  A proposal to remove the maple tree in the Church's front yard was made to the Board last month.  At that time the Board decided to ask Members to consider this and respond.  The proposal, and reasons for it, was presented in last month's Powerline.  It was also verbally presented after a Sunday Church service.  Members expressed a variety of opinions.  At the November Board meeting the proposal was formally presented and discussed. One Member was reported to have asked if this was “a done deal.”  It certainly was not and is not. It is clear that this is an emotional issue. The Board decided unanimously to table the proposal to allow enough time for everyone to understand the factors in making this decision and to feel comfortable with it either way.  There is no urgency.

Important lessons go far beyond this decision. First, know that the Board does listen to Members.  It is very important that every Member feel comfortable expressing their feelings on any issue.  We all need to really listen to each other. We are committed to the democratic process, but with democracy comes the possibility of the tyranny of the majority.  Consensus is ideal, but sometimes it cannot be achieved.  We can, however, all take the time and the energy to understand differing views.  We must recognize, respect, and honor the people who are on the opposite side from our own.  Only then is it possible for us to understand their positions enough to be able to change our own.


The tree removal is certainly not a major decision for the Church to make, but it could be rewarding if we do it right.  I am not even sure what “right” means, but I think we will know it when we get there.  Let's take this opportunity to get to know each other better and come together so that we all feel good about whatever we do.  Maybe we will even enjoy the process enough that we will seek out other issues.


I have also included a reprise of last month’s article on Tree Removal expanded with additional information.
Tree Removal?
The large maple tree in the front yard of the Church is causing problems and its removal has been formally proposed to the Board.  The roots of this tree penetrate and plug our sewage line.  Its branches and leaves obstruct the drainage of water from our roof.  Recently these have both been responsible for flooding the Church building from above and below on separate occasions.  Its roots damage our sidewalks, lawn, and even the foundation of our building.  This tree might be root bound and in decline or approaching death which will make it dangerous to the building.  Some people feel it obstructs the view of our Church; others feel it enhances its beauty.


We are seeking a certified arborist who could provide us with an evaluation of this tree. Finding one not in the tree removal business is difficult and costly.  Newspaper pictures in the archives do not show this tree when the building was a few years old, but it was of good size in 1960.   Replacing this tree with an appropriate ornamental tree has been suggested as a way to reduce our sadness if we decide to remove it.

Committees and Areas of Church Life

The Board has approved an organization system for the Church which consists of mainly committees but also includes areas of Church life mainly handled by individuals.  This is the result of considerable Board effort over the last several months.  The full organization together with an alphabetical list of areas of Church life is attached to the email version of this Powerline.  It is also now on the Church website on the following page: www.firstuunf.org/BoardCommittees. Printed copies are available in the Narthex for those who wish to read this document but do not have a computer Internet connection. A one page version has been added to guest packets.

Peter Diachun
Social Action 
At the UU Niagara Board meeting on October 18, Ed McGreevy agreed to act as convener for social action activities for this church year. This article is a first step.  Please reflect on past social action initiatives such as the forum on capital punishment, monthly outreach effort, membership in and active involvement in NOAH, and stand against racism. What others do you remember?


What social action activities would you recommend this congregation consider for this year?  Are you interested in being involved in identifying and/or planning?  Please contact Ed McGreevy (716 745-1241, edjmm1007@gmail.com) if you have questions or suggestions.


A potential social action initiative is Restorative Justice about which Ed Tormay has shared information with the growth committee. Restorative Justice is a way of responding to a person who has been harmed, a person who has caused the harm, a community affected by the harm and together these stakeholders determine through dialogue how to repair the harm (to the extent possible).  The goal is to make things "right" as much as possible.  Restorative Justice methods include: conferencing, circles and victim-offender mediation that take place at churches, schools, correctional facilities, homes and businesses.  Restorative Justice is a respectful, humane way for a community to respond when one member has been harmed by another.


Ed Tormay can provide a pamphlet, “An Introduction to Restorative Justice.” Additional information is available from Partners in Restorative Initiatives www.pirirochester.org.
Ed McGreevy

Drumming

On November 17, a group of UU members and guests gathered for a lively hour of drumming facilitated by Sunnie Thomas. Using drums, rattles, bells, and empty five-gallon water bottles we learned several rhythms. While ten adults concentrated, four children whirled around in playful abandon.

We are scheduling our next gathering for mid-January. If you are interested in participating please speak to Jean Speck or Erica Kopp about a "best day" for you. If you are already caught up in the beat, consider asking Santa for your very own drum!

Here We Grow

One of the goals set by our Growth Team is to create a visual image of our membership; who we are and how we are a part of the larger community. We hope to begin sharing individual stories in small circles—possibly in members’ homes or perhaps in a quiet corner of Unity Hall during coffee hours. As we gather information about our ethnic, cultural and religious roots and remember what activities, interests and causes drew us into full participation as Unitarian Universalists, we will also be looking for creative ways to represent this in an artistic form. This could be a tree with roots and trunk, eventually extending its branches and bearing fruit in our personal and public lives. We need each one of you to share your story. We need fertile, creative minds to image this in a tangible way. We need people with building and craft skills to bring the stories and vision into physical form.  During this darkest time of the year let your thoughts and feelings about this gestate and percolate. Something good is bound to emerge as the Wheel of the Year turns toward spring. Contact one of our Team members to be part of this project. 

Jean
Book Discussion Group 

On December 8, we will meet to discuss Stroke of Insight by Jill Bolte Taylor. This is an account by a neuroscientist of her massive stroke and eight-year recovery. She is able to describe living mostly in the right side of the brain. Watch her TED presentation at http://www.ted.com/talks/jill_bolte_taylor_s_powerful_stroke_of_insight.html
On January 12, we will meet to discuss The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows. This novel comprised of letters describes events on the Isle of Guernsey through the German occupation of WWII and consequences down to the present. It is outrageously funny as well as tragic and a charming book.

Adult Reflection and Discussion 
Continue on Sunday mornings at 9:45am in the Founder’s Room. Discussions are lively and it is not necessary to have done homework to come.

Evensong
Evensong is a structured eight session series of gatherings in which participants explore individual life journeys through sharing thoughts, experiences, doubts and beliefs about traditional religious concepts.  At each meeting the group follows an order of service with the central event being a sharing time. This program will begin on Wednesday, December 2 at 2:30pm in the sanctuary. Normally the gathering should last about an hour. The first session may last a little longer as we will be dealing with “housekeeping” issues such as frequency of gatherings, etc. If you are interested in attending but the day or time is not good for you, please let Judy Bongiovanni know so your needs can be taken into account.  For the first session, you’re asked to bring an object that has special meaning regarding something you do as a hobby or interest. 
Judy
News From CRE

The children began the month of November with discussion of the Baha'i faith, in the person of Baha'i is Baha'u'llah, the faith's latest Manifestation of God. The children celebrated the birth of Baha'u'llah (on November 12) by making Chinese lanterns.


The children continue with their candle making, which will very likely run into the month of December.  A big thanks to Betsy for supplying us with candle making equipment and to Ed Tormay for providing 38 child-sized milk cartons which will be used as candle molds. 

On November 21, the children sold refreshments as a fundraising effort during the showing of the movie, "Shrek." December's movie night feature is "White Christmas."

Please note that grown-ups are more than welcome to participate in our candle making or in any other CRE activity. ALL PROJECT IDEAS ARE MOST WELCOME!   

Erica, Ed, Alex
Birthdays     December

10th – Ralph Robertson

22nd – Jeanne Aydelotte

24th – Trish Bateson

30th – Gary McCunn
Holidays
Holiday décor 

As part of our seasonal decorations we plan to have a live tree in the Narthex which we hope you will help decorate.  We are asking our knitters and crocheters to create hats, scarves and mittens suitable for children.  If you can't make something you are welcome to bring a store-bought item.  The winter apparel will be given to NiaCap which will see to distributing to those in need who will put the clothing to good use. 
Christmas Eve Reception 

Here's another opportunity for creativeness!  After the service on December 24, there will be a reception in Unity Hall.  When you are baking, please consider making an extra batch of cookies for this party.  There will be eggnog, cider, and other holiday goodies.  Please phone Betsy Diachun at 791-3416 if you will bring something.

Betsy Diachun
Social

· Join Marie Howard on Friday, December 18 at 6:00pm for a cooking class in Unity Hall. We will be making Baklava for everyone to enjoy with the Sunday, December 20 coffee hour. Please bring your apron, and be ready to use your hands. We need a contribution of $5.00 (for materials) per person to make (and sample) baklava! Sign up sheets will be in the Narthex and in Unity Hall. Any questions call Marie at 745-7149, or rhoward@localnet.com
· Are you looking for a White Christmas? Join us December 19 starting at 7:00pm for FirstUUofNiagara’s Movie Nite.  We will be showing the classic White Christmas starring Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye, and Rosemary Clooney.
· Here is the recipe for those who enjoyed my Sweet Potato Pie:

6 Graham Cracker crusts (Dollar General)

6 lbs Sweet Potatoes or Yams

1 lb butter (no margarine)

2 1/2  cups sugar

2 tbls of flour

2 tsp vanilla

1 tsp lemon juice

4 extra large eggs 

1/3 cup evaporated milk

Cook potatoes, in their skins, a day ahead – cool overnight. Soften the butter.

Peel potatoes and add butter, whip for 3 minutes

Add sugar, mix for 1 minute

Add remaining ingredients, adding the milk last 

Whip for 15 full minutes. This is important - don't skimp 

You may freeze some of the filling uncooked at this point for later use.

Fill the crusts (or whatever variation you choose).

Bake at 300 for 1 1/2 hr

**variations**

Use individual graham cracker crusts 

Use Phyllo dough shells and make tiny baby pies 

Use cookies in the bottom of a soup bowl (French onion soup bowl) and fill with this mix. 

Use up to 8 lbs of potatoes, reduce sugar to 3/4 cup and butter to 3/4 lb butter to get a more 'sweet potatoey' taste

Experiment with other forms... Imagine the fun you can have...
· Calling All Women - and men, too! The UU women of the Buffalo Church at 695 Elmwood Ave Buffalo 
are hosting one of their regular monthly luncheons on Thursday, December 17.  Hospitality at 11:00am, program at 11:30am and lunch at 12:30pm at a cost of $11.00.  December's program:  "A well-respected and well-rehearsed handbell choir from Williamsville will play a music program filled with not only seasonal favorites, but also the most loved numbers of our classical canon."  To attend, call Betsy at 791-3416.  Maybe we can get a table together.
Marie

WNY UU Cluster Meeting

Ed Tormay & Ed McGreevy presented some information on Restorative Justice, and lively discussion followed for approximately 75 minutes. They brought handouts and several books for discussion. 


Bill Parke gave us an update on the St. Lawrence District happenings, and mentioned that he was collecting reports from the churches in our cluster to bring to the upcoming SLD Board meeting in Athens.


It was decided that the Cluster will not meet in December, and that the next meeting will be on January 14. The location will be either Buffalo or Amherst. More information will be provided as the date approaches.

Mark Flanders
NOAH

Parks
The Parks Taskforce worked diligently throughout the summer to keep the City of Niagara Falls moving forward. Following approval by the City and the Niagara Falls School Board, NOAH met with Mayor Paul Dyster to confirm completion of South Junior Park in 2009. New York State awarded the City a grant towards rehabilitation of the South Junior High School into apartments; the Mayor attributed his decision in part to NOAH’s commitment to the Park. A contract for construction of the South Junior Park has been awarded and construction will begin shortly. 

Jobs

It was recently discovered that the City of Niagara Falls passed a resolution requiring the hiring of 50% local workers for the construction of public projects. This resolution was passed in 1983. NOAH has begun meeting with the City of Niagara Falls and State Senator Antoine Thompson to negotiate how upcoming projects that receive state and federal money can benefit local workers.

Training
In July, NOAH sent four local leaders to the Gamaliel National Weeklong Training. 

In September, NOAH, VOICE-Buffalo and People United for Sustainable Housing (PUSH) held joint local leadership training. Nearly 90 local leaders from Western New York attended. Both training efforts were sponsored by the John R. Oishei Foundation. 

Ecumenical Worship Service
In mid-October, the NOAH Clergy Caucus held an ecumenical worship service, titled ‘The Blessedness of Unity,’ in order to bring the numerous churches in the region together for a time of worship. Many NOAH clergy and worship teams participated in this event, and the Rev. Al Warner of Set Free Ministry delivered the message.
Ed McGreevy
Worship

We are planning our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. We want to include aspects or stories from our various and diverse heritages. Please contact Ed Tormay if you wish to participate in the service or its planning. We also intend to bring our celebration of the holidays to Fairchild Manor in Lewiston, where Lucile McElwain is staying, and then to visit others in the area. We are considering December 23 or December 26 and also gathering participants. Please let Peter Diachun know your preference. 

Yvonne
From the Archives Closet   
Bazaars of seasons past
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Bazaar preparation late 1940's 

Mrs. Frank Frantz, Mrs. James Webb, unidentified, Mrs. Charles Engvall
The very first Unitarian Church holiday “Fair” took place just before Pearl Harbor Day on December 5, 1941. By the 1950’s it had become an anticipated Niagara Falls event. 


A great loss to today’s newspapers is the social or “women’s” section of sexist days gone by. Along with wedding announcements and club meetings, local news outlets gave significant space to church holiday bazaars.  


Mrs. J. Allen Johnson often was general chairperson of the Unitarian church bazaar in those days, and her daughter, Mrs. Hans Popp, chaired at least one committee.  The press always referred to a married woman by her husband’s name. Today these ladies would be Lucie Johnson and Helen Popp. 


The bazaar was a major fundraiser of the Women’s Alliance. This ladies’ group had been existence since the earliest days of the church when they were the cooks and waitresses for parish suppers. A nice scrapbook of ephemera recreates bazaars from two generations ago. 


A clipping of an “ad in the Gazette for November 18, 1965 bazaar”  had a slight error : “Many Niagara Falls residents have come to look f

orward to the annual bazaar of the First Presbyterian Church, 639 Main St.” (Wrong denomination, correct address.) It noted that preparing for this event was a year-round effort.  


“Town Square Bazaar” was the 1965 theme. Offered for sale were:  hand crafts, kitchen delights (baked goods,) candies, dresses and stuffed toys for children, books, antiques, especially glassware, aprons, and pickles, preserves and relishes. 


To entice prospective customers, a few recipes for long time favorite kitchen delights were printed.  Following is “Spanish bun bake.”  Note that even for 1965 the recipe as given is very old. 


Cream 1 cup brown sugar with butter or margarine the size of an egg (NB 1/4 cup.)  Add 2 eggs minus 1 egg white, beaten; 1/2 cup water; 1/2 tsp allspice; 1/2 tsp cinnamon, 1 cup flour, 2 tsp baking powder.  Bake at 350 degrees 25 minutes.  Ice with brown sugar that was beaten with remaining egg white. 


Other 1965 recipes were: lemon cheese (lemon filling,) Julekage - Danish Christmas coffee cake; Hungarian supper casserole; and Swedish almond cookies. 


We include a photo of four church ladies engaged in needlework for a 1940’s bazaar.  According to attribution on the back of the picture, they are:  Mrs. Frank Frantz, Mrs. James Webb, unidentified, and Mrs. Charles Engvall, wife of the then minister. They were working on aprons and the famous stuffed toys.  Can anyone identify the lady second from right with the clown toy? 


More on bazaar toys in the future. Joyce Peterson still has “church mice” toys from the bazaar.
Janet

UU Niagara Activities - December 2009

	
	Sunday

	Monday

	Tuesday

	Wednesday

	Thursday

	Friday

	Saturday


	29 

11a Sunday Service

	30 

	1 

	2 

	3 

6p N/A Rehearsal

	4 

5p N/A Rehearsal

5p Finance Committee

	5 

10a Caring Circle

12p Recovery Group

1p Class: “Preparing for the Holidays”


	6 

11a Sunday Service
1p Pot Luck Lunch
	7 

6p Habitat for Humanity

	8 

7p Book Discussion Group

	9 

	10 

6p N/A Rehearsal

	11 

9a Aids Food Drive

5p N/A Rehearsal

	12 

10a Aids Food Drive

12p Recovery Group


	13 

11a Sunday Service

	14 

	15 

	16 

	17 

6p N/A Rehearsal

	18 

5p N/A Rehearsal

5p Cooking Class - Christmas Baklava

	19 

10a Planning for Growth Team

12p Recovery Group

1p By-laws Committee

6p Family Movie Nite: Bing Crosby White Christmas


	20 

11a Sunday Service

1p Board Meeting

	21 

	22 

	23 

7p Caroling in Lewiston??

	24 

7p Christmas Eve Candlelight Carols 

8p Christmas Eve Reception

	25 

	26 

12p Recovery Group

6p N/A Play and Dance

7p Caroling in Lewiston??


	27 

11a Sunday Service

	28 

	29 

	30 

	31 

	1 

	2 

12p Recovery Group



	

	


If you have comments, arguments or articles you may submit them to the editor either electronically or on paper.

yvonnestocker@gmail.com
4118 Bell Street 

Niagara Falls NY 14305-1606

716 278-0176

Yvonne
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara



   
PO Box 2566, 

Niagara Falls, NY 14302
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