February 2010 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 
Sunday Services (11:00am)
Regular Sunday Services 

January 31: “Native American Spirituality” - Rev. John Rex
We may not be aware of the extent to which indigenous Americans have been and continue to be spiritual.  Let us consider some of what are original American religions.

February 7:  “Confession is Good for the Soul” – Rev. Theresa Kime
Why do so many spiritual traditions think it important to acknowledge our mistakes, our sins?  How might confession enable us to come closer to the people we truly want to be?  Let’s explore these questions. 

February 14: “Love” – Water Street Quartet

Musical Celebration instrumental and song!

February 21:  “In Praise of Winter” – Rev. Theresa Kime 
We live in a place where winter takes up many months on our calendar!  How might we better appreciate this season of cold and snow? 
 
February 28: “Only a Piece of Paper” – Rev. Donald Reidell
A reflection on the cost of money.
Minister’s Saturday Schedule
Friday, February 5: 

      5:45-7:15pm Stewardship Committee (Pledge Drive) 

Saturday, February 6:

      9:00-10:00am Worship Committee
      10:00-Noon Caring Circle
      2:00-4:00pm Leadership Development Training, Session 2 

Friday, February 19:

      5:45-7:15pm Stewardship Committee (Pledge Drive)  

Saturday, February 20:

      10:00-Noon Planning for Growth Team
      2:00-4:00pm Leadership Development Training, Session 3
      4:00-5:00pm Calls and visits 

Sunday, February 21:

      1:00-3:00pm Board meeting in the Founder’s Room
From Your Minister

February!  A tough winter month for us in the northern climes, but Valentine’s Day can be a bright spot.  Whether we have a sweetheart or not, turning our focus to love and the many ways we experience it, and offer it, can lighten up our weather-weary spirits.


I see many expressions of love in this congregation.  You reach out to one another when someone is going through a difficult time; you offer help when there has been a health challenge; you have great potlucks;  you tend to the building; you reach out to the larger community, individually and through special projects and donations; you enjoy one another’s company and ideas at adult religious education classes; folks on committees  work to have high quality Sunday services, create a welcoming place for children, tend to the financial well being of the church, create and oversee policies and bylaws that enhance church life, seek ways to connect and care for one another, and attend to fostering attitudes and actions that will enable growth.  What a list!  And no doubt there’s more you can think of.


I hope this February, amidst the ice and snow, thoughts about the fire and warmth of this religious community will keep you hopeful and toasty, so that you might affirm the love offered here, the love you give here, and the love you experience here in so many different ways.


Happy Valentine’s Day!
   Terry


President’s Corner
Having several first time guests last Sunday was great!  They are very welcome.

It is important that our greeting and welcoming skills be practiced.  Last Fall Rev. Terry led an all Congregation workshop on this important activity.  We learned some of the important elements of effectively greeting everyone attending Church—both members and guests.

We should review these now:

· Say “Hello” and introduce guests to other people.

· Practice active listening.  Hear a guest’s story.  Pay attention to what is said.

· Wear your name tag.  It is a courtesy to both members and guests.

No one has volunteered to organize a greeting program formally.  We are small and all of us need to do this.  It would, however, be better if a person or group were also responsible for making sure it is always done well.  When we fortunately have several guests at one time, we want to be sure each person is properly greeted.  A good follow-up is very important, for example, being sure an Information Packet is offered, and that guests actually receive the Powerline if they want it.

This is a call for volunteers to lead this important activity.  Please consider this opportunity to serve the Church and, perhaps, yourself.  A well-organized and conducted greeting program could be an important element in the quality of our Church and its future.

WE NEED YOU!

Anyone willing to volunteer please see Peter Diachun.
Peter Diachun
Our People
Joyce Peterson

Church members and friends were deeply saddened by the sudden death of long time member Joyce Peterson on Monday, December 21.  Joyce suffered a heart attack while a patient at Mt. St. Mary's Hospital.  Joyce and her husband John had been members of the church since early in the 1950s when they married and moved to Niagara Falls.   
Their three children, Gretchen, Judy and Jeff, were brought up in the church but have moved away to pursue their own careers.  Joyce's family and Rev. Kime conducted a lovely memorial service in her honor on Monday, December 28.  Joyce's love of nature and music, as well as her Swedish history, helped personalize the service.  She will be greatly missed by our community.
Sandy Perry

Sandy Perry passed away early Wednesday morning January 20 after a long illness.  He was peaceful and not in pain and just basically went to sleep.  He had great care in his last few months. His son Adam was able to spend Christmas with him in Germany.  He was lucid, although very fatigued, all the way to the end.  


A memorial service will be held in Germany before the end of January. In a few months his children, Adam and Anne, will hold a memorial/celebration for their father here in Western New York so people on this side of the Atlantic can attend.  Details will be forthcoming.

Pat Loretto

Our long time member Pat Loretto is living with her son Tom and his family in Saudi Arabia for at least six more months.  
She may be contacted by using Tom’s home e-mail tloretto@yahoo.com
or by post

Mrs. Patricia Loretto
% Mr. Thomas Loretto
Saudi ARAMCO
P.O. Box 5465
Dhahran 31311
Saudi Arabia

Mail takes about two weeks and stamps for a one oz. letter are 98 cents.
Her birthday is February 19 and we believe this is a "0" year!!
Betsy Diachun
Pledge Campaign

We will be kicking off the Annual Pledge Campaign drive with a potluck luncheon on March 7 right after the Sunday Service. Please bring a dish to pass. There will be information about pledging at the potluck.  Please contact Campaign Chair, Erica Kopp, to help in the work of this year’s Pledge Drive.
Erica Kopp – Campaign 2010 Chair
Social Action 
Recognizing the contributions of members of this congregation is important.  Many members contributed to this year's Christmas tree project. It culminated on January 10 during coffee hour when Suzanne Shears, executive director of Niagara Community Action Program, received the items knitted by Shari Burke, Betsy Diachun, Barbara Hathaway and Joy Rowlinson. Gary McCunn and Yvonne Stocker were spotted hanging items on the tree.  Joy Rowlinson provided the tree. NIACAP also received the monthly outreach donation coordinated by Yvonne Stocker, Janet McKenna, and Betsy Diachun.  NIACAP is a county-wide service organization. See their web site www.niagaracap.org 

This congregation participates in the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee's Fair Trade coffee project. Information is available in the Fall 2009 issue of the UUSC's newsletter and at www.uusc.org Peter Diachun can tell you more about this project. If you think we, in this congregation, should expand support of Fair Trade initiatives, speak with Ed McGreevy. 

Marge Gillies initiated the congregation's participation in the YWCA's Stand against Racism last spring. Please speak with Marge if you would you like to be involved in planning and organizing this year's effort.

Ed McGreevy

Drumming

On January 19, a group of UU members and guests gathered for a lively hour of drumming facilitated by Sunnie Thomas. Our next gathering is planned for Saturday, February 20 at 3:30pm. If you are interested in participating please contact Erica. 
Erica
Here We Grow

We have vigorously started on one of the goals set by our Growth Team, to create a visual image of our membership; who we are and how we are a part of the larger community. The Team has participated in sharing our individual stories in a session led by our anthropologist Shari Burke and recorded by her husband Bill. Five more sessions are scheduled over the next month. We hope to invite all our members and friends interested in participating. If we have missed you, please contact Yvonne Stocker so that we can arrange a group for you to join. All the sessions will be recorded and Bill will produce a CD for each of the participants. We have also gathered a core group of artists who will listen to these stories and then work to interpret them into a physical form. Anyone is welcome to join them. Some ideas of representation have been mentioned but the artists are free to interpret as they will. We hope to be able to take a plan, prototype, or photograph with us to the next workshop which will be held in Canandaigua in April.

We need participation by all in telling the stories. We need fertile, creative minds to image the stories in a tangible way. We need people with building and craft skills to bring the stories and vision into physical form.

During this darkest time of the year, let your thoughts and feelings about this gestate and percolate. Something good is bound to emerge as the Wheel of the Year turns toward spring.


You might find the January issue of Small Talk--the Newsletter of Small Congregations by Dana Dwinell-Yardley, "The Financial Crisis and Your Congregation," interesting. http://www.spiritoflifepublishing.com/ (click on the "download latest issue" link partway down the page).
Yvonne
Book Discussion Group 
On February 9 we will discuss Proust Was A Neuroscientist by Jonah Lehrer.
Science is not the only path to knowledge. In fact, in understanding the brain, art got there first. The author shows how various artists each discovered an essential truth about the mind that neuroscience is only now rediscovering.
Judy

Adult Reflection and Discussion 
Sunday mornings at 9:45am in the Founder’s Room. Discussions are lively and it is not necessary to have done homework to come.
Judy

Evensong
Evensong is postponed until Judy recovers sufficiently from an attack of Shingles.
Judy
News From CRE

The children had an eventful January. They investigated a variety of traditions: Christianity, Three Kings Day, and Baha’I as part of World Religion Day. They especially enjoyed Lohri, celebrated by some Hindus, Buddhists, and Sikhs. The Lohri celebration includes a bonfire, so a small but contained bonfire in the kitchen commemorated it.  

 

The children’s favorite activity is Movie Nite. In January with eight children, two dogs, and lots of adults, the kids had lots of fun. Popcorn ended up everywhere but everyone had a good time. The CRE kids will host February’s Movie Nite. 

 

For children visiting the church for the first time we have designed folders to keep. They are in the Narthex and are labeled.  There will also be clipboards with paper and coloring pencils to occupy children accompanying their parents for the entire church service.  

 

The CRE accepts donations of craft supplies such as colored paper, paint, construction paper, glue sticks and so on.  

 

Anyone wishing to participate with the children can join any class. Contact Erica or Ed Tormay for more information. 

Erica, Ed, Alex
Birthdays     February
 9th – Sagan Malluma 

 9th – Shelley Collins   

11th – Angela Flower

19th – Pat Loretto

22nd – Ed Tormay
Social

COOKING
At the Second FUUN Cooking Class on January 14 the FUUN Cooks made Chinese stir-fry using veggies, pork, and tofu. Thank you, Rev. Terry for showing us how to use tofu.  In the class we learned what goes into the wok first, second, third and so on.  We also made some quick sauces and learned the correct timing of adding the sauce to the wok.  Thank you everyone for joining me.  

The Third FUUN Cooking session on Friday, February 19 at 6:00pm features

SUSHI, IT’S NOT JUST RAW FISH.  Roll your own “log” of Sushi.  Customize your Sushi, put only what you want into it.  We will not be using any raw fish. We will use fake crab.  Please contact Marie at 745-7149, or rhoward@localnet.com  to register. A contribution of $5.00 per participant covers supplies.
If you would like to show the FUUN Cooks how to make something or there is something you would like to try, just let Marie know.   Hope to see you in the FUUN kitchen.  
 
MOVIE NITE 

The January movie, To Wong Foo, amused the audience (over 20 people and two dogs) which laughed and giggled while watching Wesley Snipes, Patrick Swayze, and John Leguizamo as drag queens.  Not only did these guys make beautiful women, they wore some of the most striking clothing.  Sorry if you missed it.   

February Movie Nite:  Saturday February 27, at 7:00pm - “Spies Like Us” 
In this first movie that Chevy Chase and Dan Aykroyd did together, they portray two government desk jockeys who cheat their way through a civil service entry exam and (incredibly) become globetrotting undercover operatives. Aykroyd and Chase generate the verve and spontaneity of a Hope-Crosby “Road” movie.  Bob Hope turns up in a cameo role.   
 

March Movie Nite: Saturday March 20, at 7:00pm

This will be the final Movie Nite until October, so let’s have some fun with a pajama party. Wear your jammies and slippers, bring your snuggle blanket for the March Madness Movie Nite!  More details next month. 
Marie

WNY UU Cluster Meeting

The WNY Cluster of UU Churches meets on Thursday, February 11 at 7:00pm in the Parish Hall at the UU Church of Buffalo, 695 Elmwood Avenue. Attendees should enter through the Garden Doors facing West Ferry and exit through the Elmwood Ave. doors.

· Rev. Tim Ashton seeks a replacement as the UU representative to the Network of Religious Communities in WNY. 

· The UU Church of East Aurora begins the "Welcoming Congregation" series of workshops on Friday, January 29 at 7:00pm. This series of ten workshops is designed to help individuals recognize how homophobia affects themselves and others, and find ways to overcome it.  
Participation is open to all.

Mark Flanders
Worship

We continue development of our Sunday Services to include ideas and perspectives of all our members. Input is always welcome and needed.
Yvonne

From the Archives Closet   
The Niagara Unitarian Church goes to war

 

The church organ loft has been cluttered with piles of sheet music, unplayed in years, and we were asked to weed it out. The cover to the music “Meditation on Bach’s First Prelude” by Charles Gounod bore the date 4-1-42 and the note “offertory.”  It had been featured at a service before we were born! 


What happened at the Unitarian Church of Niagara Falls in 1942 other than playing this piece during the offertory?  Three issues of the “Niagara Unitarian,” the church’s typed newsletter, show an institution gradually adjusting to a major worldwide conflict. 


The Rev. Robert Day was the minister. In addition to his weekly Sunday sermons, he married, buried and dedicated (“christened” in those days) local Unitarians. He edited the “Niagara Unitarian” also, making it a mixture of editorial, theology, and church news. 


Rev. Day was active in the community. He noted that he had spoken at meetings of the YWCA, the Men’s Club at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, the Masonic Lodge at Ransomville, the Rotary Club, the Community Chest campaign, the Niagara Mother’s Club, Temples Beth El and Beth Israel and the Lions Club of Niagara Falls, Ontario, among others.  He served on the board of Social Welfare and was involved in the church’s long-standing affiliation with Planned Parenthood.  He was a member of a committee which interviewed the Commanding Officer at Fort Niagara regarding the chaplain service there. 


As the year progressed, more of the church’s men joined the armed services. By year’s end they were:  Eugene Donley, Nathan Eastman, Donald Glazer, Donald Greenwood, Charles Hall, Alexander Imlay, Grant Johns, John Raye, and Richard Wills.  

A social column entitled “Personals” was church gossip of births, graduations, marriages, etc.  We were struck by the heavy Ivy League college representation. 

The Women’s Alliance Red Cross sewing group met weekly as did their Apron Committee. This group of ladies had existed since earliest days.  They held general gatherings monthly. They were major church fundraisers with two annual rummage sales. The famous holiday bazaar or Church Fair had just begun in 1941. Mrs. J. Allen Johnson was set to chair the Annual Church Fair on December 4, 1942.   


Members were urged to contribute merchandise for the Fair and to talk it up among their associates.  “Make the term Unitarian Fair stand for something definite and specific in the mind of the general public. Observe the people who habitually eat out and remind them of the supper we serve.” 


They cooked and ate quantities of food, what with Alliance luncheons and monthly church suppers. One wonders how later rationing determined the menus.  

Sunday school was affected by newly imposed gasoline restrictions.  “There are several children in the LaSalle district who are too small to come by bus whose parents might cooperate in providing transportation.” Children coming to Sunday School by bus? 


The total active membership was reported at 125, according to Rev. Day.  The church officers for 1942-43 were:  P. Godfrey Savage, president; Glenn Forrester, vice-president; Bertine Popp, secretary, and Donald Auman, treasurer, who held this post for years.


With the closing of the church on Sunday, June 28, Mrs. Roy Fowler, the organist, resigned her position. Mrs. Fowler’s pen wrote the 1942 date on Gounod’s sheet music. More on organists another time. 
Janet

UU Niagara Activities – February 2010
	Sunday

	Monday

	Tuesday

	Wednesday

	Thursday

	Friday

	Saturday


		1 

6p Habitat for Humanity

	2 

	3 

	4 

	5 

5:45p Stewardship Committee 

	6 

9a Worship Committee

10a Caring Circle

12p Recovery Group

1:30p Story Gathering-3
2p Leadership Development Class 2


	7 

11a Sunday Service

	8 

	9 

7p Book Discussion 
Group

	10 

	11 

8a UU Cluster of WNY

	12 

	13 

9:30a Inductive Loop Demonstration

12p Recovery Group

12p Wedding - Pastor Peter

1p Story Gathering - 4


	14 

11a Sunday Service

	15 

	16 

	17 

	18 

	19 

5:45p Stewardship Committee 

6p FUUN Cooking Class

	20 

10a Planning for Growth Team

12p Recovery Group

1p Story Gathering - 5

2p Leadership Development Class 3

3:30p Drum Circle


	21 

11a Sunday Service

	22 

	23 

	24 

	25 

	26 

	27 

12p Recovery Group

1p Story Gathering - 6

7p Family Movie Nite: Spies Like Us


	28 

11a Sunday Service

						

	

	


If you have comments, arguments or articles you may submit them to the editor either electronically yvonnestocker@gmail.com or on paper 4118 Bell Street, Niagara Falls NY 14305-1606 

or phone 716 278-0176

Yvonne
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara



   
PO Box 2566, 

Niagara Falls, NY 14302
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