January 2011 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara

Sunday Services (11:00am)
Worship Associate Gary McCunn and Caring Circle Associate Yvonne Stocker

January 2: “The Roof” – Rev. Theresa Kime
Continuing our series on the book, House for Hope: The Promise of Progressive Religion for the 21st Century, we’ll be exploring the subject of salvation, considering evil and atonement. Quite a start to the new year!

Chalice Group on this sermon series will meet from 12:45-2:00pm in the Founders Room.
 

January 9: “Connecting Our Region through Reconciliation” – Rabbi Drorah Setel

Rabbi Setel will speak about the Reconciliation Program being planned by the Network of Religious Communities.  This program is designed to help individuals and groups connect with one another across perceived divides of difference and disagreement as well as celebrate the growing diversity of our region.

January 16: “A Simple Heart: Clare and Francis” – Rev. Theresa Kime.
Today we’ll consider the lives and guidance of these two important spiritual leaders and saints in the Catholic tradition.

CELEBRATION AFTER SERVICE: THE UNVEILING OF OUR NEW FUUN FACEBOOK PAGE!

Board meets in the Founders Room at 1:00pm. All members are welcome to attend.

January 23: “Forgive and Forget” – Rev. Don Reidell

The beginning of a new year is a time to look at what separates us from our divinity and our wholeness.
January 30:  “Retribution” – Rev. John Rex

Perhaps it is human nature, this need for revenge, for getting even.   We do it in our nation, with the blood and sacrifice of our armed forces, in our courts of law, with retributive justice, and in our personal lives with destroyed relationships.  The messages of religions on this subject are mixed.  Let’s consider...

Minister’s Weekend Schedule

Saturday, January 1: 

     NEW YEAR’S DAY: No meetings
Saturday, January 15:

     10:30am-Noon: Caring Circle
      1:30-3:30pm: Pastoral Care Training: Session 1
      3:30am-4:30pm: Planning for Growth Team

Sunday, January 16:

      1:00-3:00pm:  Board meeting in the Founders Room

Introduction To Pastoral Care: Classes Start January 15

  All are welcome to participate in these four sessions and learn how we might best support those undergoing life transitions and difficulties. We will consider what it means to help, listening skills, home and hospital visits, understanding loss and grief, stress and crisis, setting boundaries, self-care, resources and referrals. For those interested in becoming part of our congregation’s Caring Circle, this training is a prerequisite, but anyone can take the sessions whether or not they would like to serve on the Caring Circle team. Registration is required before Monday, January 10. Contact Rev. Terry at tkime1@verizon.net or by message on the church answering machine 285-8381.

From Your Minister

  Best wishes to all of you for a New Year full of promise and blessings.

  May we each find in this year new ways to open our hearts more fully, to engage our minds in useful and healthy ways, to connect with more care and kindness to those around us, those located in countries we may never visit, the earth’s many creatures and the earth itself. May we regularly come to include more as our kin.

  May we, as a congregation, continue to affirm respectful, kind, and appreciative ways of relating to one another. May the expansion of our vision of how we can reach out to make our larger community and our world more welcoming and just be ongoing.

  Grounded in, and guided by our Unitarian Universalist heritage, Principles, and

Living Tradition, may we draw ever closer to one another, our good hearts, and our vision of what we can become, together.

Wishing you peace and well being,

   Terry

President’s Corner

  During the church financial planning and budgeting process last year an extra effort was made to include participation by all members. The Board decided to expand this effort even more this year. This year each Powerline contains a summary of the monthly financial reports showing our progress towards meeting the yearly budget as set by the congregation at the annual meeting and the current financial condition of the church. We are starting the development of next year's budget in January, encouraging all members to participate fully with the Finance Committee in the detail development of the budget to be proposed to the congregation.

  This concentration on the church finances is necessary because we are operating at a substantial deficit every year that is slowly consuming our savings. Unless this is reduced or eliminated our operation as the church we now have is limited to a few more years. All members need to have a realistic understanding of our financial condition and alternatives available to us.

  It is very important that everyone understand that the process outlined below will allow us to make informed decisions about future Church finances and specifically about next year's budget at the Annual Meeting. Alternative fully developed budgets can be voted on at the Annual Meeting, but that is not the place for constructing budgets or their components. Ideally Members will have studied all proposals before the meeting and will be prepared to cast their informed votes.

  It must also be understood and accepted by everyone that once the budget is adopted and then implemented as the responsibility of the Board, it becomes operational. Only in an extreme situation that requires a Congregational Meeting can a revision to the budget be considered.

  Starting January 6, 2011 following coffee hour the Finance Committee will meet in the Founders Room to gather ideas from everyone on income and expense budget items line by line including any newly requested line items. Each idea and suggestion will be recorded line by line. This process will continue weekly until all ideas are expressed and recorded. All this will be published for another round of discussions. The Finance Committee will incorporate every idea into one or more alternative budgets that will be published for consideration by the entire membership. Only when everyone is satisfied that at least one of the possible alternative budgets reflects their ideas will we be ready for the Annual Meeting. There a budget will be adopted and implemented ending further consideration, avoiding the need for constant revision throughout the year.

Peter Diachun

Monthly Second Saturday Work Parties

  Parties to work on the building are being held the second Saturday of each month from 9:00-Noon. The first of these was held in December. Participation was very small, but important work was accomplished. Please join the next Work Party on January 8. In addition to work this is again scheduled to include an introduction to the operation of the heating system which has a new control system thanks to some of the work done last month.

Building and Grounds: Peter Diachun
Board of Trustees News

  December 19 Board meeting highlights:

  Peter Diachun has put in place a first stage process for avoiding sewage backup and flooding. There will be a new Pastoral Care class and we are starting up a membership committee. Talk with Rev. Terry if you are interested. Planning for next year's budget and inclusion of the congregation in the process was discussed. We want to hear all ideas and answer questions before the last minute at the congregational meeting.

  If you have any questions, speak with a board member. Full minutes are available in a binder in the Founders Room.

  Next Board meeting: Sunday, January 16 at 1:00pm. All members are welcome.

Financial Reports

  The following is a condensed summary of the financial progress and condition of the Church.  Complete financial reports are available to any member on a one-time or monthly basis.  Request them from any Board member:

	
	Church Year
	
	Church Year

	
	8/1/2010 Through 7/31/2011
	
	8/1/2010 Through 7/31/2011

	
	Actual Year to Date
	
	Budget for the

	
	As of Nov. 30 2010
	
	Full Year

	
	
	
	

	Income from Operations
	$13,722
	
	$39,300

	Income from Investments
	$1,418
	
	$4,000

	Total Income
	$15,140
	
	$43,300

	Expenses from Operations
	$18,923
	
	$66,100

	Capital Contributions Less Capital Expenses
	-$290
	
	-$4,000

	Change in Money Assets for the Year
	-$4,073
	
	-$26,800

	
	
	
	

	Total Money Assets as of November 30, 2010
	$112,333
	
	

	
	
	
	


Book Discussion Group
  On January 11, we will discuss Still Alice by Lisa Genova, a compelling novel about a fifty-year old woman’s (Alice) descent into early onset Alzheimer’s Disease, written entirely from Alice’s point of view.

  Our February 8 book is The Forger’s Spell by Edward Dolnick, a true story of Vermeer, Nazis and the greatest art hoax of the twentieth century. A mesmerizing account of art theft, criminal psychology, and military history, it vividly portrays a staggeringly successful Dutch art forger.

Judy

Caring Circle 

  Our group continues to work to keep people connected. If you or someone you know needs something, please contact Judy Bongiovanni, Marge Gillies, Yvonne Stocker or Peter Diachun. If giving is better than receiving, we need to give the opportunity to give.

Judy

Outreach Opportunities 

  HART (Home Assistance Referral Team) is our outreach recipient for January 16. As part of FUUN’s outreach effort, we donate the offering on the third Sunday of each month to a local non-profit agency.

  Based in Lewiston and serving Niagara County, HART is a referral service linking those in need of assistance to qualified persons who can provide the assistance.

  HART provides the names of workers for personal care, assistance with housekeeping and outdoor chores, and companionship to folks needing help in remaining at home longer, more comfortably and safer.

  A HART representative will tell us more about its mission.

Janet
Worship Community

  We have discussed, from time to time, attending services at area churches/temples other than our own, but this often ends with statements like, "On Sunday, I'd rather attend my own service!" Fair enough, but what of an opportunity that comes along on a Saturday morning? This might be a great opportunity to attend someone else's service TOGETHER! The Eds are planning to go to Temple Beth El, 720 Ashland Ave. in the Falls where Rabbi Setel will lead her regular service on Saturday, January 8 at 10:30am, one day before Rabbi Setel speaks at our church on January 9.  Please let Ed or Ed know if you would be interested in going as a group? We might go out to lunch afterward, that is, after the “Oneg Shabbat” (coffee hour) following their service. Takers?

Ed & Ed

Operation Paperback Book Drive – under way!

  Uncle Sam’s troops want your “gently used” paperback books and current magazines for the Operation Paperback Book Drive kicking off on January 2!

  As part of FUUN’s outreach initiative for February, the church is partnering with the Operation Paperback project sponsored by Friends of the North Tonawanda Public Library. This is an opportunity to clear your own and your associates’ shelves of pre-owned books and magazines to be sent overseas for recreational reading by US troops.

  Most requested types of books include: military history, action/adventure, science fiction/fantasy, general history, suspense/thriller, general fiction, biography. Recent magazines, from 2010+ should concentrate on sports, automotive, history areas. Remember, readers are mostly men, so any romances should be directed to public library book sales.

  Books can be left in the back corner of Unity Hall any time during January and February, says Janet McKenna. A sign on the wall points to the deposit site. Kristin Van Slyke, local liaison for Operation Paperback and FUUN’s outreach speaker for February, will collect them after her talk on February 20.

  “Many of our troops are far from home and live in facilities that provide few comforts of home,” says Ms. Van Slyke. “At the end of the duty day, they enjoy escaping into a good book.” Books are collected and shipped under the sponsorship of groups like churches and libraries throughout the country, and North Tonawanda Library is the closest to us.

  Founded in 1999, Operation Paperback is a non-profit organization incorporated in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Your book donations are tax deductible. To find out more about the group’s mission, visit its web site at http://www.operationpaperback.org. Particularly inspiring are the thank you notes sent by the military “library clerks” who distribute the books in Afghanistan and other places.

  We may not support the war, but in this small way we can support the troops, is Janet’s opinion.

Janet
Adult Reflection and Exploration
  We continue to share opinions on a variety of topics Sundays at 9:45am in the Founders Room. Everyone is welcome along with his or her diverse opinions. Most discussions are based on articles found in the UU World. Reading the article is helpful but not required.

Judy

News From CRE

  During the December 19 service, the children sang This Little Light Is Mine, led by Matt Christensen, Bryce held the children’s Chalice (a three-wick candle), Madison sang, and Vicky clapped. In December they discussed and learned about other traditions. Their favorite activity was playing with the dreidel [A dreidel is a four-sided spinning top, played with during the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah.] They also hosted movie nite with popcorn, chocolate and pop.

[image: image1.png]7





Dreidels for sale at Mahane Yehuda market in Jerusalem
  In January the children will work on the third principle, acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations. Madison and Vicky will lead the congregation with opening words once a month. 

The words are:  

We are the church of an open mind, 

We are the church of a loving heart, 

We are the church of the helping hands, 

We are the church that cares for the earth, 

We are the church that works for friendship and peace.
  Anyone interested in helping CRE, call or text: 523-8103 or email Erica ericakopp@yahoo.com or Ed Tormay columbaltd22@gmail.com

Erica, Ed

SOCIAL 
  Ease into the New Year with an easy potluck and game night. First Friday, January 7 is our next potluck with food and fun. We will gather at 6:00pm and plan to start eating at 6:30pm. There will be NO homemade food allowed!  We will relax with carry out, prepared, packaged food.  Following directly after are games. Peter will organize Bridge.  Judy will bring Scrabble. Erica will bring children’s games. Come with a friend, relax and enjoy. Please contact Erica at 523-8103 if you need a ride.  

 Movie Nite is January 22 at 7:00pm – further details to follow in the Sunday order of service and weekly announcements.

  Drum circle is being planned; we are looking for a leader. Hopefully it will be once a month starting in February. If you are interested in drum circle and want to be kept up to date contact Erica.

Marie

Denomination
  The UUA Board of Trustees has approved a proposal to use Appreciative Inquiry to engage congregations in developing a shared vision for the UUA.  The plan calls for clusters of congregations to meet with AI facilitators in early 2012 and for the UUA board and staff to use reports of those meetings to develop a shared vision statement later in the spring of that year. Read the UU World story http://www.uuworld.org/news/articles/174076.shtml.
  Take a look at the schedule and workshops for the upcoming St. Lawrence District Assembly in Ithaca, NY scheduled for April 29-30. http://www.sld.uua.org/newsletters/2010/da2011flyer.pdf
  The Unitarian Universalist Historical Society has just announced UU history and heritage prizes in five categories that will be awarded over the next three years.  Youth Heritage - Seminarian History - Religious Education - Heritage Project - Congregational History http://www.uuhs.org/prizes/UU_history_heritage_prizes.htm
Yvonne

New Year Predictions

  Nolan Curtis found these predictions and we share them with our readers. Whether these changes are good or bad depends in part on how we adapt to them.  But, ready or not, here they come!

1. The Post Office Get ready to imagine a world without the post office.  They are so deeply in financial trouble that there is probably no way to sustain it long term.  Email, Fed Ex, and UPS have just about wiped out the minimum revenue needed to keep the post office alive.  Most of your mail every day is junk mail and bills. 

2. The Check Britain is already laying the groundwork to do away with checks by 2018.  It costs the financial system billions of dollars a year to process checks.  Plastic cards and online transactions will lead to the eventual demise of the check.  This plays right into the death of the post office.  If you never paid your bills by mail and never received them by mail, the post office would absolutely go out of business. 

3. The Newspaper The younger generation simply doesn't read the newspaper.  They certainly don't subscribe to a daily delivered print edition.  That may go the way of the milkman and the laundry man.  As for reading the paper online, get ready to pay for it.  The rise in mobile Internet devices and e-readers has caused all the newspaper and magazine publishers to form an alliance.  They have met with Apple, Amazon, and the major cell phone companies to develop a model for paid subscription services. 

4. The Book You say you will never give up the physical book that you hold in your hand and turn the literal pages.  I said the same thing about downloading music from iTunes.  I wanted my hard copy CD.  But I quickly changed my mind when I discovered that I could get albums for half the price without ever leaving home to get the latest music.  The same thing will happen with books.  You can browse a bookstore online and even read a preview chapter before you buy.  And the price is less than half that of a real book.  And think of the convenience!  Once you start flicking your fingers on the screen instead of the book, you find that you are lost in the story, can't wait to see what happens next, and you forget that you're holding a gadget instead of a book. 

5. The Land Line Telephone Unless you have a large family and make a lot of local calls, you don't need it anymore.  Most people keep it simply because they're always had it.  But you are paying double charges for that extra service.  All the cell phone companies will let you call customers using the same cell provider for no charge against your minutes. 

6. Music This is one of the saddest parts of the change story. The music industry is dying a slow death. Not just because of illegal downloading. It's the lack of innovative new music being given a chance to get to the people who would like to hear it. Greed and corruption is the problem with the record labels and radio conglomerates simply self-destructing. Over 40% of the music purchased today is "catalog items" of traditional music by older established artists that the public is familiar with.  This is also true on the live concert circuit. To explore this fascinating and disturbing topic further, check out the book, "Appetite for Self-Destruction" by Steve Knopper, and the video documentary, "Before the Music Dies." 

7. Television Revenues to the networks are down dramatically, not just because of the economy. People are watching TV and movies streamed from their computers.  And they're playing games and doing all lots of other things that take up the time that used to be spent watching TV. Prime time shows have degenerated down to lower than the lowest common denominator. Cable rates are skyrocketing and commercials run about every 4½ minutes. I say good riddance to most of it. It's time for the cable companies to be put out of their misery. Let the people choose what they want to watch online and through Netflix. 

8. "Things" That You Own Many of the very possessions that we used to own are still in our lives, but we may not actually own them in the future. They may simply reside in "the cloud." Today your computer has a hard drive and you store your pictures, music, movies, and documents. Your software is on a CD or DVD, and you can always re-install it if need be.  But all of that is changing. Apple, Microsoft, and Google are all finishing up their latest "cloud services." That means that when you turn on a computer, the Internet will be built into the operating system. So, Windows, Google, and the Mac OS will be tied straight into the Internet. If you click an icon, it will open something in the Internet cloud. If you save something, it will be saved to the cloud. And you may pay a monthly subscription fee to the cloud provider.  

  In this virtual world, you can access your music or your books, or your whatever from any laptop or handheld device. That's the good news. But, will you actually own any of this "stuff" or will it all be able to disappear at any moment in a big "Poof?" Will most of the things in our lives be disposable and whimsical? It makes you want to run to the closet and pull out that photo album, grab a book from the shelf, or open up a CD case and pull out the insert. 

9. Privacy If there ever was a concept that we can look back on nostalgically, it would be privacy. That's gone. It's been gone for a long time anyway. There are cameras on the street, in most of the buildings, and even built into your computer and cell phone. But you can be sure that 24/7 "They" know who you are and where you are, right down to the GPS coordinates, and the Google Street View. If you buy a thing, your habit is put into a zillion profiles, and your ads will change to reflect those habits. And "They" will try to get you to buy something else.  Again and again.

All we will have that can't be changed are our Memories – even those seem to fade.

Nolan Curtis
January Birthdays     

	5th
	–
	Norm Rowlinson

	12th
	–
	William Gray

	14th
	–
	Karen Labosky

	14th
	–
	Teresa Labuszewski

	30th
	–
	Susan Diachun


From the Archives Closet: Chalice inaugurated 

  Under the ministry of the Rev. Charles Engvall after World War II, the First Unitarian Church of Niagara Falls was heavily involved in international-themed activities. Beginning in 1945, Rev. Engvall’s service followed Rev. Robert Day’s long pastorate.  

  “The Niagara Unitarian” was a typewritten and mimeographed sheet which was a combination order of service and newsletter. “The Niagara Unitarian” of Dec. 30, 1946 ran this description of a new symbol. Since then it has become the sign of Unitarian Universalist churches worldwide.  
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Symbol of Unitarian Service

  The new outdoor church sign is formally presented today.  Distinctive is the use of the symbol of the Unitarian Service Committee, officially organized in May 1940, which is now working in 15 countries in five continents.  Member of the National War Fund the Committee has won wide international recognition. Wherever its workers are to be found they wear the symbol outlined here [The “Unitarian” shows a crude drawing of chalice within one circle. The second circle was acquired at the time of the Unitarian-Universalist merger in 1961.] This symbol is known by thousands of war victims as a sign of help and comfort. Some of them may come to Niagara in the years ahead.  On our church sign they would instantly recognize a place of help and comfort in the community. Drawn by a refugee in Lisbon, Hans Deutsch, painter and musician of considerable ability in Paris before the war, the seal represents a chalice with a flame burning the holy oil of helpfulness and sacrifice. It is the kind of a chalice which might have been found in medieval churches.  The somewhat modernized chalice is blue with the red flame burning against a white background. Also to be found on the new church sign are the words:  “Free Faith with a Friendly Welcome.” 

Janet
UU Niagara Activities – January 2011

	Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 

New Years Day : No meetings

2 

11a Sunday Service

12:45p

Chalice

group
3 

6:30p Habitat for Humanity

4 

5 

6 

7 

6p Potluck - prepared food / take out - Game Night

8 

9a Saturday Work Party 

9 

11a Sunday Service

10 

11 

7p Book Discussion Group

12 

13 

7p WNY UU Cluster Meeting

14 

15 

10:30a Caring Circle

1:30p Pastoral Care Training: Session 1

3:30p Planning for Growth Team

16 

11a Sunday Service

1p Board Meeting

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

7p Movie Nite

23 

11a Sunday Service

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

11a Sunday Service

31 



	


If you have comments, arguments or articles you may submit them to the editor either electronically yvonnestocker@gmail.com or by mail 4118 Bell Street, Niagara Falls NY 14305-1606 or phone 716 278-0176

Yvonne

First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara



   
PO Box 2566, 

Niagara Falls, NY 14302




 

US 

Return Service Requested
 

JANUARY 2011 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 Happy New Year!
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