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Still to come in December:

December 30 - "Living Without an Instruction Manual" - Yvonne Stocker

Our capability to create meaning, learn and grow: An investigation 
into curiosity, development and doubt.
___
January 6 - "The Christmas Menorahs" - Rev. Frances Manly and the Church School

The snowstorm on December 16 delayed our holiday intergenerational service. So we'll be offering it on the Twelfth Day of Christmas instead.

January 13 - "Jazz, Spirituality, and Social-Cultural Expression" - Dennis Duling - 'The Water Street Quartet'

January 20 - "Safety and Risk Revisited" - Rev. Frances Manly

A reprise of a topic from three years ago when we explored issues of safety and risk primarily within our congregation. Now for the big picture: Safety and risk in a country living in fear of terrorism.  The basic question remains the same:  What price are we willing to pay to feel safe and when, if ever, is it important to embrace risk instead?

January 27 - "The Best Resolution" - Rev. Donald Reidell

Resolutions are often the order of things for a new year. On this Sunday, I will present what I believe to be the best one.

~~~~

The Water Street Quartet: 

The Water Street Quartet, featuring Bernadine Ross, was formed in 2001 as an “in house” band of the Youngstown Yacht Club on Water Street in Youngstown. It performs there most Friday nights. Recently the band has played a number of other venues, including the Statler Hotel, the Twentieth Century Club, Canisius College, the Niagara Falls Country Club, the Village of Youngstown summer concert series in Faulker Park, churches from Tonawanda to Youngstown, and private parties.  (See more on The Water Street Quartet at the end of this Powerline issue.)

Congregational Dinner and Search Committee

There will be a dinner for the entire Congregation on January 18 starting at 6:00 PM. This will be catered by Carolyn's House so Church people will neither have to prepare the meal nor clean up.

The Search Committee will lead a discussion following the meal reporting the status of our work and to get some Congregational help. We are developing a UUA form called the Congregational Record which is published on a special section of the UUA website. It describes our Church in detail. This is a long and thorough form somewhat reminiscent of the survey we each recently completed. This Congregational Record takes the place of the “packet” a Church used to develop when searching for a minister. Ministers looking for a Church are able to read online these Congregational Records from Churches.

It is quite important that our Congregational Record be well prepared since this is what will attract a prospective minister to consider coming to us. We have used the information from our Congregational Survey to complete most of the entries on the form. Some of the information we have taken from our historic records. The Search Committee has composed other parts. We will share it completely with everyone. There are three questions we need help answering:

1. Does the congregation have a mission -- not a mission statement, but a glowing coal at its center -- and if so, what is it?
2. What congregational issues may never be resolved?
3. Describe the worst mistake your new minister could make.

Book Group
 

The Book Group will be meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 8 at 7 PM.  We will be continuing our format of reading a fiction book one month and non-fiction the next.  This month’s book, The Driven Out by Jean Pfaelzer, discusses the treatment of Chinese immigrants in the settlement of the United States.  Anyone is welcome to join us.

President’s Corner
 

So here we are entering 2008.  It promises to be an exciting and adventuresome year for our Church as we look for a new minister after Frances retires at the end of July.   I hope each of you will participate in this process.  We have an official Search Committee which will be doing all the leg work for us but we need to have input from each and every one of you.  You’ve all gotten copies of the questionnaire they sent out and hopefully you’ve turned in your response.  At our dinner on Friday, Jan. 18, they will discuss the results and their future direction.  People on the Committee are: Erica Kopp, Ed Tormay, Tom Yots, Joy Rowlinson, Yvonne Stocker, and Peter Diachun.   (See the announcement elsewhere in these pages.)

This holiday season has been brightened for us by Gary McCunn’s continued successes against his disease.  As I write, he is, hopefully, on his way to Niagara Falls for some time before surgery which has been scheduled for Jan. 9 back in New Haven.  The McCunn’s have been an inspiration for us all and we keep them in our hearts and thoughts through this time in their lives.

Let us continue to strive to be the people the world needs!

Betsy

~~~

Outreach Offering

On Sunday, Jan. 20, our regular “outreach offering” will be collected for the Mental Health Assoc. of Niagara County.  Many of our church members have worked with this worthy agency, or been on its board.  Back in the ‘60s our then Minister, Don Johnston, was on the board and he was instrumental in starting the “God Squad” – a group of religious leaders who went out to the County jail to counsel inmates.  If you can’t attend church that day and wish to make a donation to the Mental Health Assoc., please send a check to the treasurer well marked that it is for the Mental Health Assoc. donation.

St. Lawrence District Announcement

On Saturday, March 8, from 9 AM – 4 PM at the 1st UU Society of Syracuse, the SLD will hold a workshop on publicity and websites.  The church will pay the registration fee of anyone interested in attending and we’ll plan to drive together too.  Since we are trying to publicize ourselves – both locally and nationally – people are encouraged to attend.  See Betsy if you are interested.

Phone Tree

The importance of being on our phone tree was emphasized when we cancelled church services on Sunday, Dec. 16, because of the storm the night before. The decision wasn’t made until that morning so phoning was the best way to reach everyone.  If you aren’t getting called or know you aren’t on our list, please speak to Jeanne Aydelotte.

Upcoming Event

Sometime in February, Lois Hall and Carole Harris, Ph.D. are planning an organ recital at our church.  Many of you may remember when Lois was our music director and sang for us.  Stay tuned for further details.

Pledge Drive
With the beginning of a new year comes a new pledge drive.  Ed McGreevy is already starting to form a committee and get things started.  If you wish to, or can be a part of this, please speak to Ed.

Walking Together…

If you’ve flown on a plane in recent years, you’re used to having to produce a government-issued photo ID to get on the plane.  If you travel between the US and Canada, you know that the border guards are checking ID more carefully these days, and that before long you may need to have a passport or “passport-like” document to enter the US from Canada anywhere.  But what would you think and feel about having to present government-issued photo ID in order to participate in worship or in the business deliberations of your religious community?

No, we’re not about to start checking ID at the church door (unless we decide to do it some time just as an exercise to see what it would be like).  But this is exactly the situation that delegates and other attendees at the 2008 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association will face next June in Fort Lauderdale.  The problem is that the Fort Lauderdale Convention Center happens to lie inside the borders of Port Everglades, and everybody who enters the area governed by the Port Authority is subject to this kind of ID check.  In addition, everyone who enters is urged to be on the lookout for any kind of “suspicious activity” (which includes statements interpreted as anti-American) and to report to Port Security immediately.  When the commitments were being made a few years ago (that’s the lead time on these things) the convention center representatives said that the restrictions would be lifted by now; but they’re not the ones making the rules, and the restrictions are still in place.

It’s a difficult and complex situation.  Moving General Assembly (GA) at this late date would be virtually impossible; canceling it would cost the UUA around $800,000, which would obviously have to come out of other programs and services we all count on.  The UUA board and many others are specifically concerned about whether this policy could too easily lead to profiling of youth of color attending GA.  There is also a broader concern about who else might be prevented from entering because, for whatever reason, they can’t get proper ID.  And still broader is the question of whether we’re compromising some of our deepest values by allowing the government to screen those who wish to attend our worship (especially the Sunday morning worship, which is open not just to registrants but to the whole community).

My colleagues have been wrestling hard with this for the past few weeks on the UUMA-chat, an email discussion list.  Many others have, too.  Some people will boycott this GA; many others will go.  (I haven’t decided yet what I will do.) The UUA leadership is working hard at developing appropriate responses to the situation.  To find out more about the situation and what’s been done, said, and planned, please visit http://www.uuworld.org/news/articles/60906.shtml
The issue concerns all of us, whether or not we have ever attended a GA or ever expect to do so, because it’s not just about GA.  It’s about the price of security and the state of civil liberties in our country in a time of perceived danger; it’s about where we stand as a community of faith, and what our principles and values call us to do. There are no easy answers, but the challenge to each of us and all of us is to think deeply about the issues raised here, to listen well to one another, and to work together to find the best answers we can.

Blessings,
Frances
The minister is available at the church office by appointment and to visit members, especially those who are ill or unable to travel easily, in their homes.  If you would like to speak with her, or you know of someone who would like a call or a visit, please call her at home, at 837-9230, or e-mail franly@mac.com. She is usually available at church on Thursdays, 10 am – 2, but it's a good idea to call ahead and make sure. 

~~~

Meetings
Adult RE meets every Sunday at 9:45 AM discussing questions from articles in The UU World.  The class takes place in the Founders’ Room and all are welcome.

The Board will be meeting on Monday, Jan. 7, at 7 PM in the Founders’ Room.

Association Sunday Report

On October 21, we joined other UUs around the country in celebrating Association Sunday, including a special outreach offering to support the growth of our movement.  Together, we raised $855 for this special effort.  Funds raised at the 2007 Association Sunday will be used in the following ways:

· 50% to the UUA’s National Awareness Campaign: The latest ad is in the December 31 issue of Time magazine.

· 25% to create congregational growth grants: Grants will be distributed in proportion to funds raised per district.

· 25% to the Diversity of Ministry Team: We seek to provide the Unitarian Universalist Association’s Diversity of Ministry Team with the resources necessary to support ministers of color, Latino/a and Hispanic ministers, and the congregations that call them.

So far, Association Sundays for 2007 have raised approximately $1.1 million (including the $500,000 matching challenge gift). Approximately $200,000 more is expected.  Association Sunday 2008, next October, will focus on Growth in Spirit for all Unitarian Universalists and will support both lay theological education and excellence in ministry. 

From The Archive Closet:


The minutes of an organizational board of trustees are the most important record of its existence. They are the official documentation of actions taken by the organization.

At this point, I’ve assembled the church’s minutes from its founding in 1920 until 2000.

There seems to be a gap encompassing the years 1972-77. Computers didn’t exist then, so we are looking for paper copies of the board of trustees’ minutes for those years.

It’s a long time ago, but anyone having old papers in their attic, etc., would be thanked for donating them to the church archives.

WANTED: TRANSCRIBER

Skeeter Tower and I have interviewed a number of long time members on tape. 

I am looking for a person with good hearing who can transcribe the taped interviews to hard copy. This could be done at your leisure in bits and pieces.  Please contact me (Janet McKenna) if you are interested in contributing a bit of your time. Many thanks.

Janet

~~~

Network of Religious Communities Annual Meeting
“How Congregations Can Help Stop Violence” will be the theme of the 2008 Annual Meeting of the General Assembly of the Network of Religious Communities on January 17 at 6 PM at Temple Beth Am, 4660 Sheridan Drive, Williamsville. The dinner meeting will include a short business meeting to elect officers and adopt a budget, followed by a panel presentation on the evening’s theme. Members of a wide variety of faith communities will attend; all are welcome.  Tickets are $25.  For more information or to make a reservation, call the Network at 882-4793, or contact our UU delegate, the Rev. Tim Ashton, at 634-3010 by January 10.

More on The Water Street Quartet
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The Water Street Quartet

Saxophone: Mark Miller. Mark, from Lewiston, is employed full-time by Blue Cross/Blue Shield as a computer trouble shooter. He has a degree in music from Fredonia and, along with his musician spouse Chris, plays in several musical venues, from classical soloing to concert band performing. He also teaches saxophone, is active in the Youngstown Presbyterian Church, and has recently taken up golf with a passion.

Keyboards: Dennis Duling. Dennis, ordained as a Presbyterian minister, is an internationally known scholar of New Testament about to retire from Canisius College. He has returned to his interest in jazz after a hiatus of forty years. Dennis spends his spare time publishing, giving papers at professional conferences, playing golf, grandfathering, and trying to keep up with his retired, activist spouse Gretchen. 

Bass: Nick Ricciuti. Nick, from Youngstown, is a dialysis nurse specialist at Greater Niagara General Hospital and a teacher of his specialty at Erie Community College. He and his spouse, math teacher Michelle, have two daughters. Nick has multiple musical talents including guitar, which he teaches. He has played with several musical groups including one that specializes in Celtic music. He is too busy for golf!

Drums: Jim Jaremka. Jim, who spends many hours on the road between his home in East Aurora and Youngstown, is a retired businessman/salesman who works part-time in the boating business and volunteers his many technical and mechanical abilities to boaters and yachters. He is also a parent and his spouse, Sue, designs clothes for toys at Fisher-Price. Jim has been a drummer in many groups in genres from R&B to jazz.  He lends his talents to a newly formed jazz group in Buffalo as well.

Vocals: Bernadine Ross. Bernadine, who lives in Niagara Falls with her mother, is a widely traveled gemologist employed by the BOMI Grelick Corporation in Amherst. She loves jazz and popular music, has sung in various restaurants and clubs, and recently attended the Monterey Jazz Festival. “Bernie,” as band members affectionately call her, has offered her rich and sensual rendition of songs since the band’s formation.
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