January 2009 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 
Sunday Services for the Month of January 2009

Regular Services begin at 11:00am

January 4:  "Through the Portal" - Rev. Theresa Kime

Come and think about what the new year may hold for us.

January 11: "Drumbeat for Darfur" - Drew Beiter

A "multi-media presentation" a call to action in Darfur

January 18: "Celebrating Friendship" - Rev. Theresa Kime

You might want to bring a friend to this service as we consider the value of and appreciate the gift of friends in our lives.

January 25: "The Other Road" - Rev. Donald Reidell

Choices, Possibilities, Decisions, Results --- all have been put before us in life. A reflection as we enter the new year.
Minister’s Saturday Schedule
:  

Minister's Saturday Schedule:

Saturday January  3: 

10:00-noon Last Pastoral Care Training Class
Noon: Bring a bag lunch and join Rev. Terry, UU members and friends for lunch together
1:00-3:00 Membership Terry, Yvonne

Saturday January 17: 

10:30-noon Worship Committee
Noon: Bring a bag lunch and join Rev. Terry, UU members and friends for lunch together
1:00-2:30: Pastoral Care Committee Formation
2:30-3:30 Planning Staff Evaluations Terry, Marie, Yvonne
From Your Minister

      Blessings, blessings, blessings.  Don’t we have so very many?  Starting the new year off by recalling them may be one way we might foster a positive beginning.  A gratitude practice can be a good way to welcome 2009, and I invite you to join me in this for the month of January.

      Benedictine Brother David Stendl-Rast, in his essay found in the book For The Love Of God,” writes that “gratefulness brings joy to my life.”  “How shall we practice it?” he asks, and responds that there are many methods.  One Brother David uses that intrigues me is to take time each evening, before he turns off the light to go to sleep, to “jot down one thing for which I have never before been grateful.  I have done this for years,” he says “and the supply still seems inexhaustible.  When I stop taking things for granted, there is no end to the surprises I find,” he continues, “a grateful attitude is a creative one.”

      Knowing we are going to record our gratitude at day’s end can help us be more aware of them throughout the day.  Reading over our lists helps us recognize our abundance and blessings.

      So, happy January and happy 2009!  Let’s see what’s on our gratitude lists in a month, and Feb. 1 take time to reflect on what we’ve learned by keeping that list.  I would guess we’re in for some spiritual insight.

      Wishing you joy and peace,

Terry
President’s Corner

 
Our church along with eight other small congregations in the St. Lawrence District has been accepted to participate in the Small Congregation Pilot Project.

The board needs to form a Growth Team to work on this project for the next three years. Since there is an urgency to get moving and not knowing how difficult it would be to get sufficient and appropriate people to participate I interviewed several people who I felt could contribute to this effort and invited them to consider participation - the result was astounding - the following people all are enthusiastic to participate! 

Barbara Hathaway
Jean Speck
Skeeter Tower
Peter Diachun
Sagan Maluma

After discussions with Rev Terry, we request that each board member consider that they agree with us and if they see gaps in representation (are all ages and lengths of membership included?) that we might have missed.  Please tell us your thoughts! None of these people are currently on the board and other than Peter did not participate in the Search Team

Also we fell that the President of the Congregation and the Minister be members of this Team.
Yvonne
Worship

Your Worship team wants to make the Sunday Service a more meaningful experience. 
We are continuing the testimonials of personal belief In This I Believe – please speak with Ed Tormay to set your time! 
We are trying another experiment with announcements. We want to make this part or the service as effective as possible! In this iteration we will have the worship associate gather any announcements before the service and then present these immediately after the Benediction and just prior to the postlude. Do tell us (Yvonne, Ed or Rev Terry) how you feel this is working. 
Yvonne
Book Group
 

The BOOK GROUP is reading A Short History of Nearly Everything
by Bill Bryson, for their Tuesday, January 13th, 2009 meeting at 7:00 pm in Unity Hall.
Everyone is welcome.  It is not necessary to have read the whole book to participate in the discussion! 

As the title suggests, A Short History of Nearly Everything, is short for the topic and easy to read but perhaps starting to read early is a good idea. It’s recommended by Yvonne Stocker.
This is a book about life, the universe and everything, from the Big Bang to the ascendancy of Homo sapiens. "This is a book about how it happened," the author writes, "In particular, how we went from there being nothing at all to there being something, and then how a little of that something turned into us, and also what happened in between and since."              Judi

Social
We are celebrating the great gift of a baby for her sister with Adrienne, her husband, children and her mother on Sunday, January 18 right after the service in Unity Hall.
We are focusing on Adrienne’s immediate family for this party; however, any contribution of participation is welcome.

Betsy
Holiday Celebratory Baking

Every year I try this recipe and it comes out a little different every time.

        These are the ones I'm making this year:

        1 cup of water

         1 tsp baking soda

         1 cup of sugar

         1 tsp salt 1 cup of brown sugar

         Lemon juice

         4 large eggs

         1 cup nuts

         2 cups of dried fruit

         1 bottle Jose Cuervo Tequila

Sample the Cuervo to check quality. Take a large bowl, check the Cuervo again to be sure it is of the highest quality, pour one level cup and drink. Turn on the electric mixer. Beat one cup of butter in a large fluffy bowl. Add one teaspoon of sugar. Beat again. At this point it's best to make sure the Cuervo is still OK, try another cup just in case.

Turn off the mixer thingy. Break 2 legs and add to the bowl and chuck in the cup of dried fruit, Pick the fruit off the floor. Mix on the turner. If the fried fruit gets stuck in the beaters just pry it loose with a screwdriver. Sample the Cuervo to check for consistency. Next, sift two cups of salt, or something. Check the Jose Cuervo.

Now sift the lemon juice and strain your nuts. Add one table. Add a spoon of sugar. Whatever you can find. Grease the oven. Turn the cake tin 360 degrees and try not to fall over. Don't forget to turn off the burner. Finally, throw the bowl through the window, finish the Jose Cuervo and make sure to put the stove in the dishwasher

    ~ Make Peace and eat Animal Crackers~
The Xmas elves

Birthdays

January

12th – William Gray

14th – Karen Labosky

14th – Teresa Labuszewski

30th – Susan Diachun

UU News
WNY Cluster
The next meeting to be held on January 15th will focus on Worship and discuss how several members of the cluster might join together to create a traveling Model Service that will be truly engaging and unique for each congregation. We hope for participation from members of the Worship teams and any others interested in creating Engaging Worship. This is another opportunity to share and learn from our partners.
Yvonne
Outreach Offering

The church's plate collection on January 18 will be donated to the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.  The UUSC's mission is to "promote human rights in the U. S. and around the world."  Programs include:  Disaster Relief, Justice Sunday, Fair Trade Coffee Project, and Guest at Your Table. More information is available on their website. http://www.uusc.org
Our participation last year with the UUSC as a congregation included support for the victims of the earthquakes in China, the fires in California and the floods in Iowa. Also, all the coffee we drink is purchased through the Fair Trade Coffee Project.
Ed & Janet

GREEN SPACE

The next time you register a new product or fill in any form, if there is a box to request information, only check it if it’s for e-mail.  Don’t subscribe to any more junk mail!  Almost 2/3 of the mail USPS brings to American homes is junk mail and most of it goes straight into the trash.  You can do your little bit to stop it.
Yvonne
Religious Education – Adults

Regular sessions continue on Sunday at 9:30am in the Founders Room – all are welcome. We start discussions with the articles in UU World.
Judi
From The Archives

Norman Thomas comes to the Falls.
Over 400 listeners packed the Niagara Falls First Unitarian Church on the night of Nov.23, 1937.

They came to hear Norman Thomas speak on “Dictators, democracies and the reasons for them.”

Can anyone besides the Archivist identify Norman Thomas today? James G. Ryan writes of him in American National Biography: “A crusader for social justice and titular leader of the American Socialist party.”

His appearance was held under the aegis of the Unitarian Forum.  This was a lecture series promoted by the Rev. Robert B. Day, minister of the church. Contemporary issues were featured. Apparently it was known through the community.

Thomas had already run for President on the Socialist Party ballot twice when the Forum sponsored his speech; he ultimately (fruitlessly) sought the office six times. The Niagara Falls Gazette devoted three stories to him, including an interview in his room at the Hotel Niagara. Thomas forecast “that the world is moving rapidly toward a general war which will probably bring a renewal of the dark ages” and “could see little hope of the US remaining out of the general conflagration.”

Over 400 people turned out to hear an abstruse speech in which the speaker, a “noted liberal,” advocated a policy of isolation.  The Unitarian Church would be the logical sponsor of such a talk, even though Thomas was an ordained Presbyterian minister with impeccable WASP lineage and education.

According to the Niagara Unitarian, the church’s on and off newsletter, the following several Forum speakers also dealt with the troubling world situation of the time. Seventy years later, we know Thomas’s prediction unfortunately came true.

As a personal note, the Archivist’s late father was involved with the Socialist Party as a young man in Depression-era New York.  He greatly admired Norman Thomas and taught his eldest child as a toddler to parrot, “Norman Thomas is a GREAT MAN!”

Janet 
with thanks to North Tonawanda and Niagara Falls Public Libraries
