JUNE 2008 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 

June 1 – “A Path with Heart" with The Rev. Terry Kime

Poet David Whyte, in his poem "Song for the Salmon" has written a beautiful line:  "Blessed with hunger for a great journey."  What is the great journey we have hunger for, individually and as a congregation?  This Sunday, we'll explore that question.

June 8  - “On the Threshold” with The Rev. Frances Manly 

Every ending is also a beginning, and every beginning is also an ending.  In between is a liminal space where possibilities are open.  We stand on such a threshold; what possibilities does it offer?

June 15 - “Flower Communion” with The Rev. Frances Manly

Our religious community is like a bouquet in which each flower contributes something essential to the whole, and the whole is much more than just the sum of its parts.  Bring a flower (not a potted plant) from your garden, the florist, or the wayside to add to our communal bouquet; take home a different flower at the end of the service in this uniquely Unitarian Universalist annual ceremony.  This will be my last service as your minister.

June 22 - Summer "Conversations" begin.  These informal services run at 10:30AM for about an hour. The format has been called "Socrates Café."

~~~~

THE SEARCH COMMITTEE INTRODUCES OUR MINISTERIAL CANDIDATE:

REV. THERESA (TERRY) KIME

Rev. Terry was ordained a Unitarian Universalist Minister at First Unitarian in San Diego (900 members) in May 1989, where she had interned for the ministry.  Following this, she served the Erie UU congregation for twelve years (110 members), then two years at the UU Congregation of Marin in San Rafael, CA (210 members), and for the past four years she has served on a consulting, part-time basis as the minister for the UU church in Fredonia (currently 49 members).  In addition to parish ministry, Rev. Terry also now works part-time as a chaplain for an Erie hospice. 


Rev. Terry graduated with a B.A.(magna cum laude) in philosophy from SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY in May 1984 and an M.Div. in parish ministry from STARR KING SCHOOL FOR THE MINISTRY in November 1988. 


She was born and raised on a farm in Nebraska, lived for a year in Europe, working part of that time at a clinic for disabled children, and resided for over a dozen years in San Francisco.  Rev. Terry came to Unitarian Universalism as an adult after giving up on organized religion (Methodist). She decided, in her early thirties, to give organized religion one more chance to satisfy the yearning for something "spiritual" in life. She was ambivalent about a visit to a Unitarian Universalist congregation, and went expecting to be offended, or at least disappointed. She was not, and became cautiously intrigued. In 1983 she joined the First Unitarian Society of San Francisco and began active participation in congregational life, serving on several committees, taking adult religious education classes, and editing the church newsletter.

Her initial visit to a UU church also introduced her to her first woman minister. This caused an amazing and totally unexpected recognition that ministry spoke to her own deepest yearnings for meaningful life work. This led her to studies at Starr King School for the Ministry in Berkeley.   

After nineteen years in ministry, Terry brings a variety of good skills and experience from worship services to pastoral care and counseling to children's RE to social action, service and education to finances to growth to social connections to spiritual development, and understands the need for attention to each area. She feels folks have different needs and inclinations and it's important for the religious community to nurture all these areas of ministry within the context of our faith. 

Rev. Terry brings to ministry a desire to make the whole of congregational life engaging and nurturing--from committee work and children's programming to social functions and worship services--and to develop a leadership model that encourages spiritual growth and personal connections in addition to accomplishment of tasks and goals. She brings knowledge of church organizational structure and processes, experience facilitating small groups and in connecting with the larger interfaith community. She brings good preaching and worship preparation skills with a willingness to experiment with new forms in preaching and Sunday services as well as an enjoyment in collaborating on Sunday service themes and formats. 

She also brings an interest in growth.  She writes:  “Not growth simply for the sake of becoming a bigger congregation so there are more folks to do the tasks necessary to sustain the church (though that would be helpful) or more folks to increase the budget (though that is useful, too), but rather growth that stems from the understanding that through it, we can develop spiritually. Growth offers us the opportunity to develop our generosity (by sharing something we love and is valuable to us), our hospitality (by inviting in and welcoming the stranger), our joy (by celebrating and learning from others) and our compassion (by caring for more).”  Rev. Terry looks forward to the possibility of having honest conversations about the possibilities for growth with congregations interested in this, exploring hindrances and concerns as well as the advantages and joys; all that challenges and inspires us to deeper engagement.


Rev. Terry is hoping to work with a friendly and warm congregation whose members are interested in providing quality worship services and programming to meet the needs of children, parents, and other adults, within and outside the church, and whose members want to serve the larger community as well as nurture bonds within the congregation. This creative congregation, one willing to develop and try new things in worship services, programming and outreach that wants to grow spiritually.  One that will enjoy classes and study groups on a variety of spiritual practices and traditions. One that wishes to cultivate generosity, hospitality, and right relationship. One willing and eager to share our liberal religious home with others. And, ideally, a congregation that enjoys itself and its minister, where people laugh easily and often.  A congregation that seeks to balance "saving the world with savoring it."  A congregation willing to do the hard and exhilarating work our liberal religious faith calls us to of growing in love and service.

Rev. Terry lives with her partner Pam Wolf and a large family of pets in Erie PA. She is a vegetarian and enjoys cooking, art, poetry and music.

This is but a brief glimpse of Rev Terry Kime and her thoughts on ministry.

Her blessing to us all in this work:

"I wish for us all an insightful and satisfying journey through this process and the finding of a match that deepens our joy while growing our hearts, minds and spirits."
Book Group – June 10, 7PM
 

The BOOK GROUP is reading Secrets of a Fire King by Kim Edwards. 
It’s a book of short stories written by the author of the Memory Keeper's Daughter. This book is readily available through the NIOGA Library System.

Outreach Offering

Sunday, June 15, the offering will be donated to The Hearing Loss Association of America/Rochester Chapter.  This is a nationwide organization devoted to information, education, advocacy and support for people with hearing loss.  Hearing loss is a daily challenge one can overcome.

Summer Picnics

We will send out a Powerline before the end of June to announce the dates, times and locations of our summer picnics.  For August we hope to have an All Church Retreat to plan activities for next year.  More information on all of this will follow.

Thank You!

Thank you, Janet McKenna, for this year’s completing of the intensive researching of our church’s archival materials.  I believe no one has now such detailed insights of our church’s history.  Originally, over four years ago, I found boxes and files of records in our closets and filing cabinets. As a new church member and retired librarian, I asked if you would be willing, on your own timetable, to organize such a task. We are all very grateful you said, “Yes!”  

~ Marn Amy Weld

Cluster Meeting

On Thursday, May 22, nine of us attended a  “cluster” workshop on Membership.  We came away with some good ideas to try here at our church.  The main thrust of the workshop was to recognize and affirm all people – visitors and members alike.  Don’t try to overwhelm visitors with the UU message but rather ask them why they decided to attend our church.  Let them do the talking so that you can learn of their needs and desires.

Annual Meeting

The 88th Annual Meeting of our Church was held on Sunday, May 18, 2008.  At that time Erica Kopp and Marie Howard were elected to full three-year board positions, replacing Teresa Labuszewski and Betsy Diachun.  The nominating committee for 2009 will be: Jeanne Aydelotte, Janet McKenna and Joy Rowlinson.  The members present voted on a budget with expenses of $69,450 for the coming year.  In doing so they realized that we will have to use some of our reserves.  We have enough to more than cover the year.  

The Search Committee selected Rev. Terry Kime as the candidate for part consulting ministry.  Rev. Kime will be in Niagara Falls from Thursday, May 29 through Sunday, June 1.  We hope that all our local members and friends will plan to meet her sometime during that period.  You may read a short bio of Rev. Kime in this issue.

Children’s Religious Education

CRE has definitely been on the job training for both Erica Kopp and Ed Tormay.. The invitation to take this on came to us late last summer, and we were determined to take the greatest possible advantage of "in house" resources----the gifts, talents, and passions of church members. We decided that the program would belong to the kids and that we would try to seek out their wisdom, and honor their wishes, as often as possible. We hope to build on these goals in the year ahead. We need to thank Alexandra, Bryce, and Madison Kopp in particular for being the mainstay of the CRE program this past year. Special praise goes to Alexandra for EVERYTHING!!! We also want to thank Isabella and Lilly Dixon for being Isabella and Lilly Dixon!!! The kids--all 5 of them--made our two plays, "Christmas Menorahs" and "I, Doko" rich experiences for all of us. Their contributions to the "Get Well!" quilt for Gary and Kathy McCunn were really AWESOME---and we mean AWESOME!!  Let's remember, too, their hand-painted signs for the church-led protest on the fifth year anniversary of the war in Iraq. Their posters were prominently displayed in the press coverage the church received for this. Much thanks to everyone----especially for Gary and Teresa's yoga classes----for making the CRE'S year a success!!

Upcoming Events

~~ I would like to announce that I’m holding a bake sale on Sunday, June 8, 2008 during coffee hour.  ALL proceeds to benefit the “Marshall Johnson Hospital Fund” to help my dear friend, Marshall, who just suffer a heart attack an couple of weeks ago and has now incurred a hefty hospital bill.  Any help would be greatly appreciated.  So, come prepared to buy lots of goodies that Sunday.  I thank you all.  ~ Carole Manson

~~ We have been invited by the St. Catharines UU Church to join them at their first summer picnic on June 8 at the Brock Monument.  They plan to gather around 11 AM and eat around noon.  I was assured that people would be socializing at least until 1:30 or 2 so if you wanted to join them after our service there would still be time.

~~ On Sunday, June 15, there will be a farewell party for Rev. Frances Manly as she ends her ministerial career with us to move into retirement.  The party will be held in Unity Hall immediately following the church service.  Do plan to come and join us as we wish Frances well on this new phase of her life.

President’s Corner

I’m writing this on the eve of a new beginning for our Niagara Falls congregation.  This weekend we will be hosting and then voting on Rev. Terry Kime as a possible part time consulting minister for next year.

At the same time we are eager and excited about this possibility, we are sorry to lose the services of Rev. Manly who will be retiring at the end of July.  We will celebrate her ministry on Sunday, June 15, after our regular service.  We are hoping that everyone will join us.

This is also the end of my term on the Board of Trustees and the presidency.  I enjoyed both opportunities to be in a leadership role during this change in our church.  My only hope is that we move forward and become more and more viable as we continue to grow both personally and spiritually.

I hope you will plan to support your church and your board during this time.  By support I mean not only financial support but, more importantly, support through your presence at various functions.  We want everyone to meet Rev. Kime and we want everyone to wish Rev. Frances well on June 15.  But we also want you all to attend our All Church Retreat in August.  It is of paramount important that we are all involved in the operation of our church and know what is going on within our congregation and our denomination.

Let us continue to strive to be the people the world needs!  I believe in UU and YOU!

Betsy
~~~

Yard Sale

Skeeter Tower has offered to organize a yard sale on June 7 & 8 at her home (800 River Road, Youngstown) to benefit our church.  Please contact Skeeter or Ed McGreevy if you would like to donate items (clothes, books, household items, etc.)


Contact information:  Skeeter, 745 7652, skeetert@verizon.net.  Ed McGreevy, 745 1241, edjmm1007@gmail.com
~~~

Walking Together…

We’ve been walking together along the road of ministry, this congregation and I—you and I—for eleven years.  Through all the twists and turns, all the ups and downs, we’ve trod a single path. Now it is time for us to go our separate ways, I to the adventure of retirement and you to the adventure of exploring new roads with a new minister.  All that remains is to take our leave of one another, celebrating our time together, reflecting on the lessons we’ve learned together, bidding farewell.

You have asked what I will do in my retirement.  Some things I know I want to do—make more music, hear more music, travel a bit more (especially to music festivals), spend more time with my grandchildren and their families, visit my mother more often. I’m sure I will also do something to make a difference in the world.  But right now I am doing my best not to plan too much; I believe it’s important to leave some of that space wide open to see what comes.  What I do may be mostly more of what I’ve always done, or it may be entirely new.  I don’t know what awaits me down this new road, but I look forward to finding out.

June 15 will be my last Sunday service with you. I will probably be in the office during the following week, mostly tying up loose ends and moving out; and after that I will finish out the month at General Assembly in Fort Lauderdale, where my retirement will be recognized at the Service of Living Tradition.  During July, I will be available as I normally would during my vacation for serious pastoral emergencies, though I expect to be out of town for part of the month.  And then, on July 31, my long ministry with you will be finished.

As I wrote in my Annual Report, ministerial ethics and good congregational practice dictate that I must separate myself from you completely for at least a year or two, not because I don’t love you but because I do.  This will give you and your new minister a chance to find your new direction and build deep and solid relationships. Then, when we have all moved on, and in our hearts as well as in our minds, I am no longer your minister, I may visit again from time to time; and then we can share with one another our tales of the new roads we you have been traveling. 

I love you all, the congregation and its members and friends; and even as I move on to whatever the next stage of my life will bring, I will miss you.  I will miss the tenacious strength that has kept this little church going for so many years in the heart of a declining city; I will miss the love you have for one another and the way you care for each other; I will miss the commitment so many of you have to doing your part to make this world a more just and compassionate place; I will miss all of you who have been such an important part of my life for so long.  

You will have new challenges, new adventures, new visions ahead of you, even as I do.  I leave you with my blessings, and will hold you in my heart and in my prayers even as we go our separate ways.  

Blessings,    Frances
 
The minister is available at the church office by appointment and to visit members, especially those who are ill or unable to travel easily, in their homes.  If you would like to speak with her, or you know of someone who would like a call or a visit, please call her at home, at 837-9230, or e-mail franly@mac.com. Her office hours are on Thursdays, 10 AM – 2 PM, through June 19. You are welcome to drop in, but it's a good idea to call ahead and make sure first to be sure she’s available.
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