June 2009 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 
Sunday Services for the Month of June 2009

Regular Services begin at 11:00am

May 31: “PRIDE” – Rev. John Rex
LGBT folks have made major advances in recent years, but we aren't there yet. Unitarian Universalism has helped – most of the time...  Let's talk about that.
June 7: “Listening for the Heartbeat of God” – Rev. Theresa Kime
Celtic Christian spirituality has much to do with reverencing and connecting with nature.  Come today to learn more about this special faith tradition. 
After service, there will be a bake sale to benefit NOAH and Rev. Terry will provide pizza for lunch to celebrate her birthday! 

June 14: “What the Qur'an reveals about the Bible” – Professor John Mayer
An introduction to forensic scripture.

June 21: “A Deeper Look” – GBLT Members and Friends 
In keeping with our theme this year of getting to know one another at a deeper level, today church members and friends who are gay, bisexual, lesbian, or transgender will reflect on their experiences being GLBT in our society.
June 28: “The Power of the Heart” – Rev. Theresa Kime
Join us for the last formal service of our congregational year when we celebrate our flower communion ceremony and honor the life of Rev. Dr. Norbert Capek who created it.  Please bring several flowers to share.

Potluck picnic after the service.  Please bring a dish (with food in it)! 

Summer Services begin July 5th at 10:30am

Minister’s Saturday Schedule
Friday June 5:  6:00 pm:  Board meeting

Saturday June 6:

       10:30-12:30: Potluck brunch with the Lewiston & Youngstown UU’s and
friends at Elaine Pethybridge’s home.  Bring a dish to share!
       3:00-5:00:  Creating a Legacy of Blessing, Session 2.  
Please contact Rev. Terry (email tkime1@verizon.net) by June 1st if you’d like to attend. 

Friday June 19:  All are invited (bring a non-UU friend!) gather at the church at

       5:00pm for social hour and then 

       6:99pm for dutch treat dinner with Rev. Terry at Chu’s on Main Street 

Saturday June 20:  

      10:00-noon:  Class: “Creating a Legacy of Blessing / Preparing for our 
           Parting,” Session 3 

      Noon-1:00:  Bring a sandwich and join Rev. Terry & others for lunch

      1:00-2:00:  Caring Circle meeting

      2:00-3:30:  Planning for Growth team meeting  
      4:00-6:00:  GBLT rehearsal for worship service & pizza
Friday June 26:  Invite your minister (and some UU and non-UU friends) 
         to dinner! 
Saturday June 27:

      10:00-Noon:  Conversation about and support for those who have difficult
           relationships with adult children

      Noon-1:00: Bring a sandwich and join Rev. Terry and others for lunch

      1:00-4:00:  Open for appointments and visits.  Contact Rev. Terry (by email 
           (tkime1@verizon.net or phone 814 490 3884) if you’d like to stop by at church or you’d like
            her to stop by and see you! 

From Your Minister

Thank you all for a good year of ministry together.  I feel our energy and vitality growing as we deepen connections and open ourselves to new ideas and to respectful appreciation of our different ways of spiritual understanding and practice.
I am excited about what next year may bring us as we continue to participate in the St. Lawrence District small congregation growth pilot project, worship together, and learn together.  What new folks might arrive this summer or fall and join us?  What more might we learn about one another?  How will we connect with the larger community and support our work with NOAH?  What District workshops might we attend and what fresh ideas could we bring back home?  How will we be good stewards of our church and our environment?
So many possibilities!  Can’t wait!!
Wishing each of you a most wonderful summer,
Terry

President’s Corner
 
I have been delighted to have served our congregation this past year as president but the accomplishments belong to the entire board, indeed to all members who participated in so many endeavors.
This past year started with the retirement of our minister of ten years, Rev. Frances Manly, and the beginning of our relationship with Rev. Terry Kime. This relationship and ministry has grown in many ways. Our formal relationship is different and new for us. Rev. Terry serves us as a Consulting Minister, so we must mutually decide each year that we wish to work together for another year. Active participation in worship service is increased with the Welcome, Announcements and Joys and Sorrows. The Caring Circle has formed and is active following four training sessions. Outreach to our community has taken many forms. We make a special collection and invite a representative from a community group once each month.  Rev. Terry lead a well attended workshop on spirituality held at the Lewiston Library. Several local groups (Recovery Group, Women of God, Narcotics Anonymous...) use our building to hold retreats or social events.  Rev. Peter DelRio has been providing wedding services for non-members and visitors in our church. 
Our building has received some deserved attention. A work group freshened up the Minister's Study and the Founders Room. Peter Diachun has lead the effort to make furnaces work properly and make the Founders Room a welcoming place for meetings or other work, he has also extended the sound system to Unity Hall so that all might hear well and participate in services and meetings. Peter and Rob Howard have conducted experiments to renovate the floor in Unity Hall—the goal is to find a way to brighten the room and be able to maintain it. Rob has also been working to replace the planters on the sidewalk at the front of the church. We hope to have the doors fully functional at the front this summer. Education and work on service to our church community has come through participation in the Engaging Worship Workshop and most critically the Pilot Project for Growth of Small Congregations. We have our team of Jean Speck, Peter Diachun, Barbara Hathaway, Ed Tormay, Rob Howard and Yvonne Stocker and have attended two workshops with other SLUUD participants and have committed to goals for our congregation and to participate for three years. We are actively working to get our 'House in order" and the first visible sign is in our kitchen with the beginning of regular monthly Sunday Pot Luck Lunches. We are small but we have a huge heart!
Yvonne
Planning for Growth and Vitality
· Ed Tormay has accepted our invitation to join the team replacing Skeeter who is moving away.
· The team is meeting on May 30th to again work on Defining Our Personal Ministry and the Team Exercise. We will be considering choosing a name for our team that reflects who we are and what we are trying to do.

·  Our Board spent a good part of the May meeting working on Defining Our Personal Ministry.
Jean Speck
Outreach

· Center for Joy was a north end community center that shut down in January 2009.  It will get a second chance under a plan by the Health Association of Niagara (HANCI) to take over the program.  With small grants and other funding sources drying up, it joined two other north end outreach centers to close in the past year.  Youth mentoring program, summer peace camp and after school program were lost to the community.
· The Center for Joy has been identified as our outreach recipient for June.  Our goal is to provide financial support and information for our members on the mission of this service organization.

Ed McGreevy
Worship

Your Worship team continues to try to make the Sunday Service a most meaningful and engaging experience. 
Summer is coming up fast! We need volunteers to lead a summer service in our usual Socrates Café style. Services are planned for July 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th and August 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30.  Please speak with Ed Tormay to choose your date!
Yvonne
Book Group
 

This month, on Tuesday June 9th at 7:00pm we will discuss The Glass Palace by Amitav Ghosh.
Everyone is welcome. It is not necessary to have read the book to participate in the discussion!
Set primarily in Burma, Malaya, and India, this work spans from 1885, when the British sent the King of Burma into exile, to the present. While it does offer brief glimpses into the history of the region, it is more the tale of a family and how historical events influenced real lives. As a young boy, Rajkumar, an Indian temporarily stranded in Mandalay, finds himself caught up in the British invasion that led to the exile of Burma's last king. In the chaos, he spies Dolly, a household maid in the royal palace, for whom he develops a consuming passion and whom years later he tracks down in India and marries. As their family grows and their lives intersect with others, the tangled web of local and international politics is brought to bear, changing lives as well as nations. Ghosh ranges from the condescension of the British colonialists to the repression of the current Myanmar (Burmese) regime.
Judi
Social
Church members and friends are invited to Lewiston for a springtime brunch on Saturday, June 6, from 10:00-12:30 at Elaine Pethybridge's home, 909 Orchard Dr., Lewiston (754-7968).  Bring a favorite breakfast or lunchtime dish to share.  Coffee and juice will be provided by our hosts, Elaine and Marie.
Come and celebrate Rev. Terry’s birthday with a Pizza Party following the service on Sunday June 7th.

Save Friday, June 19, for a dutch-treat dinner with Rev. Terry at Chu's, the Chinese Restaurant, at 1019 Main St., just up the street from the church.  We'd love to have some non-UUs join our group so ask your family, friends and neighbors.  We'll meet at the church at 5pm for a social hour and then proceed to Chu's at 6pm for dinner.  As soon as you decide you are coming please let Yvonne or Betsy know.  BUT, even if you decide at the last minute, do join us.  We'll call Chu's that evening before leaving the church with our final count.
Betsy
Our People
· Lucile McElwain is in Our Lady of Peace, at 5285 Lewiston Rd., Lewiston, NY 14092.  She loves receiving cards or having visits.  (This is the nursing/rehab center beside Mt. St. Mary’s Hospital.) She is expecting to return home May 27th.
· It is with great sadness that we publish the death of Charlotte Ridgway Potter Fraser at the age of 84.  Charlotte and her family were active members of our church until she moved to Rochester and became active in the First Universalist Church there.  Recently she had been residing in the Odd Fellow & Rebekah Health Care Facility in Lockport.
· There will be a service at our church, conducted by Rev. Frances Manly, on Monday, June 22 time will to be announced.  Charlotte's parents were among the founding members of our church so it is most fitting that her daughters, Betsy, Rachael and Cressie, choose to hold the service here.

Betsy

Birthdays

June 

 8th – Jennifer Gray

 7th – Terry Kime

29th – Kathy McCunn

29th – Judith Muldoon

30th – Ed McGreevy

Summer Picnics

We are planning monthly social gatherings during the summer!

June 28th noon in Unity Hall – “Coffee Hour Gala” - Pot luck luncheon

July 26th noon at Janet McKenna’s garden on Grand Island

597 Alt Blvd 716 773-1292

August 16th noon at Barbara Hathaway’s garden in Youngstown


4272 Calkin Road 716 754-7457

September 13th noon in Unity Hall Welcome Back to the new church year


Pot Luck Coffee Hour / Picnic
Marn

UU News
WNY Cluster
The last meeting of the cluster churches for this church year was held on May 9th in Hamburg. Jerry Sauberan of the Hamburg congregation welcomed us all and opened the floor to discussion. Rev. Terry Kime led off the discussion of UUCNC's (Fredonia Church) recent success at growth with considerable input from Mitch Cummings, Jefferson Westwood and John Ames. 

Some of the items discussed included: 

· Invitation Sunday - or Welcoming Sunday - preparation, and follow-up afterward, materials made available.
· Strategic Plan - how they devised it at followed through with it.
· New UU class - orientation, tracking attendance, and sending thank you cards to visitors.
These are just a few of their tactics which were covered. It was a lively and informative discussion.

 

Josh Dubs was then invited to share the information he brought about Project Homeless Connect Buffalo. He discussed some of the preparations they are making, leading up to the main event which will occur sometime in July at the Convention Center in downtown Buffalo. Josh hopes that each of the various UU congregations around WNY will hold a "Drive" to gather donated items to be distributed to the homeless. More information will be available soon. Josh will be sending any new information as he receives it, and you can always access their website at www.projecthomelessconnectbuffalo.org for updates.

 

Yvonne Stocker brought up the travelling "Engaged Celebration" service which the Cluster has been discussing for some time, and invited any interested people to contact Jerry Kent of the Amherst congregation as he will be spear-heading this effort.

 

The last item was a discussion of Rev. Kaaren Anderson's Gould Lecture from St. Lawrence District Assembly a few weeks ago in Albany. Several of us brought up points that particularly stood out for us, and how well they correlated with the discussion we had been having previously about the Fredonia congregation's growth. 

The meeting was followed by a wonderful lunch provided by the Hamburg congregation.

Yvonne
Social Justice 
The Summer Institute for Human Rights and Genocide Studies is currently accepting applications for this year’s program, held from 9AM-3PM from July 27-August 7th at Hamburg High School.  Participants will hear internationally known speakers, be part of leadership seminars, and take part in interactive activities designed to learn from the past to make the world a better place.

Last year 35 students from 15 area high schools participated.  If you are a current 8th Grader, high school student or teacher who is interested in international affairs, human rights, or ending the genocide in Darfur, the Institute is an once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.  More information, applications, and details on this award winning program can be found at www.summerinstituteofbuffalo.org or by emailing co-chair Andrew Beiter at abeiter@springvillegi.org   

Yvonne
GREEN SPACE

I found 61 environmentally friendly uses for Baking Soda! – here are the best 10: 

1. Be sure to keep an extra box of baking soda by your stove in case of grease or electrical fire. Scatter the powder by the handful to safely put it out.

2. Clean vegetables and fruit with baking soda. Sprinkle in water, soak and rinse the produce.

3. Clean Formica counter tops with baking soda on a damp sponge.

4. Wash out thermos bottles and coolers with baking soda and water to get rid of stale smells.

5. Run your coffee maker through its cycle with a baking soda solution. Rinse.

6. Keep your drains clean and free-flowing by putting 4 tablespoons of soda in them each week. Flush the soda down with hot water.

7. Soak your shower curtains in water and baking soda to clean them.

8. To remove strong odors from your hands, wet your hands and rub them hard with baking soda, then rinse.
9. Repel rain from windshield. Put gobs of baking soda on a dampened cloth and wipe windows inside and out.

10. Use baking soda dry with a small brush to rub canvas handbags clean.

Yvonne
From the Archives Closet

      

The Grim Reaper welcomes Rev. Day.
 

In the Jan. 1927 issue of “The Unitarian” the Rev. Robert Day, founder and editor of the First Unitarian Church’s fledgling newsletter, noted: IN MEMORIAM.  

Among the recent losses to the church by death the names of Mr. JP Billett, Mrs. Adin B. Chase and Mrs. HC Berry deserve our special mention.” The three decedents were all charter founders of the Church. All died within a span of two months in 1926. Rev. Day had assumed ministry of the First Unitarian Church of Niagara Falls but two weeks (more on this in future writings) when he preached his first funeral service. 

Louise Chase joined the new church in 1920 with her husband, Adin B. and was always listed as Mrs. Adin B. Chase.  Her obituary (Niagara Falls Gazette, 16 Oct. 1926) states:  “After a lingering illness, through which her radiant spirit continuously manifested itself, Mrs. Louise F. Chase, wife of Adin B. Chase, former city councilman, passed away at her home” at age 64.   

Continuing: “Active in the social, civic and fraternal life of the city, Mrs. Chase was one of the founders and a devoted member of the First Unitarian church.” Her husband survived her, as well as her children: Mrs. Nora C. Hutzel.  The church kitchen is named after Mrs. Hutzel, nee Chase. The gift funding much of the modernization was provided by her brother Burr Earl Chase also was a church member. (More on the kitchen in future writings.) 

The city directory for 1925-26 listed the Chases living almost in back of the church on Sixth St. Mr. Chase worked for Carborundum Co. 

Rev. Day proceeded with his new ministry until 7 Dec., when charter church member Mrs. Hattie Berry died “after a protracted illness” at age 65.  “Mrs. Berry was the widow of Harvey C. Berry who was well-known in GAR (Union Army veterans, Grand Army of the Republic) circles,” said the Gazette. She was survived by daughter Mrs. Addie Faulring and sons John H. and George W.  “She was an active member of the Dudley-Donnelly Women’s Relief Corps No. 115 and the Unitarian church.” 

Further news coverage of Mrs. Berry’s funeral on 11 Dec. lists bearers among others Adin B. Chase, F. Baker, and JP Billett, all church charter members.  

These deaths must have been difficult to deal with. Four days after Mrs. Berry’s funeral, the Gazette on 15 Dec. headlined: “Pharmacist dies:  Jacob Billett of Niagara Avenue Dies Unexpectedly.”  

“Jacob. P. Billett, 65 years old… died unexpectedly early today as the result of an attack of apoplexy. Mr. Billett… was the senior member of the firm now operating the Stine drug company in North Main Street.” He had come to Niagara Falls from Lockport around 1910 and had been “in the store until 11 o’clock last night.” 

His wife, Victoria, and daughters, Mrs. Donald S. Auman and Mrs. William Davis, survived him. Rev. Day conducted yet another funeral. 

Researching these three founders was akin to doing genealogical searching, complicated by being 83 years afterward. There was much intermarriage among the early church members, who were obviously friends as well as co-religionists.   

Thus, when you give an offering, the offering plates in which you place it are inscribed in memory of Margaret Billett Auman and her parents, the Billetts.  Her husband, Donald Auman, was the church school superintendent and treasurer for decades. 

Mrs. and Mrs. Karl F. Hutzel, Nora Hutzel’s in-laws, were also founding members. None of these people’s descendents are associated with First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara today. As with other founders, no identifiable photos of them are in the archives. Still they were there at the beginning, even though by today’s standards they passed on relatively young. 

The Archives Closet welcomes any more information about the Billett, Chase or Berry families regarding their church connections. 

With thanks to the Niagara Falls Public Library reference department.
Janet
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
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