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May 4  - "When Nice Is Not Enough" with Rev. Frances Manly


Hospitality is more than just being nice to people, more than just setting a pretty table and offering good food.  True hospitality means opening ourselves to others in ways that can sometimes be scary and will always be transformative.  Do we have the courage to go there?

May 11  - "Bahá'í Faith Approach to Conflict Resolution" with Betty Frost


Betty Frost, who has spent 15 years in the Bahá'í Faith Centre in Haifa, will show us how a very distinct approach to conflict established by the founder of the Bahá'í Faith could be very helpful if applied generally.

May 18  - "The Mystery of Free Will" with Rev. Frances Manly


Do we have free will or don't we?  Theologians have said yes, if only because it's the only way to reconcile a loving God with the terrible things people do.  Some scientists and philosophers have argued no, some give it a definite maybe, and still others wonder if it's possible to know whether we do or not.  I think I am free to say whatever I want about it in this sermon, but I could be wrong.

May 25  - "The American Dream" with Rev. Donald Reidell


On this Memorial Day observance, with all of the turmoil in our world, what are our hopes and our dreams?

~~~~

Book Group
 

The BOOK GROUP is reading Zero: The Biography of a Dangerous Idea by Charles Seife, for their Tuesday, May 13 meeting at 7 PM.  What was rejected by the church, bent mystics out of shape, and is the basis of science as we know it?  This book is readily available through the NIOGA Library System.

 

UU News

There’s still time to register for the “Beyond Fundraising” workshop on Saturday, May 10 from 9:30 AM to 4 PM at the 1st Unitarian Church of Rochester.  This meeting should be very helpful for working on the Canvass next year.   See Betsy for details.

John Mayer and Doreen Peever will retire as lay chaplains for the Unitarian Congregation of Niagara in St. Catharines.  There will be a special service on May 4 at 11 AM to recognize their years of service.  You are welcome to attend or send a written note to be read.

PLEASE NOTE: The local cluster group composed of 7 UU Churches in WNY will hold their next meeting at the Amherst Church on Thursday, May 22.  A short business meeting will begin at 6:30 PM followed by a Membership Training program at 7 PM.  The program, to be run by Chuck and Karen West, is entitled “Involving and Integrating” – the 2nd step to membership.  We’d like a large attendance at this meeting.  Carpooling can easily be arranged.  There will be a sign up sheet in the Narthex.

A member of the local cluster is setting up a family picnic for all the local churches.  At this time we are just looking for a preliminary list of possible attendees.  It is scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 7, from 2 to 6 pm at the Avanti Mansion in Blasdell.  Lunch will be served buffet-style from 3 to 5 pm.  There are several children’s activities planned and all will be catered.  The pre-sale cost is $25 for adults and $21 for children 4 to 12.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  Please let us know of your interest and any other comments you wish to make.

UU Niagara News

ANNUAL MEETING – The First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara will hold its 88th Annual Meeting on Sunday, May 18, at 12:30, in Unity Hall.  Everyone is urged to attend.  The operation of the Church for the next year is decided at this time: voting on a budget and board members, as well as any other business to be brought before the members.  PLEASE mark your calendars and plan to stay after church for this important meeting.

Our wishes for a healthy recovery go out to Ruth Padlog who had open-heart surgery earlier this year.
Also, we noted with sadness the death of Gerda Swennson, a long time supporter of the church.  Her obituary showed her to be a forerunner in social justice and environmental causes.  Her contributions to the WNY community were numerous.
Outreach Offering

The Outreach Offering for May will be donated to The Hearing Loss Association of America – the Rochester Chapter.  If it weren’t for this group, and hard work by Peter Diachun and Janet McKenna, our sanctuary wouldn’t have the hearing loop which has aided so many.  Read more about this hearing system below.
President’s Corner
 
In the surveys taken by the Search Committee earlier this year, one of the main concerns was for growth.  That is why I urge everyone to attend the program on Thursday, May 22, at the Amherst Church.  We’ll be hearing suggestions from trained personnel on how to welcome and include newcomers to our church.  Please sign up if you are able to attend and indicate if you’d like to carpool.  Refreshments will be served!

Along the same line, I think we need to put some more life into ourselves, not just into our visitors.  If you have been out of touch or you see something wanting in the church PLEASE let us know.  Let’s work on things together.  Talk to any Board member or the minister with your thoughts and concerns.

Peter and I just had the opportunity to attend a Sunday service at the 1st Universalist Church of Rochester.  It was wonderful to be in this old inner city church with their racially mixed congregation as they greeted their new minister, Sally Hamlin.  We wish them well as they start on their new life together.
Betsy
~~~
GREEN SPACE

April 22 was Earth Day - yet again! It was interesting how much media attention Earth Day received. Let us not just celebrate the Earth one day a year but start making personal improvements every day, adding a new action each month. Also lets not keep this a secret, once you get the hang of how you are doing an environmental improvement - tell everyone! Some people will copy you and the message with spread and grow.  

Here is a suggestion for May: 
Runny Nose? Use a handkerchief rather than paper tissues to blow your nose. Not only will this save trees, but the organic cotton will be kinder to your nose than the wood fibers in the paper tissues.


Yvonne Stocker – Green Activist
716 278-0176

Yard Sale

Skeeter Tower has offered to organize a yard sale on June 7 & 8 at her home(800 River Road, Youngstown) to benefit our church.  Please contact Skeeter or Ed McGreevy if you would like to donate items(clothes, books, household items, etc.)

Contact information:  Skeeter, 745 7652, skeeter@verizon.net.  Ed McGreevy, 745 1241, edjmm1007@gmail.com
In the Community

Community Missions is hosting their 6th annual Feet Or Famine Walk held at Whirlpool State Park on Saturday May 3.  Registration starts at 10:30 AM.  Proceeds will benefit their soup kitchen and homeless youth.  See postcard on Community Bulletin Board for details.

From The Archives
Board of Trustees minutes have been inventoried and hard copies placed in notebooks.  There are some gaps.  It is hoped that some of those who were on the Board during the period 1990-92 have not cleaned out their files but still retain copies of minutes encompassing the years 1990, 1991 and 1992.  We hope you no longer wish to keep them and can donate them to complete the Archives files.   Another gap, which probably is impossible to fill, encompasses the years from November 1972 through to 1976.
Hearing System
A reminder for anyone who may have difficulty hearing during church service: The church sanctuary is equipped with an inductive loop assistive listening system.  Anyone who uses a hearing aid can turn the aid to its telecoil or T-switch setting.  This will enable you to access all the microphones without background noise or echoes.
If you don’t know whether your hearing aid is equipped with a telecoil, inspect the volume control and look for a setting marked “T”.  If you cannot find one, perhaps a visit to your audiologist is in order.  Telecoils facilitate hearing on the telephone and with many assistive listening systems.  

Receivers can be borrowed from the table in the Narthex for amplification for those who do not use hearing aids.  In addition, all speakers should speak into the microphones when addressing the congregation.  

Look for the “deaf” symbol—an ear with a slash through it—for places equipped with assistive listening systems.  
Hearing Loss Association of America/Rochester Chapter advised us on the installation of the inductive loop.  Church member, Janet McKenna, belongs to this group.  As a walker in the HLA Walk 4 Hearing on May 4, Janet asks for your support for her team.  She wants to help make hearing loss an issue of national concern.  It is estimated that over 31 million Americans of all ages have some degree of hearing loss; some of them are in our church.

~~~

Walking Together…

It’s all wrong, I know, but this time of year I always want to plant bulbs.  Spring bulbs, I mean, crocuses and tulips and hyacinths and especially daffodils—the ones that are blooming right now, or are just about to. When the trees are still bare, most of the perennials are just starting to think about coming up, and the annuals are (at best) tiny seedlings, the daffodils are there in all their yellow and white glory, bobbing in the wind, proclaiming that spring is really here.  However many I have, it’s not enough; I want more, and I want them now.  Or at least I want to put them in now, when I can see so very clearly exactly where more should go.

But of course, it doesn’t work that way. For everything there is a season, said the ancient preacher, and the season for planting spring bulbs is not now when life is bursting forth all around us, but in the fall when life is declining toward its long winter sleep.  Just when we’re thinking about clearing and mulching the garden against the coming cold, it’s time to plant.  Even more than planting seeds, which begin to sprout in days or weeks at the most, planting bulbs is an act of faith—faith in the future, faith that deep down in the dark, below the frost and snow, life goes on, deepening its roots, getting ready for spring even when it feels as though spring will never come.

Much of what we do in our religious and spiritual lives works much the same way.  Whether we’re starting a new spiritual practice for ourselves —meditation, say, or journaling—or working together to help our congregation grow by clarifying our mission or deepening our worship or broadening our hospitality, it’s a lot like planting a garden. Sometimes there are immediate results, like planting a rose bush that already has a bloom or two on it; but the real rewards, the real fruit of our labors comes much later, when the roots have grown deep and stems have grown strong with much time and care and nurturing.  And often it’s more like planting bulbs, when nothing much seems to be happening right now as a result of all our labors—and yet when the time is right, we plant anyway, in the faith that time and sun and rain and good rich earth will do their magic, and the flowers will bloom in abundance when their time comes.

Even as you’re getting your real garden (if you have one) ready for spring, it’s a good time to take care of your inner garden, too, and time for all of us together to care for our shared garden that is our congregation.  Clear out the weeds before they get big, loosen up the soil, plant something new that will bear fruit or flower months from now—and above all, take time to revel in the daffodils.  

Blessings,    Frances
 ~~~~
The minister is available at the church office by appointment and to visit members, especially those who are ill or unable to travel easily, in their homes.  If you would like to speak with her, or you know of someone who would like a call or a visit, please call her at home, at 837-9230, or e-mail franly@mac.com. She is usually available at church on Thursdays, 10 am – 2, but it's a good idea to call ahead and make sure.
~~~~
Other Articles

New Book by UU Author

What did men like John Adams, George Washington, Ben Franklin and Thomas Jefferson really believe about God and the role of faith in public life? Could the Founding Fathers get elected today?  UU minister Gary Kowalski is author of a new book that Publishers Weekly calls "elegantly written," illuminating the spirituality of these great figures and reclaiming their heritage of religious liberty for us all.  Revolutionary Spirits: The Enlightened Faith of America's Founding Fathers (BlueBridge Publishing, 2008) is available for $22 from Amazon, the UUA Bookstore, or your local bookseller.  
 "To the ongoing debate over the place of religion in the early Republic, Gary Kowalski has made a vigorous, thoughtful, and eminently readable contribution."  
-Rev. Forrest Church, author of The Separation of Church and State (Beacon Press)
Reverend Gary Kowalski is the author of Revolutionary Spirits: The Enlightened Faith of America's Founding Fathers, which will be published by BlueBridge in 2008.  His other books include The Souls of Animals (New World Library, 2007), Goodbye Friend: Healing Wisdom For Anyone Who Has Ever Lost A Pet (New World Library 2007), Science and the Search for God (Lantern Books, 2003) and The Bible According To Noah: Theology As If Animals Mattered  (Lantern Books, 2001).  All are available on Amazon.com or from your local bookstore.
~~~
Emily Dickinson’s World

This autumn, admirers of America’s most enigmatic poet are invited to immerse themselves in Emily Dickinson’s work and life as part of 2008’s Emily Dickinson’s World weekend happening October 10-12.

Hosted by the UU Society of Amherst, MA, the tenth biennial bed-and-breakfast weekend of private tours, lectures, poetry and music will take place at the height of New England’s famed fall foliage season—a time when, in Dickinson’s words, “the Maple wears a gayer scarf / The field a scarlet gown.”

The cost of the weekend is $385 per person.  It includes two nights lodging, four meals, and all admissions.  Bed-and-breakfasts are provided in private homes by members of the Unitarian Universalist Society of Amherst.

Enjoy an elegant dinner on Friday evening at the historic Victorian home of Leonard M. Hills, the Dickinson family’s friend and next door neighbor.  Visit the Dickinson Homestead, Dickinson’s grave, and other historic sites including The Evergreens—home of the poet’s brother Austin.  Included in the tour of The Evergreens is the second floor, including the nursery where Dickinson’s beloved niece and nephews played with toys still on view.  The weekend’s speakers will include Polly Longsworth, noted author of The Dickinsons of Amherst and The World of Emily Dickinson; Jane Wald, Director of the Emily Dickinson Museum; and Dickinson scholar Harrison Gregg who will lead a poetry discussion.  Guests will also be treated to musical settings of Dickinson poetry composed by Ernst Bacon and local composers and performed by New England tenors Peter Shea, Jim Mead, and friends.
For more details, e-mail a request to office@uusocietyamherst.org or call 413-253-2848.

~~~
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