March 2009 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 
Sunday Services for the Month of March 2009

Regular Services begin at 11:00am

March 1 “The Willing Spirit” - Rev. Theresa Kime

Generosity is one of the Buddhist “paramitas,” qualities we are encouraged to cultivate for a peaceful and compassionate (and even enlightened!) life.  This Sunday we’ll explore what generosity might mean for us.
March 8: “Crossroads for Truth” - Yvonne Stocker
"Truth is found at the intersection of independent lies", so said my friend as he summarized an intense debate. There are infinite possible views for any event; I naturally see only one. Come explore with me how my attempt to see how others perceive has affected my search for truth.
March 15: "Only a Theory" - Rev. John Rex

In this year of Darwin's 200th birthday, controversy continues over his "theory" of evolution. How can that be, and what might we do?
March 22: “The Spectrum of Our Beliefs" - Rev. Donald Reidell

A view of the range of our beliefs and similarities with other religions.
March 29: “The Force of Kindness” - Rev. Theresa Kime

The Dalai Lama once said, “My religion is kindness.”  Is this a goal of any spiritual life?  Let’s see what we may learn from the practice of kindness. 
Minister’s Saturday Schedule
Saturday, February 28:

10:00-12:30:  Lead program at the Lewiston Library 




“Discover your Spiritual Type”

12:45-2:00:  Lunch in Lewiston with program participants and anyone




else who’d like to join us.

2:00-4:00:  Pastoral calls/visits

[Note: Rev. Terry has a change of schedule with us for March.  Instead of the third Sunday weekend, she’ll be with us the fifth Sunday weekend.  Additionally, Rev. Terry will be at the Auburn, NY, gathering of Growth Teams from around the District, including First UU Niagara, to participate in the first workshop of the 3-year pilot program on small congregation growth.]

Friday, March 27:  Rev. Terry will join a small dinner with anyone who 




wants to organize one!

Saturday, Mar. 28:  

10:30-noon:  Worship Committee meeting.  All welcome.

Noon-1:00:  Bring a sandwich and join Rev. Terry for lunch.

1:00-3:00:  Meet with Growth Team.
3:00-4:00:  Meet with Caring Circle. 
From Your Minister

Generosity: giving freely from a sense of abundance and gratitude.  Generosity is a spiritual quality we strive to cultivate in our religious community, a generosity of heart, mind, and resources.   

This month each will asked to think about what the congregation means to them--its value in our lives and the lives of our children and our larger community-- and to respond with financial and volunteer gifts.  This is part of the annual cycle of providing for the well being of the congregation, as planning begins for the next congregational year and we seek to fund continuing dreams and hopes for the future of this religious home.

Thanks to every one who attends our services, classes, conversations, committee meetings, potlucks, small dinners, and brings children to our religious exploration program--to all visitors, newcomers, friends and members!  And thanks for the very many ways all of you contribute to the life of this church. Each of you brings a unique blessing to First UU Niagara and makes it the fine, stimulating, inspiring, and caring community it is.  


Wishing you peace and joy,
Terry
President’s Corner

 
Spring has threatened several times and Lent is upon us.  This means that the Volunteer Fire Company of South Wilson is doing their Breakfast fundraiser and, of course, we are starting our Canvas Drive.
The session Rev. Terry conducted at the Lewiston Library was very well attended with 11 members and 11 guests. All enjoyed and learned from this session!
The Preaching by Parishioners workshops are starting at the Amherst Church Wednesday March 4th.  Anyone who might be interested in joining us, please speak with either Peter Diachun or Yvonne Stocker.
Yvonne
Growth Team

Our Growth Team update: 

· Almost all members have read the book Big Ideas for Small Congregations, a Friendly Guide for Leaders
· We held an organizing meeting on February 25th 
· Four of us intend to attend the workshop in Auburn March 20th & 21st  
· The team members are doing some ‘homework’ in preparation for the workshop.  There is a part which all members can help us! 

Each of us is to imagine that we are lighting three candles each for a Joy and three candles for a Concern for our church.

Please think of this and suggest your Joys and Concerns for our church.  Please submit your list to Yvonne Stocker by March 17th and we will include these in our list! [Send an e-mail, leave a message or write it on paper!]
Yvonne
Worship

Your Worship team continues to try to make the Sunday Service a most meaningful and engaging experience. 
We are continuing the testimonials of personal belief In This I Believe on the fourth Sunday of each month.  Please speak with Ed Tormay to set your time! 
We are continuing with the Worship associate—one person who performs the Welcome at the beginning and reads announcements just before the final benediction—as this seems to work smoothly and includes information about our greater world but is least intrusive during meditative or contemplative portions of the service.

Do tell us (Yvonne, Ed, or Rev. Terry) how you feel this is working, especially if you have a creative suggestion.

We are planning a GLBT Service for May 17th.  We are asking for input from ANYONE.  Bring your ideas to the Pot Luck on March 28th. There will be a working session to flesh out the details of the service on May 2nd at 2:00pm.  
Yvonne
CRE

On March 22nd and March 29th we will distribute a code of conduct that we require (liability insurance and demonstration of legal due diligence) that anyone who works with children (anyone considered a legal minor) must agree with and sign.  Reading and signing this code of conduct will likely appear superfluous rather than onerous to our members.
 Erica
Book Group
 

This month, on Tuesday March 17th [Please note the change of date] at 7:00pm we will discuss Widow's War by Sally Gunning.
Everyone is welcome. It is not necessary to have read the book to participate in the discussion! 

Lyddie, a whaler's wife, is widowed when her husband drowns. The law at the time gives her a life interest in the widow's 1/3 dower rights, and leaves her property and support at the mercy of her unsympathetic and greedy son-in-law. Sally Gunning describes the events that lead Lyddie to declaring her independence of her son-in-law, and of the other men who become involved in her life—an Indian who becomes her lover for a time, and a lawyer who wants to marry her.

Sally Gunning presents well-rounded, very human and believable characters, with all of the faults, frailties, and triumphs of being human. Her setting and the events taking place around that community are very believable.

Judi

Social
In the evening of March 10th there is a free concert by the BPO at NCCC building F auditorium for a grand finale of the Niagara County Bi-Centennial.  Information regarding the time will be appearing in the local papers.  Contact Betsy Diachun if you need more information and details.

A group from the church has frequently attended one of the Sunday buffet all-you-can-eat breakfasts held at the South Wilson Fire Hall during Lent.  This year we plan to go on Sunday, March 15th at 9 AM.  We will be back in time for church afterwards.  Anyone is welcome to join us.  The charge is between $8 and $10 for this fun, family activity.  No one goes away hungry!  For more information, directions or carpooling, please contact Betsy Diachun.

We will once again be hosting ‘The Vagina Monologues’ presented by the women of Niagara University on Friday March 20th 7:00pm and two shows on Saturday March 21st at 3:00pm and 7:00pm.
Movie Night Friday March 27th at 7:30pm: The Mel Brooks film “History of the World Part One”.   FREE admission!
Pot Luck luncheon after Service on March 28th, April 19th and June 7th.
Marie
Birthdays

March
1st – Betsy Diachun
 5th – Elaine Pethybridge

 7th – Judi Bongiovanni

13th – Andrea Galey

15th – Carmedy West

23rd – Marn Weld

30th – Donna Marie Goss

31st – Lucille McElwain

UU News
WNY Cluster
The February 19th meeting focused on cluster participation on the opposition to the CMW expansion of the Toxic Waste Site in Youngstown.

Further planning work on the 'model worship' as a process for the cluster to create Engaging Worship and what we might really do.

There was representation from Amherst, East Aurora, Niagara Falls and Buffalo. 

Rev. Tim Ashton asked if we might move the cluster meeting to the 2nd Thursday of the month.  There was a suggestion that we hold a cluster meeting, perhaps in May, in Hamburg to accommodate participation by the Fredonia members, especially to discuss Growth. 

The Next meeting will be held on April 9th at the Amherst church.  If you would like to attend, lets car pool!
UUA

Grants for Lay Theological Education!

Half of the funds that were generously donated to Association Sunday 2008: Growing Our Spirit will support lay theological education programs. Grants are available to create programs which focus on spiritual and theological deepening for lay leaders.
The next Association Sunday celebration is on October 4th of this year.

Yvonne
GREEN SPACE

This month we have a different opportunity to learn how to be green!  Colin McCullough, a UU from Massachusetts, has written us and would like to visit us.

He said: 

“We're a UU family from central Massachusetts planning to embark soon on our cross-country eco-video series for kids about renewable energy and sustainable living.  We're coming through Niagara Falls on Thursday, June 25 and would like to come visit the church on our way through.  There are two things I'd like to ask about.  First, we're giving presentations at UU churches across the country to promote our video project and get people involved - if you think there is interest in the congregation for us to come speak about our project, we'd love to give a presentation in the evening of June 25.   The other thing I'd like to ask is if you can think of someone in the congregation who would be willing to host our family overnight on June 25.  We're being hosted by generous UU families as we travel which helps us tremendously in keeping our project costs down and let's us spend time making new friends across the country, instead of staying in one faceless hotel after the next.  

Here's some information about our project:  in May/June 2009, our family will be crossing the U.S. in our vegetable-oil powered VW Beetle to film an eco-video series for kids about renewable energy and sustainable living.  We'll be distributing our video series free to schools nationally, with the mission of inspiring and empowering kids to create a renewable and sustainable future.  Our nationally award-winning eco-videos, starring 9-year-old Carrick, have been seen by over 200,000 people, and our upcoming eco-video series is our attempt to bring the message of sustainability to a much larger audience.  Kids need to see what a sustainable future can look like, and they need to hear it from someone their own age!  You can find out more about our cross-country eco-video project at our website, www.OurRenewableNation.org.

We have some exciting project news just from the last 2 weeks!  Carrick is being nominated for a Presidential Environmental Youth Award, and we've been invited to show our videos at the Environmental Film Festival at Yale University in April.  Just last week, we were contacted by the Sierra Club asking if they could use one of our videos in an upcoming national campaign to promote home energy audits!  Momentum continues to build for our project as we get closer to our departure in May!”

Please speak to Yvonne if you might be able to host Colin and his family overnight I have set the evening of June 25th for the presentation.
Yvonne
Religious Education – Adults

Regular sessions continue on Sunday at 9:30am in the Founders Room – all are welcome. We start discussions with the articles in UU World.
Judi

Social Action

Stand Against Racism
Stand Against Racism is a movement initiated by the YWCAs of Trenton and Princeton, New Jersey in 2008. The goal is to raise awareness that racism still exists in our communities and that it cannot be ignored or tolerated. Our objective is to bring organizations together, who believe like we do, that united we can eliminate racism.  

Any and everyone who believes in peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all people are invited to stand together for racial justice and be part of this annual event. Please plan to join on April 3rd and take a Stand Against Racism. For further details speak with Marge Gillies.
Marge
Opposition to Expansion of Toxic Waste Site
Ed McGreevy presented information at the board meeting requesting that our congregation join with other area churches to oppose expansion of CWM toxic waste disposal in the site in Youngstown.

 Skeeter and Ed M.
From The Archives Closet

Searching for J. Allen Johnson

 

The December “Powerline” carried a short article on J. Allen Johnson, the engineer who engineered establishment of the Niagara Falls Unitarian Church in 1920. 

A group photo of 21 charter members of the church posed on the Armoury steps in 1922 lacks captions.  Although Mr. Johnson is in the picture, 21st century viewers cannot identify him! 

[image: image1.jpg]


Until now, that is. Powerline’s circulation is greater than you’d think. Former church secretary Therese Drozdowski still reads it. She forwarded the article on Mr. Johnson to his grandson, Erik Popp, in Wisconsin.  
Mr. Popp has a sterling genealogy.  The Popp family was active in the church also. Old timers must recall Hans and Helen Popp, Erik’s parents, and his grandmother, Lucy Johnson, J. Allen’s widow and Helen Popp’s mother. All devoted considerable energy to this church. 

Mr. Popp thought that he could find some family photos, and he scanned a few on his computer.  

The 34 charter members of the Unitarian Church may not have realized that they were creating history at that time and thereafter. The person instrumental in gathering people of a liberal religious bent in the Niagara Falls area now has a face.   Mr. Popp included photos of his forbear as a college graduate, a young father with his wife and children at the time the church was officially organized, and as a middle-aged leader. 

Mr. Johnson died comparatively young in 1935 aged 53. His widow lived until 1967 and was known as the leader of the Unitarian holiday bazaars. 

Mr. Popp says in an email:  “Hello to all former friends of the Unitarian Church….I had great times growing up in the church, especially with my mother and father being such loyal members. I remember scooting around on the floor in the main [image: image2.jpg]


church all as a youngster, when they held their annual bazaar.  What a wonderful childhood it was.” 

The trail of the wonderful acquisition of the Johnson photos is amazing!  Therese Drozdowski contacted Erik Popp and also Betsy Diachun. Betsy contacted Janet McKenna. Janet wrote to Mr.  Popp, who responded via email. Thanks to all, and especially Erik Popp, for making these photos available for the First UU Niagara Falls archives and files and humanizing a  long-deceased leader. 

More on this family in future issues of Powerline. 

Janet
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�Johnson Family


Lucy Allen Johnson; Joseph Allen Johnson Jr.; David William Johnson; Patriarch - J Allen Johnson Sr.; Helen Day Johnson, later Mrs. Hans Popp 


photo taken 1922
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