March 2010 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 
Sunday Services (11:00am)
Regular Sunday Services 

March 7:  “Renewal” – Rev. Theresa Kime with Worship Associate Gary McCunn
Our church home provides us with many things: an opportunity to explore our spiritual lives, an opportunity to form lasting, caring connections with others, an opportunity for our children to discover and learn about our world and the Spirit, a chance to develop our knowledge and thinking about important matters, a chance to work with others to make our world a place of blessing for all.  Each year we spend some time considering what this faith and church mean to us and then we renew our pledges to one another-- in our hearts and through our pocketbooks-- so that this congregation can continue to be a presence in our community.  Join us today as we explore the renewal that generosity brings.

After the service we’ll enjoy a potluck luncheon together.  Please bring a dish to share! 
March 14: “Transforming Jericho Road” – Kimberly Dehon
Taking Martin Luther King, Jr.’s advice on changing the path of suffering caused by racism and classism.  What can each of us do to make a positive difference?
March 21:  “Mind and Heart: Unitarianism” – Rev. Theresa Kime 
This is the beginning of a three-part series on the roots of our faith tradition and what they have to remind us/teach us about who we are today.  This Sunday we’ll consider Unitarianism and the third Sunday of the following two months we will consider Universalism, and lastly the merger into Unitarian Universalism. 
March 28: “The Bottom Rung” – Rev. Donald Reidell
If legend and history are right, those who stand on the bottom rung of the ladder will inherit the earth.
 

Minister’s Weekend Schedule
Friday, March 5: 

      Rev. Terry will lead a program on loss and living at Stella Niagara  
Saturday, March 6:

      9:00-10:00am Children’s Religious Education Committee

      10:00-Noon Caring Circle

      2:00-4:00pm Leadership Development Training, Session 4 

Friday, March 19:

      4:30-6:00pm By-laws committee 
Saturday, March 20:

      10:00am-Noon Class at Lewiston Library,

             “Praying without Being Religious: An Exploration”

      2:00-4:00pm Leadership Development Training, Session 5

      4:00-5:00pm Calls and visits  

Sunday, March 21:

      1:00-3:00pm Board meeting in the Founder’s Room
PASTORAL CARE TRAINING TO BE OFFERED AGAIN

Would you like to learn more about how to be a good support to those housebound, sick or hospitalized, or struggling with a particular life issue?  If so, please let Rev. Terry or any member of the Caring Circle (Judy Bongiovanni, Jean Speck, Marge Gillies, Yvonne Stocker and Peter Diachun) know.  If there are enough folks interested at this time, Rev Terry will offer, again, a four-week training on pastoral care beginning mid-April.   Several members attended the training last year and from that formed the Caring Circle. 
The Caring Circle reaches out to church members and friends to offer support as needed and fosters the overall spirit of the congregation.  Folks who attend the training are welcome to join the Caring Circle but there is no obligation to do so.  If you wish to be part of the Caring Circle team, the training is a prerequisite.  

From Your Minister
Cultivating generosity is one of our endeavors as Unitarian Universalists.  Our congregation’s vision asks us to reach out to those in need, to make the world a more compassionate and just place, and to create a religious community that welcomes, affirms, and encourages spiritual and intellectual growth in adults and children.  All this takes generosity--generosity of heart, mind, spirit, and resources.


Money is one of these resources, and this month we are asked to give thoughtful consideration to our support for First UU Niagara.   Our pledges are important as they determine the sustainability of this religious community, not only for next year, but to also keep our vision alive for a church here that will benefit many generations to come.  


We need this church for the laughter we share here, for the friends we have here, the newcomers we learn from, and the children who lift our hearts.  We need it for the ways it stretches our minds and hearts through worship services and classes, for the ways it asks us to question who is hurting and how we can help.  


The Falls also needs this church.  We have a precious religious heritage and a bold religious understanding to offer the community and there are seekers out there longing to hear our message of compassion, welcome, hope, and engagement with the world.  Perhaps at one time you were one of them.


Let’s all take some time to think seriously about our pledges for our next church year, 2010-2011.   And throughout March, let’s allow generosity be our guide.

      With every good wish,

   Terry

Praying without being religious - A class with Rev. Kime

Consider the concept of prayer at “Praying without Being Religious: An Exploration,” a free class for people of all religious faiths conducted by our Rev. Theresa Kime. It is offered from 10:00am to Noon, Saturday, March 20 at the Lewiston Public Library, 305 South 8th Street, Lewiston NY.  


“Whether you’re Christian, Buddhist, or Jewish; religious or spiritual; of an earth-centered tradition, a spiritual seeker, a humanist, agnostic, or atheist--you may find a place for prayer in your life,” says Rev. Kime. 


Participants will reflect on why people pray and what it might bring to spirituality.  They will explore different ways of considering prayer and a variety of approaches to it. 


We know Rev. Terry as our minister and a hospice chaplain. 

For more information call First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara at 285 8381 or visit www.firstuunf.org or the Lewiston Public Library at 754 4720 or www.lewistonpubliclibrary.org.
President’s Corner
We are all fortunate in so many ways!  This is especially apparent when we see how much more difficult it is to live in other parts of the world or in other cultures without the physical advantages and liberties we so often take for granted.  Take a moment to consider how different our lives could be through nothing we ourselves have done that allows us to be so fortunate.  We owe a great gratitude, if not a debt, to those who have gone before us and paved the way for our good lives.  More important we have an obligation to build on these traditions and to provide them for future generations. 


Not the least among our blessings from those who went before us are our principles of freedom of thought and inquiry.  Our Unitarian Universalist traditions are a foundation of these principles in the past and are guidelines and inspiration for us today.  The political environment of our country today challenges these very traditions and principles.  It is imperative that we stand strongly behind them. 

This is easy to say, but how do we do it?  As individuals we may be powerless and not have the ability to make a difference.  By gathering together and combining our concerns and our voices we can make a difference.  We can encourage each other.  We can gain strength and determination as a group. 

Our small Church is an assembly of people who have similar concerns, ideas and dreams.  We need each other.  Let us resolve individually and as a group to see that this tradition continues here.
Peter Diachun
Our People
Shari and Bill Burke
Shari and Bill Burke wish to express their thanks to everyone at First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara for welcoming us so wholeheartedly.  Our time here has been wonderful and we are very sad about leaving.  This is a community in every sense of the word and being a part of it has given us both a greater sense of what is possible. We hope that we will be able to keep in touch.  Please consider sending us an email once in a while at shariandbillburke@gmail.com and if you are interested in our work as we go forward, we will be launching a new e-journal sometime in March.  More information about that can be found here: http://www.centerforculturalpreservation.com/products.htm.
Shari and Bill
Sandy Perry

In the second half of Bill Bradberry's guest editorial on page 6A of the January 27 Gazette is a nice tribute to Sandy Perry.  A copy has been posted on the bulletin board in Unity Hall.  http://www.niagara-gazette.com/archivesearch/local_story_026203415.html
Betsy
Pledge Campaign

We will kick off the Annual Pledge Campaign drive with a potluck luncheon on March 7 right after the Sunday Service. Please bring a dish to pass. There will be information about pledging at the potluck.

Erica Kopp – Campaign 2010 Chair
Social Action 
Last year, our congregation participated in the YWCA's Stand Against Racism.  This year, Marge Gillies is one of the Niagara County coordinators for this effort April 30 through May 2.


The Stand Against Racism is a movement of the YWCA with the goal of bringing people together from all walks of life—across the country—to raise awareness that racism still exists.  The methodology is to bring together like minded organizations that share the vision of eliminating racism and celebrating the richness of diversity.  By inviting community organizations to partner with YWCA the outreach of this mission is maximized, attracting hundreds of thousands of participants.

We expect that our congregation will participate again this year.  Your thoughts, questions and suggestions would be welcomed by Marge Gillies, Jeanne Aydelotte and Ed McGreevy.


On March 14, the sermon delivered by Kim Dehon will address issues related to racism.  There will be an opportunity during coffee hour to discuss issues and questions raised in the sermon or to discuss personal experiences with racism and how our congregation might participate in the Stand Against Racism.
Ed McGreevy
The International Association for Religious Freedom 

In January, I, John Rex, attended the U.S. Chapter meeting of the IARF (The International Association for Religious Freedom) in Clearwater, Florida. 


The IARF, founded in 1900, was the first international inter-religious organization in the world.  While primarily founded by Unitarians and “liberal” Christian thinkers, the organization has since grown to include major religious groups of many traditions including Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Shinto, and Sikh participants.  There are over 75 affiliated member groups in 25 countries that share a commitment to religious harmony and freedom of worship.  All hold the conviction that a diversity of religions and beliefs exist which has a positive and constructive contribution to make to human society.


In September 1 to 4, the 33rd Congress of the International Association for Religious Freedom will be held at Ernakulam, near Kochi, Kerala, India.


My first visit to India began with the IARF Congress held in Bangalore, India in 1993.  It is my hope and plan to return to India for the gathering next September.  The keynote speaker will be the Dalai Lama.


I would like to encourage all UU’s to become informed about the IARF, and to consider a trip to India, along with many UU friends who will be attending.  I know of different pre- and post-Congress tours that are now being organized.  Want to know more?  Call me at 716-853-1002 and check out: www.iarf.net and www.iarfus.org.

John Rex
Drumming

At the beginning of the church year, a friend of the church, Sunny, welcomed everyone including the children into her home for a Drumming Circle.  A few members of the congregation attended including two of my children. We had so much fun we planned to continue. With winter approaching, Sunny suggested that we move the Drumming Circle to the church. The only limit is that we can’t have a bonfire in Unity Hall!

We have continued with the Circle each month. Jean Speck has led the circle many times, introducing us to native dances and songs. A variety of people have participated, including members, neighbors who live close to the church, and friends of friends.

The Drumming Circle is not limited to drums but includes other musical instruments. The younger children love joining in or playing while listening. Anyone is welcome to attend.  


The next Drumming Circle is March 27 at 3:30pm in Unity hall. When the weather becomes nicer we plan on having that bonfire…outside!    Erica

Here We Grow

In the February Powerline, Yvonne presented a powerful and compelling explanation of the Story Circle Project. Six gatherings have been held with close to 40 members and friends participating. We thank all who came and who shared. One of the circles was comprised of some of the creative minds and artistic folk in our midst. We encourage others; those of you with a bent for gardening, home decorating, crafts, and a love of beauty to join in brainstorming and offering ideas for a visual representation of the life-giving forces in our congregation.


We are growing! We are glowing! There are new faces in our midst and new voices sharing their ideas and hopes and stories. There are new activities; Game nights, Movies, Cooking Classes, and a Drumming Circle.


The Evensong Gatherings and Story Circles offer us ways to deepen and articulate our individual faith and to appreciate the many ways to experience and express those beliefs.


Through the activities of individual members we grow incarnationally, moving into the larger community. Sharing the Hearing Loop, the Stand Against Racism, the Rain Barrel Project, representation at NOAH, and Rev. Terry's classes at the Lewiston Library take us out of the sanctuary and away from a Sunday-morning-only mentality.  There is an energy, an optimism, an enthusiasm in our midst. Yaay Niagara UU's!
Jean
Book Discussion Group 
The Book Discussion group meets at 7:00pm the second Tuesday of each month in Unity Hall. Hope to see you there.


On March 9, we will discuss The Book of Negroes by Lawrence Hill.  This is the magnificently told journey of a free African girl turned into a woman and a slave.  Its characters are vivid and the background is detailed. You feel you are turning the pages of history.


On April 13, we will discuss the nonfiction book, The Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane Ackerman.  After their zoo was bombed, Polish zookeepers managed to save over three-hundred people from the Nazis by hiding refugees in empty animal cages. The author combines extensive research and her own naturalist background to re-create this fascinating true-life story.  

Judy

Adult Reflection and Discussion 
The Sunday morning Adult Reflection and Exploration group will resume on February 28 at 9:45am in the Founders Room. Discussions are lively and it is not necessary to have done homework to come.

There will be NO Adult Education on Sunday, March 28, Palm Sunday.  Instead the class invites everyone to the wonderful buffet offered at the South Wilson Fire Hall on Chestnut St. just north of Route 93.  Last year the cost was $10 for adults—less for children and is definitely "all you can eat"—both breakfast and lunch entrees.  This is a real American small town experience.  We'll meet there when they open at 9:00am and get back to Niagara Falls in time for the church service at 11:00am.  If you need directions or a ride, call Betsy at 754-2830.
Evensong
Evensong sharing group will resume Thursday March 4 at 2:30pm. Everyone is welcome. Please let Judy know, in advance, if you will be new to the group so materials can be prepared. 

Judy
News From CRE

The children enjoyed a variety of events in February. They hosted FUUN Movie Night, Spies Like Us. They invited their friends and really enjoyed selling snacks (and eating them). Anticipation of the next and last movie of the season is building! 

For Valentines Day, the children enjoyed music Sunday with the rest of the congregation. One of our younger friends of the church, 10-month old Vicky, joined the RE for a lesson. The kids loved having her there.

The children will host coffee hour for Mother's Day and plan to make a special coffee hour for the congregation.

There are colored pencils, children's magazines, clipboards, and paper available for any children (anyone) during the service on the far table in the Narthex.

If anyone is interested in working with the children, please see Erica or Ed.
Erica, Ed
Birthdays     March

  1st – Betsy Diachun

13th – Andrea Galey
  5th – Elaine Pethybridge

15th – Carmedy West
  7th – Judy Bongiovanni

23rd – Marn Weld
  9th – Bill Burke


30th – Donna Marie Goss





31st – Lucille McElwain
Social

COOKING

February’s FUUN Cooking 101 (Sushi) was an interesting mix of ideas.  We had folks who didn’t do fish, we had folks that couldn’t do rice, and we even had one cook who wanted everything with red wine. :-) Sitting around the wooden table in Unity Hall felt like a “circle dinner”—enjoying everyone’s stories while making their own version of “Sushi.”
March’s FUUN Cooking 101 is going to be a repeat so the cooks can eat.  Baklava makes a wonderful pastry for Easter.  Join us Friday March 26 at 6:00pm for another round of Baklava. It’ll be a FUUN time for all.  There is a $5 charge per person for materials. Hope to see you there.  If you would like to show the FUUN Cooks how to make something or there is something you would like to try, just let Marie know. Hope to see you in the FUUN kitchen.  

 
MOVIE NITE  
March Movie Nite: Saturday March 20 at 7:00pm

This is the final Movie Nite until October when we have enough darkness, so let’s have some fun with a pajama party. Wear your jammies and slippers and bring your snuggle blanket for the March Madness Movie Nite!
Marie

WNY UU Cluster Meeting

Yvonne Stocker begins a three-year term as the delegate representing WNY UU churches at the Network of Religious Communities. 


Bill Parke, St. Lawrence District trustee, outlined a proposed new level of administration called Regions, below the National UUA and above the District level. 

The UU Church of Buffalo hosts a Youth Conference March 12 to 14. 

The WNY Cluster of UU Churches will meet on the second Thursday every other month. Our next meeting is April 8 at the Amherst UU Church.

Please send agenda items to markflanders123@gmail.com
Mark Flanders
Of Interest

Small Talk Newsletter - "Climate Change and the Small Congregation" 

http://www.spiritoflifepublishing.com/newsletters/smalltalkfeb10.pdf
UU Niagara Activities – March 2010
March 2010

	Sunday

	Monday

	Tuesday

	Wednesday

	Thursday

	Friday

	Saturday


	28 

11a Sunday Service

	1 

6p Habitat for Humanity

	2 

	3 

	4 

	5 

	6 

9a CRE Committee

10a Caring Circle

12p Recovery Group

2p Leadership Development Class 4

4:30p Game night


	7 

11a Sunday Service

12p Pledge Drive Potluck

	8 

	9 

7p Book Discussion Group

	10 

	11 

	12 

	13 

12p Recovery Group

3p Wedding 


	14 

11a Sunday Service

	15 

	16 

11a NOAH Clergy Caucus

	17 

	18 

	19 

4:30p By-laws Committee

5p Vagina Monologues

	20 

10a Praying without Being Religious
12p Recovery Group

1p Vagina Monologues

2p Leadership Development Class 5

7p Family Movie Nite: TBA


	21 

11a Sunday Service

1p Board Meeting

	22 

	23 

	24 

	25 

	26 
6p FUUN Cooking Class: Baklava
	27 

12p Recovery Group

3:30p Drumming circle


	28 

11a Sunday Service

	29 

	30 

	31 

			

	

	


If you have comments, arguments or articles you may submit them to the editor either electronically yvonnestocker@gmail.com or by mail 4118 Bell Street, Niagara Falls NY 14305-1606 or phone 716 278-0176

Yvonne
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara



   
PO Box 2566, 

Niagara Falls, NY 14302




 

US 

Return Service Requested
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