May 2009 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 
Announcement:

The board has declared that the Annual General Meeting will be held on May 17th following the Sunday Service. Please notify a board member if you wish to place a motion on the agenda.

Sunday Services for the Month of May 2009

Regular Services begin at 11:00am

May 3: “Finding a Language of Reverence” – Rev. Theresa Kime

We Unitarian Universalists share a Living Tradition, the many sources from which we draw strength and inspiration.  It’s a bold religious position but one not without its challenges, such as how do we talk to one another about the spiritual understandings and practices that are meaningful to us?  How can we be respectful and disagree?  Today we’ll explore some possibilities.

After the service, all are invited to join for a congregational conversation continuing the service theme and there will be an opportunity to share with one another particular parts of the Living Tradition each finds important. 

May 10: “From the Mouths of Babes” – Marlana Barry
Pearls of wisdom, moments of insights, and how my children helped raise me.  Come join us as I speak of the interdependent web that our children help weave around us.
May 17: “Giving Your Best” – Rev. Theresa Kime
One of the Buddhist paramitas (qualities to cultivate that will help us create a meaningful life) is joyful exertion.  Today we’ll consider how we might develop this quality in our lives. 
 
May 24: “Still Persecuted” – Rev. Donald Reidell

The old adage “All men (sic) are created equal” may sound good, but it still seems that it does not apply to women.
May 31: “PRIDE” – Rev. John Rex
LGBT folks have made major advances in recent years, but we aren't there yet. Unitarian Universalism has helped – most of the time...  Let's talk about that.

Minister’s Saturday Schedule
Friday, May 1:  6:00 pm:  Board meeting

Saturday, May 2:

      10:00-12:00:  Class: “Creating a Legacy of Blessing/Preparing for our 
Parting” Session 1:  What are some of the things we can do to help our loved ones with the decision-making needed at end of life?  
Are there ways we can help create good memories, ways to plan that will leave our loved ones a legacy of blessing?  
This three-part class will cover practical and spiritual considerations for preparing for our parting.

      Noon-1:00:  Bring a sandwich and join Rev. Terry & others for lunch.

      1:00-2:00:  Caring Circle meeting

      2:00-4:00:  Planning for the GLBT worship service on June 7th. 

Friday, May 15:  Rev. Terry will share a small dinner with anyone who wants to   

organize one!

Saturday, May 16:  

     10:00-noon:  Class: “Creating a Legacy of Blessing/Preparing for Our 
Parting,” Session 2 

      Noon-1:00:  Bring a sandwich and join Rev. Terry & others for lunch

      1:00-3:00:  Meet with Planning for Growth Team

      3:00-4:00:  Worship Committee Meeting  

From Your Minister

Hard to believe almost a full church year has passed since I started as your consulting minister.  We have done many new things together—planned, created, connected, learned, and enjoyed.  I have been enjoying greatly my time with you.  Your dedication to First UU Niagara and our faith, and your care for one another is outstanding.

As we enter into May, and a time of renewal for the earth, may we, too, find continued inspiration and renewal.  I hope you take some time this month to consider the church year passed thus far, the remaining months of the formal church year, and the church year ahead (2009-10!).  Think about what worked well, what you most enjoyed over the past months.  Consider any disappointments and how those can be addressed in the remaining months or next church year.  Imagine what you’d most like to see occur next year and come up with one or two ideas that would support that new life emerging.

We all need to find times and places of respite and renewal.  I hope you allow May to provide you with such a time and place.


Wishing every good wish,
Terry 
President’s Corner

 
Spring is now officially here! That of course means that the Canvass is over and the Annual Meeting is coming up after the service on Sunday May 17th. Please remember that you must attend the annual meeting to exercise your UU vote.
We are planning to continue our Summer Services in the Socrates Café format. We will also have at least three picnics (sites and times yet to be determined).  If you have any ideas or wishes please speak with Marn or Yvonne!
Yvonne
Growth Team

Our Growth Team update: 

· Rob Howard has joined the team and is busy catching up on reading and what we have already done
· All members, including our friends ‘from away,’ are reminded that we need a proper name for our Team. Please let Jean Speck know your ideas.
· Our Board will spend a good part of our next meeting working on their personal ministry
Jean Speck
Worship

Your Worship team continues to try to make the Sunday Service a most meaningful and engaging experience. 
Summer is coming up fast! We need volunteers to lead a summer service in our usual ‘Socrates Café’ style.  Please speak with Ed Tormay to choose your date!
We have planned a GLBT worship service on June 7th. There will be a working session to flesh out the details of the service on May 2nd at 2:00pm.  
Yvonne
CRE

We remind all who work with the children that we need to read and acknowledge compliance with the code of conduct.

Reading and signing this code of conduct will likely appear superfluous rather than onerous to our members.
 Erica

Book Group
 

This month, on Tuesday, May 12th at 7:00pm we will discuss Destined For Salvation by Kalen K. Fristad.
Everyone’s welcome.  It is not necessary to have read the book to participate in the discussion. 

This is a well written, thoughtful, convincing book about Christian Universalism, the belief that God will eventually save all people. 

Fristad does more than simply quote verses from the Bible that support universal salvation. He explains how the key themes of scripture point toward a Universalist interpretation of the Gospel, and he is fair in recognizing that not all Bible verses seem to support universalism. He also discusses the many negative effects of belief in eternal damnation and argues that belief in universal salvation has a positive effect on the way we live and treat each other.

One of the best ideas in this book is that salvation is about spiritual growth as an eternal process of growing into God's likeness, not just one moment of going down to the altar and professing a religious doctrine about Jesus.
Judi

Social
Movie Night Friday May 22th at 7:30pm 
FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO

Can the love between two people ever be an abomination? Is the chasm separating gays and lesbians and Christianity too wide to cross? Is the Bible an excuse to hate?

Through the experiences of five very normal, very American families—including those of former House Majority Leader Richard Gephardt and Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson—we discover how insightful people of faith handle the realization of having a gay child. Informed by such respected voices as Bishop Desmond Tutu, Orthodox Rabbi Steve Greenberg and Reverend Jimmy Creech, FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO offers healing, clarity and understanding to anyone caught in the crosshairs of scripture and sexual identity.
Pot Luck luncheon after Service June 7th.
Marie
Birthdays

May

 6th – Tina Deakyne

 7th – Barbara Faller

 9th – Elise Gray

10th – Mother’s Day
UU News
WNY Cluster
The WNY UU Cluster continued our discussion of the Sierra Club's opposition to the DEC's siting proposal, which seeks to expand the existing Waste Site near Lewiston. This site is currently receiving toxic waste from 32 states, Canada & Puerto Rico. It was decided that each congregation's Board should ask their respective Social Action/Justice committees to review the resolutions prepared by other churches, and ask them to prepare a resolution in the name of the Committee (rather than the Church). This can be as simple as filling in the blanks on the sample resolution provided. Also Bill Clarke our SLD Board representative has agreed to contact Robb Smith, District Assembly & Interfaith Impact Liaison for SLD regarding this issue, in hopes of getting him involved in some sort of a coordinated effort through the District.

The Amherst church will be hosting a Social Justice Conference for the District on November 7, 2009.

The idea to form an inter-church service to be given at the various churches within our Cluster needs to branch off as a special task force. We would like to have two people from each congregation participate. We would especially ask those who have been involved in the "Preaching by Parishioners" to consider this project. This joint project requires more attention/involvement/time than can be afforded at the Cluster meetings. Jerry Kent has agreed to be the contact person for continuing this project. All are encouraged to make personal contact with people who may have the skills and desire to be involved in this project; explaining the idea, and asking people directly if they would be interested.

Yvonne Stocker gave a brief report on the progress of the Growth Workshop in Auburn recently and also reported on the Niagara Falls' church's involvement in the "Stand Up Against Racism" protest: 15 attended, 8 were non-church members including the Mayor of Niagara Falls!

Jerry Kent hopes to be able to schedule a "Chalice Lighter's Sunday" in May.

Bill Clarke discussed his experiences with the District Futures Team, and his excitement about the upcoming District Assembly.

Mark Flanders discussed the formation of a Facebook group "UUWNY" that now has 130 members, and how it is a useful outlet for information about events around WNY.

At the next few meetings, the Cluster will consider whether or not a Mission Statement would be useful. We would also like to try to coordinate a Cluster-wide Picnic - perhaps utilizing the Facebook group to find volunteer organizers.

Regular meetings of the Cluster are moved to 7PM on the second Thursday of each month (excluding the summer months) at the Amherst Church. 
The May 2009 meeting will be on a Saturday morning at the Hamburg church followed by a lunch/picnic provided by our hosts Jerry Sauberan and the rest of the Hamburg folks. 

Rev Terry Kime and four folks from Fredonia will attend and speak to us how they have become the inspiring group they are!

So let’s carpool and join in our cluster growth! 

The date and place is: 
UU Church of Hamburg - 142 Union Street - Hamburg, NY 14075 
May 9th 10am - noon followed by lunch hosted by Hamburg church
Yvonne
GREEN SPACE

Some simple, cheap and environmentally friendly ideas for spring cleaning:
· Rejuvenate aluminum utensils by cleaning with a paste of cream of tartar and water and then buffing with a soft cloth. 

· Modern stainless steel appliances and fittings often get smeared with grease and fingerprints – avoid the temptation to spray with toxic chemicals and instead wipe with a cloth dampened with undiluted white vinegar.
· Commercial shoe polishes often contain noxious ingredients, so instead rub leather shoes with olive oil and a few drops of lemon juice with a thick cotton cloth, wait a few minutes then buff to a deep natural shine.

· To clean copper or brass soak a cotton rag in a saucepan of boiling water into which you have tablespoon of salt and a cup of white vinegar. When the solution has cooled enough to handle rub the metal with the cloth, allow it to cool, then wipe clean. For stubborn stains sprinkle baking soda on the cloth before wiping. 
Yvonne
Religious Education – Adults

Regular sessions continue on Sunday at 9:30am in the Founders Room – all are welcome. We usually start discussions with the articles in UU World.
Judi

News from the Chautauqua Fellowship
Adapted from: Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Chautauqua Spring newsletter by Janet McKenna 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  BOB HOPPER, hopper.r@att.net 

Try some UU Bliss at Chautauqua this season & shed those economic blues! 

On Sunday June 28 we will enjoy our first Sunday service of the season at 9:30am in the Hall of Philosophy.  On Saturday the 27th our new denominational house at #6 Bliss will have opened to its first weekly guests. As president of the Fellowship I look forward to greeting you at our denominational house just off Bestor Plaza near the Colonnade, the Bookstore, and the Tally-Ho. As of now almost all the rooms at the UU house are rented for each week of this coming season. A waiting list is being compiled.  You can track our progress and upcoming events at our new website www.uufchautauqua.org 

The ceremonial ribbon cutting for the new house will take place at our afternoon social hour Tuesday July 14.  
We have invited ten UU ministers to weekly Sunday services at 9:30am in the Hall of Philosophy. There is wonderful music under the direction of Ann Weber. Childcare is offered for children ages 4-11 during services.  The 14th annual UU Ethics Seminar Series convenes July 20-24 at the Hall of Philosophy at 9:30am. 

The UU science team hosts additional bi-weekly health science workshops at the denominational house.  Together with CI’s Dept. of Religion we will sponsor a participant in CI’s program for new clergy during week five. 

We encourage our own members and friends and long time sustaining supporters in the churches and fellowships of the St. Lawrence and Ohio-Meadville districts to visit the new house and sample some of the bliss that comes with the enriching experiences found on the Chautauqua grounds throughout the season.  Even if you can only visit for a day or two please know that short term UU visitors and friends are welcome to relax on the shady patio at #6 Bliss where you can bring a lunch or snacks.  Visitors are also welcome on the front porch, or even to take a break in the daytime in the living room. 

For a preview visit the website at uufchautauqua.org 

Program notes: 

At the Hall of Philosophy Sundays at 9:30am
June 28 Steve Aschman Erie, PA
July 8 Frank Hall  Westport, CT

July 12 Richard Gilbert Rochester, NY (retired)

July 19 Terry Sims Surprise, AZ

July 26 Lee Barker President, Meadville Lombard Theological Seminary

Aug 2 Martha Munson Youngstown, OH

Aug 9 David Bumbaugh Professor, Meadville, Lombard

Aug 16 David Weissbard Rockford, IL (retired)

Aug 23 Michael McGee Arlington, VA

Aug 30 Daniel Budd Shaker Heights, OH 

14th annual UU Ethics Seminar Series
 (9:30am Hall of Philosophy) 

July 20 Bill Brockman “Thoughts about relationships: Challenges and opportunities” 

July 21 Ron Lindsay, CEO, Center for Inquiry, Buffalo discusses the Center’s mission 

July 22 Teena Cahill “What makes us do the right thing” 

July 23 Terry Sims “Holy union” 

July 24 Andy Reese “Insights from evolutionary biology on moral development”  

Follow your Bliss! 

Janet
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
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