November 2008 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 
October 26, 2008:  “The Learning Tree” - Rev. Donald Reidell

We ask questions and we yearn to learn but what if we never find an answer?

November 2, 2008:  “A Growing Concern” – Rev Terry Kime

Do we need to grow, as individuals and as a religious community?  Is it a religious imperative?  What does it mean to grow?   Why does the world need our particular religious faith community?  Let’s explore some answers.
We will be continuing our congregational conversation about growth after the service.

November 9, 2008:  “Title: A Personal Defense of Dogma” – Rev Martin X. Moleski, SJ

I am a Roman Catholic priest and a member of the Society of Jesus, which was founded in the Renaissance by Ignatius of Loyola to preach the gospel.  By chance (or by God's Providence, if there is a God), Ignatius' enthusiasm for preaching coincided with the rise of Protestantism, and the Jesuits became embroiled in controversy from before the order was born.  My Ph.D. work is in theological epistemology, a field which asks the question, "How do we know what we know about God?" My answer, using John Henry Newman and Michael Polanyi as resources, is "We know about God more through our hearts than our minds."  I will try to explain why the teaching of the Catholic Church satisfies me personally--and why I think such personal satisfaction is the highest standard to which anyone can appeal when thinking about the meaning of truth.

November 16, 2008:  “Harvesting Our Abundance” – Rev Terry Kime

As we draw closer to Thanksgiving Day, let’s consider how we might cultivate joy in our lives.
After the service, those who are new to our faith and/or church community are invited to join the minister and board members for an introduction to both in the Founder’s Room upstairs.

November 23, 2008:  “Morsels for Thanksgiving” – Rev Donald Reidell

Thoughts on both overindulgence and on sensible consumption. Mangia! Mangia!

November 30, 2008:  “Francis David: Innovator!” – Rev John Rex

Imagine a man who, in the course of one lifetime, managed to hold the highest religious positions in a state where one’s affiliation was critical, first as a Catholic, then a Lutheran, then a Calvinist, and finally a Unitarian, the last commitment being ultimately terminal.  Let us join Transylvanian Unitarians, who honor his death day, November 15, by remembering this amazing ancestor.”

Minister’s Saturday Schedule
Sat., 11/1:  Rev. Terry will be at a St. Lawrence District-sponsored conference in Barneveld with Board President Yvonne and member Skeeter about fostering growth in small congregations.

Sat. 11/15: Rev. Terry will be at a St. Lawrence District-sponsored conference in Rochester with Board President Yvonne and members about creating contemporary worship in our UU congregations.
From Your Minister
Thanks to all who attended our Service of Remembrance and Appreciation on October 5th.  It was a service with laughter and tears—an opportunity to mourn and to celebrate.  Because many of you were unable to attend, and because we initiated something at the service that will continue to be part of this congregation, I offer a summary of the key elements so that all can be included in the experience.
We began our service with these words: "We gather today to remember those whose lives have touched ours.  We gather to remember members and friends of this beloved religious community who are no longer with us.  They are relatives-- our children, our parents, aunts, uncles, sisters, brothers, cousins.  They are partners, spouses.  They are trusted friends.  They have died-- through illness, accident, suicide, old age, some deaths peaceful, some violent.  They have left our church-- through a move, a disconnection, a change of church. However they have gone, we miss them, and so we have gathered to remember and to honor their presence that once was with us…a presence that gifted us in some way and a presence that will continue to bless us and this church community."

We then sang together hymn # 403, "Spirit of Truth, Of Life, Of Power."  Later in the service we brought to mind the names of these folks and said them aloud or in our hearts.  After this time, I lit three candles saying these words:  "I light this candle for all those no longer with us, those named and those unnamed, whose lives have touched this church community.  I light this second candle for the pain and disappointment, the sadness, perhaps even the anger, the leaving of these folks has brought.  May such feelings now be eased.  I light this third candle for the joy, the care, the new opportunities and ideas, the healthy challenges, and the energy these folks gave to this church community and for the blessings that remain.  May these be built upon."

At the front of the sanctuary there were glass stones and a container.  During the service, folks were encouraged to take a glass stone and think of a particular person who is now gone, and to remember the blessings they brought to the congregation and to the person remembering.  Then the blessings were named and the stone was put into the glass container.  After this, these words were said:

"This container into which we have put these stones of remembrance and appreciation-- of blessing-- will remain in this sanctuary, this hallowed place of connection and hope.  This place that for over 80 years has seen memorial services and child dedications and weddings and ceremonies of union; this place that for Sunday after Sunday all those years has welcomed the stranger, the newcomer, celebrated their involvement, and wished them well if they had to move on. 

"These stones of remembrance and appreciation will remain here as a visual reminder that blessings continue and that these blessings are part of who we now are as a religious community.  Blessings are meant to be passed on.  We are now charged with keeping those blessings, as well as the memories, alive.  We can use them to bring more life to this congregation as take on the charge to continue the blessings we received.

"And now, each time someone dies or leaves us, we will mark that event with these stones, and their love, their gifts, will remain with us and remind us to keep passing the blessings on.  Despite the cost--the loss-- we will be encouraged to risk and to offer our care and our love again and again."  We then shared closing words and our service ended.

The glass container used in the service and a bowl of glass stones now sit near the chalice at the front of the sanctuary.  Everyone is encouraged, as they remember someone who is gone from our congregation, to take a stone, hold it and remember the blessings that person gave, and then put the stone in the container.  Sometimes these blessings come from facing a difficult issue, other times from a word of encouragement or an experience that makes us reconsider what we thought.  Each of us received particular blessings that we can recall.

And when we come in on a Sunday morning to worship and to connect with one another, let us look with thanksgiving at that container of remembrance and appreciation, and may each be inspired to pass on blessings received.
With every good wish for every one of you,

Terry

President’s Corner

 
Autumn is with us now and the leaves are turning, our various church activities are moving forward and sometimes it seems that we are like the leaves whirling about in the October breezes.
In this last month CRE was the focus of the Cluster and next meeting. We hosted the first of our ‘Meet the Neighbors’ dinners and carried out a very successful find raiser to help send Alex to Paris! At the same time we have completed the first two sessions of our Pastoral Care workshops. And most important we have had our special Service of Remembrance and Appreciation.
In the upcoming month members will be participating in two St Lawrence District sponsored workshops – the first on Growth and the second on Worship. 
November is a five Sunday month so we will have two special guest speakers – I hope we have a large turnout!
The most precious and enduring lifework is signed by love, to avoid the risk of love is to cower from life’s only perfect promise.     ~ Forrest Church
Yvonne
Worship

Your Worship team wants to make the Sunday Service a more meaningful experience. Since UU is non-credal and our spiritual heritage is extensive; we are not the same, in fact we are all very different. To help celebrate this diversity we will replace "Story for All Ages" once a month with a short presentation called "I Believe.” This is a short (3-minute) summary describing what my faith/spirituality/religion at this time - not a history but where I am now! Please see Ed Tormay or Yvonne Stocker to claim your spot.
As another small change we would like to ‘move’ announcements to the beginning of Coffee Time in Unity Hall – we will be starting this on November 2nd.

Please let us know what you feel about this!

Several of us will be attending the Contemporary Worship Conference in Rochester on November 15th - Please see Yvonne if you wish to participate.

· What is "engaged celebration" and why is it so hard for UU's to do?
· How to create a philosophy of worship that works for your context.
Yvonne

GROWTH

Inside-Out, Upside-Down, Large-Small Church World -- The Story of the Living Room Church

Some ideas of what a very small congregation can do today! The story of the Turley, Oklahoma congregation where some amazing things are happening!  

Check out the articles (it’s a two part story) at:

http://www.spiritoflifepublishing.com/newsletters/smalltalksept08.pdf

http://www.spiritoflifepublishing.com/newsletters/smalltalkoct08.pdf

Small Talk is published monthly by the Rev. Jane Dwinell, small church consultant. Small Talk is devoted to strengthening the small Unitarian Universalist congregation through informative articles, resources, and ideas.
Yvonne

Book Group
 

The BOOK GROUP is reading Mayflower by Nathaniel Philbrick, for their Tuesday, November 11, 2008 meeting at 7:00 pm in Unity Hall.
Everyone Welcome – it is not necessary to have read the whole book to participate in the discussion! 

Mayflower: A Story of Courage, Community, and War
By Nathaniel Philbrick

From the perilous ocean crossing to the shared bounty of the first 
Thanksgiving, the Pilgrim settlement of New England has become 
enshrined as our most sacred national myth. Yet, as bestselling 
author Nathaniel Philbrick reveals in his spellbinding new book, the 
true story of the Pilgrims is much more than the well-known tale of 
piety and sacrifice; it is a fifty-five-year epic that is at once tragic, 
heroic, exhilarating, and profound..
This book is readily available through the NIOGA Library System.
Judi
Social – Meeting Our Neighbors
On Friday October 17 we gathered in Unity Hall with a few of our neighbors from the Christian Science Church and shared a simple meal and discussed how we might cooperate in living in our community of downtown Niagara Falls. This was the first ‘Meet the Neighbors’ social and although we did not uncover a great truth we did agree to meet gain and share.
Social – Fundraiser
On Saturday October 18thwe we hosted hosting a fundraiser dinner to help Alexandra Kopp on her quest to reach Paris – and return home! The spaghetti was tasty – even when pronounced en française, the prizes were all won and Alex is closer to her dream ! Fun for all - thanks for coming! 

Yvonne
UU News - WNY Cluster
The St Lawrence District has a web site where news of the district and the calendar of events are available to anyone. See: http://www.sld.uua.org

The Cluster meeting on October 16 focused on CRE with representatives from Niagara Falls, Amherst, East Aurora and Hamburg churches. 
The Next meeting – to be held on November 20th will focus on Finance – we hope that Treasurers and Finance Committee members from all the Cluster Churches will attend. This is another opportunity to share and learn from our partners.
Jerry Kent reported that only one submission was made from the Chalice Lighter Program. There are some funds available especially for GROWTH projects and submissions must be made by February.

Mark Flanders from East Aurora reported described an excellent presentation Drumbeat for Darfur made by Andrew Beiter and is available to be made at cluster churches.

Yvonne
Outreach Offering

The Offering for October was $157 for Canine Helpers for the Handicapped - a local organization that trains dogs to assist people with disabilities to lead more independent and secure lives.
The Outreach Offering for November: Planned Parenthood
Planned Parenthood provides high quality, affordable, confidential and accessible health care services, such as: Gynecological Care and Services for Women, Counseling Services, Reproductive Health Care for Men.

The local reproductive health care center is located at: 732 Portage Road, Haeberle Plaza or online at http://www.ppwny.org.
Ed & Janet

NOAH
With a Choir singing and a Faith & Worship Band performing, NOAH held its 3rd Public Meeting on October 19 at St. James Methodist Church on Porter Road in Niagara Falls (beside the High School).  Lots of political folks were invited, but we only saw Francine DelMonte and Antoine Thompson (George Maziarz rescheduled with NOAH for the 20th).  All agreed to support the bills that will regulate Health Care, and IDA local hiring.  

  

Marie
GREEN SPACE

Do a slow thaw! Plan ahead so you don’t need to use a microwave to defrost frozen food. Ideally, let the food thaw in the fridge overnight – its chilliness will leave less work for the fridge to do and, of course, save electricity.
Yvonne
Religious Education – Children
Many different activities are planned for the children. We are fortunate in that several adults are sharing their talents and passion with the children. Anyone may participate with the children and we provide a schedule of plans.
	
	CRE Schedule 2008-2009

	
	
	Activity
	Person

	
	October
	
	

	
	19
	Mystiscm Drawings
	Justin Blue

	
	26

	Samhain 

(all hallows eve Halloween)
	Sunnie


	
	November
	
	

	
	 2
	TBA
	

	
	16
	Art - Mystiscm 
	Justin Blue

	
	23
	Drumming/Dancing
	Sunnie

	
	30
	Children’s Play Prep
	Ed & Erica

	
	December
	
	

	
	7
	Children’s Play Prep
	Ed & Erica 

	
	14
	Intergenerational - Play
	Ed & Erica 

	
	21
	Winter Solstice (Yule)
	Sunnie

	
	28
	Beads - Crafts
	Alexandra

	
	
	
	


 

Erica and Ed

Religious Education – Adults
Regular sessions continue on Sunday at 9:30am in the Founders Room – all are welcome. We start discussions with the articles in UU World.
Judi
From The Archives
From the Archive closet:  88 years

Church founders:  WW Kincaid, a minibiography
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As the Jazz Age began, so officially did the Niagara Falls Unitarian Church. On Oct. 17, 1920, 34 charter members met after that Sunday’s services in the Gray & Trigg Building on Main St. to formally establish the church.

A prominent founder, William Wallace (WW) Kincaid, made his fortune as a manufacturer of ladies’ undergarments. Kincaid was president of the Spirella Corset Co., which moved its factory to Niagara Falls in 1910.
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Women were so used to being uncomfortable in stiff whalebone corsets, noted “Spirella Magazine,” a company publication, that “just to get a garment that would bend with their every movement was a relief.”

A spiral wire corset stay was invented by Marcus M. Beeman. In 1904, Beeman joined Kincaid and JH Pardee in organizing Spirella in Meadville, Pa. The firm moved to Ontario and then New York.  At its zenith there were plants in both the US and Europe.  The company ultimately dissolved in 1960.
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Born in Wayne Co., Pa. in 1868, Kincaid taught school and was involved in sales before joining Spirella. 

His obituary in the May 20, 1946 Niagara Falls Gazette states: “He was instrumental in organizing the Unitarian movement in Niagara Falls and establishing its first church in 1920.”

He signed the original letter inviting followers to meet on Oct. 17, 1920 to set up the church and served on the first Board of Trustees.  He was a notable associate of J Allen Johnson, another important founder, in the years of contact with the UUA in Boston prior to 1920. 

In the group photos taken of the board of trustees on dedication of the church building in 1921, Kincard is the bearded man in the bottom row,
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Before he retired to Florida, Kincaid owned Elleralie-on-Niagara, a Youngstown estate where he raised and bred Brown Swiss cattle. He was also instrumental in the restoration of Old Fort Niagara.  He belonged to countless organizations and served on numerous boards besides the church.

One of the first industrialists to exploit moving pictures for training Spirella employees, Kincaid “won international recognition for his efforts in bettering working conditions,” according to the Gazette.  

Spirella employed a staff of “corsetieres,” trained salesladies who fit customers individually for their foundation garments.  Kincaid said he was THE FIRST corsetier, as the first garment was made for Mrs. Kincaid on his instructions, according to “Spirella Magazine.”

WW Kincaid assumed many posts and was a notable figure in the earliest years of what is now the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara.

Janet with thanks to the Local History Dept., Niagara Falls Public Library
