NOVEMBER 2007 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara

November  4 
Rev. Frances Manly 



        “Autumn Leaves”

“To live in this world,” wrote poet Mary Oliver, “you must be able / to do three things: / To love what is mortal, / to hold it against your bones knowing / your own life depends on it, / And, when the time comes to let it go, / to let it go.”  In this annual service for All Souls Day we celebrate the love of those who have gone before us and embrace, once again, the letting go.

November 11
    Peter Diachun

   
                    Ubuntu : Humanity Towards Others

Ubuntu is a step beyond the non violence practiced by Jesus, Gandhi, and Martin Luther King. It stretches our UU principles and offers hope to the world.                    



November 18   
Rev Frances Manly

        

“For All That Is Our Life”

This is our traditional Thanksgiving Bread Communion Service.  If you can, bring a loaf of bread that represents your ethnic heritage or a special family tradition.  We’ll come to the welcome table and break bread together as we give thanks for all that is our life.  The bread left from the service will grace the coffee hour table.  This morning’s offering, our Outreach Offering for November, will go to help UU churches and church members whose buildings and homes have been devastated by wild fires.

November 25    
Rev Don Reidell

To Assure Our Own Humanity

                     
What is your view of legal killing or, as we commonly refer to it, capital punishment?

From the Study Committee

Thanks to everyone for participating in the the survey.  This was a big job and everyone spent considerable time completing a survey form.  We have received 34 surveys so far.  We expect a few more.  The surveys we have have received have been tabulated and the results are available.  These will be updated when we receive more surveys, but we do not expect the results to be much different.

As we promised we are sharing this information with everyone.  A 2 page summary of the results are appended to the end of this Powerline.  Be aware that this 2 page summary required some subjective interpretation with many questions.  An additional 2 page summary showing the numbers upon which the interpretation is based follows this.  The full data is available to anyone who wants to see it, but be warned that it contains about 40 pages of data.  We suggest you read the summary before deciding to dig into the data.

There will be a Congregational meeting after Church Sunday November 18.  At this meeting :

· We will be looking for the Congregation to give us responses and questions based on the survey results.

· We will be looking for direction on what should be focused on in the Search.

· We recommend that a “Search Committee” be established.

This is a very important meeting.  Please plan to attend.  We all need to be together as we move toward searching for new leadership to guide us into the future.

Walking Together…

There are a few Sunday services each year when, regardless of what I may be planning to say in my sermon or reflection, I use the same title year after year. One of these is our fall Ingathering Water Service, which is always called “Like Rivers to the Sea.”  Another is the Sunday before Thanksgiving, which takes its title from the hymn we sing at the beginning of our Thanksgiving Bread Communion, “For All That Is Our Life.”

Each year at this time we are reminded to pause for a moment in the busyness of our lives to feel thankful for all the blessings life has showered upon us. It is not always as easy as Hallmark would make it seem. In a world where the wheat and the weeds grow in the same field, where suffering and greed seem as plentiful as joy and justice, where violence and hatred exist side by side with compassion and caring, giving thanks is not a simple thing.  

In our own lives, too, where joy and woe are woven fine, where worry and anxiety for ourselves or those we love sometimes seem more than we can bear, where too often we find ourselves in conflict with those we love the most, and the way to blessed healing is through pain, it is not always easy to say “thank you.”  Yet it is in just such a world —for there ever been any other?— and in the midst of just such lives as these, that we are called to bless, called to celebrate the graciousness of life with words of thanksgiving.

Sometimes it’s a matter of perspective.  Last year when the October Surprise storm dumped two feet of snow on some of us and left my home without power for eight days, it was hard to feel grateful for snow.  But when hurricanes devastate our Southern coasts, tornadoes wipe out whole towns in the middle West, and wild fires destroy thousands of homes in California, I find myself being grateful for blizzards after all.

More deeply, it’s a matter of cultivating an attitude of gratitude for life itself—for all that is our life.  For most of us, anyway, this goes beyond the spontaneous outpouring of gratitude that rises up within us in moments of blessing and delight and becomes instead a life-long spiritual practice, until gratitude itself becomes our blessing.  As author Douglas Wood reminds us, we are not thankful because we are happy; rather we are happy because we are thankful.

Blessings,








Frances

The minister is available at the church office by appointment and to visit members, especially those who are ill or unable to travel easily, in their homes.  If you would like to speak with her, or you know of someone who would like a call or a visit, please call her at home, at 837-9230, or e-mail franly@mac.com. She is usually available at church on Thursdays, 10 am – 2 pm, but it's a good idea to call ahead and make sure. 

Children’s Religious Education

At present, we are all focused on our friend Mr. Gary's full recovery from illness. We are currently preparing a care package to send to both Gary and Kathy to let them know that we want to support them in anyway we can----even from a distance. We are creating a special quilt of our of our own design for them,as well as other goodies.If anyone else would like to add something  to our package, please let us know by way of Erica Kopp or Ed Tormay. Thanks!!

Outreach Offering: Pacific Coast Wild Fire Relief

The wild fires that swept across southern California in recent weeks (and may still be raging as you read this) have affected Unitarian Universalists (UUs) in many communities. In response to this disaster, the Pacific Southwest District (PSWD) of the UUA has begun the PSWD Fire Relief Fund. A district committee will disburse all funds collected to UU congregations, UUs in need, community groups in relationship with UU congregations, and other groups supporting those most in need.

Our Outreach Offering for November 18th, will be for the benefit of the PSWD Relief Fund.  All contributions of cash as well as checks not specifically designated for pledge payments, will be given to the fund.  Checks for the relief fund may be made payable to the church, with “generosity” or “outreach” in the memo line.  In a letter dated October 25 UUA President William Sinkford writes,  "My heart goes out to those whose lives have been affected by the  

wildfires in Southern California. The extent of the devastation will not be fully known until the fires are extinguished, but it is already clear that the destruction is on a historic scale and that recovery will take many years."

PSWD District Executive Ken Brown notes, "As we have found in the past, insurance does not cover such devastation and it can take years for those affected to recover."

If you will not be in church on November 18, you may mail your check to the church or give it to Treasurer Yvonne Stocker beforehand.  Donations to the PSWD Fire Relief Fund are also being accepted online at

http://tinyurl.com/ytfz3f . You may also contribute by mail, directly to: Pacific Southwest District, Fire Relief Fund

2052 Norma Street, Oxnard, CA 93036.

Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration

An Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration will be held on Monday, November 19, at 7 PM, at the Hellenic Orthodox Church of the Annunciation, 146 W. Utica Street (at Delaware Ave.), in Buffalo.  Representatives of a variety of faith communities will speak about how their tradition understands and observes Thanksgiving Day. The celebration is sponsored by the Network of Religious Communities and the National Federation for Just Communities of WNT and includes an offering of non-perishable foods to benefit the Network Food Pantry.  For information call 882-4793.

Organ Notes

There’s been some note about the church organ lately, and a file about it turned up just about the same time.

Briefly, the Rev. Robert Day, minister of the First Unitarian Church (as it was then) in 1927, reported his hope that “we are some day to equip ourselves with an organ.”

The Board of Trustees agreed on Sept. 28, 1928 to “acquire a Bennett organ.” Although the contract with the Bennett Organ Company specified that it would be set up by Dec. 20 of that year, in time for Christmas services, the “Niagara Advance” church newsletter lamented that it still had not been shipped in January 1929.

A tiny notice in the Niagara Falls Gazette on April 13, 1929 stated:  


To Entertain: Lawrence A. Montague, of he North Side Presbyterian church, Buffalo, will give an organ recital at the Unitarian church, Main street, tomorrow afternoon at five o’clock. Mrs. Ethel Perry Cumming will sing several solos. The public is invited.

An audience of approximately 100 attended the concert, and the Rev. Day counted about $12 that was donated to the organ fund.

Further organ notes next time.



--Janet McKenna

Thanksgiving Dinner

Those of you who wish are invited to enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving dinner here at the church on Thanksgiving itself, Thursday, Nov. 22.  We’ll gather around 2 PM to prepare our meal, play games and relax, with dinner being served around 4 PM.  There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex but please plan to join us whether you can bring anything or not.

Book Group

The Book Group will meet on Tuesday, Nov. 13, at 7 PM to discuss “The Authoritarians” by Bob Altemeyer.   See Yvonne Stocker if you need a copy of the book.

Locking Up

The handle on the side door was repaired recently.  In doing so, the locking mechanism seems to have gotten stiff.  It makes locking up more difficult but it is the same key and it will lock.

PERU FOR LESS for UU's and Friends
 Inspired by his recent visit to Peru, and by out "Spiritual Tourism" journey to Peru to be led by colleague, the Rev. Wayne Walder in Toronto, UU minister Rev. John Rex offers to accompany a group to Peru from August 5 to 14, 2008.  We will focus on Andean history and spirituality, with carefully chosen tour guides leading us in Lima, Cuzco, the Sacred Valley, and Machu Picchu, and with a special program offered by an Andean Shaman.  Because of Machu Picchu's recent designation as one of the seven wonders of the modern world, tourism has flourished, especially during the peak month of August.  For that reason, we will need to have your reservation and deposit by December 1, 2007.  A

minimum of fifteen and a maximum of twenty people are needed for this trip to go forward.

 Why go with this group?  How about the price? Just $1442 for all in-country travel, hotels, tours, and most meals.  Round trip from Buffalo to Lima, a relatively easy one-day journey, will cost between $600 and $900 and can be arranged independently, or later with the larger group.  Total cost: most reasonable.  Traveling companions: great!  Some benefits to go to Unitarian Universalism here at home.  A win-win situation.

Want to know more?  Contact John at (716) 853-1002 or e mail: johnrex3@yahoo.com. (John will be in China

from October 18-31, but available to talk through the month of November.)  Get your passport now.  Find out more.  Reach for the stars.....

President’s Corner

Hello, again.  During the last month we celebrated Halloween in style by creating a haunted house on Oct. 31.  We invited the public to come and be properly greeted by various ghosts and other creatures of the night.  About 20 –30 people from the neighborhood were branded and then led by the back stairs through the many darkened floors of the building.  Many thanks to Rob and Marie Howard, Judi Bongiovanni, and her witch slippers, Erica and Alex Kopp, Jordan West, David Whitehill and Peter Diachun with special props provided by Marg Gillies.  Some of the participants stated they were scared so imagine how our guests felt!

Starting this month we will be hosting a meeting of GLYS (Gay & Lesbians Youth Services) on the 3rd Thursdays.  Tina Deakyne is coordinating these gatherings so speak to her if you have any questions or know of someone who might wish to attend.

Also, on Dec. 8, the Niagara County Aids Case Management Team will be packing boxes of food for needy families in the County who have been touched by HIV.  Any donations of non-perishables may be left in Unity Hall before that date.  See the flyer in Unity Hall for more information.

As always, our thoughts and love go out to our members and friends who are unable to be with us due to illness or other difficulties.  We think of you often and send our best wishes out to you.

We continue to strive to be the people the world needs!

~Betsy

Habitat Fundraisers

Niagara Area Habitat for Humanity has two fundraisers this month.  The first is a graham cracker house workshop for small children during the Lewiston Christmas Walk on Dec. 1st and 2nd.  It will be held at the KeyBank on Center and 5th Streets in Lewiston with a raffle of full size gingerbread houses.   The second is a walk/run on Dec. 9th from the Discovery Center to Devil’s Hole.  See Betsy for details about either event.

NOAH News

NOAH now has an office on Main Street in Niagara Falls and they are interviewing for an Executive Director.  They are still working on securing jobs for people in need and have taken on two other objectives:  to create more “Drug Free Zones” and to ensure that the City of Niagara Falls maintain and keep neighborhood parks and green space. 

Elderwood Project

For many years every Tuesday afternoon from 3 to 4. Gary McCunn has brought Current Events to the Crestwood Nursing home on Niagara Falls Blvd.  The clients miss him and he misses them.  Therefore we thought we should continue this enrichment in the lives of these people by taking on Gary’s project as often as people can do it.  The discussions which Gary initiated developed around any newspaper article or current event about which he had heard.  On occasion he had special presenters join him to discuss some recent activity or ongoing hobby they might have.  I have spoken to the Activities Director at Crestwood and she will cooperate in any way she can.  They do have some audio visual aids available.  There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex of people wishing to participate.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

FIRST UU NIAGARA CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY 2007

                                                                                         November 7, 2007

Question Number Interpretation

       A1       Most of our congregation attend church regularly.

       A2       People first came to UU Niagara for:

                Intellectual stimulation, Unitarian Universalist beliefs, Celebrating common values

       A3       People keep coming to UU Niagara for:

                Intellectual stimulation, Community, Celebrating common values

       A4       Greatest Participation:

                Board of Trustees, Committee, Book group, Sunday Service (usher...)

       A5       Most of our congregation spend about half a day per week on church activity.

       A6       Our congregation comes to church: to Celebrate common values, for Intellectual

                stimulation and for Fellowship

       A7       The lay leadership is responsive to concerns, represents the congregation, encourages

                and supports new programs and does not just implement the wishes of the minister.

       A8       The major goal ought to be church growth.

       A9       All want to see growth in the church

      A10       Most of us are not interested in 'larger' UUA activities

       B1       Our viewpoints center around: Humanism, Mysticism, Naturalistic Theism, Earth-

                Centered Spirituality, Non-Theism and Open Agnosticism

       B2       A few members feel some loyalty to other faiths.

       B3       Most do not pray but many meditate.

       B4       Most feel that Jesus was real and a good human example of how to live an ethical and

                caring life

       B5       Most feel that after death a person's memory lives on in the minds of their loved ones

       C1       Most would like 'our' minister to preach 2-3 times per month

       C2       Most would like a guest preacher 1-2 times per month

       C3       Many would like a member to lead the service once a month

       C4       The most important aspects of Sunday Service are: the Sermon, Coffee Hour and

                Sharing Joys and Concerns

       C5       The most important sermon topics relate to:

                Coping with life,

                Values and perspectives on social issues,

                Philosophical ideas, Defining Unitarian Universalism,

                Personal growth and Religious implications of science and modern knowledge

       C6       Most important Sunday service objectives: self-reflection, promote individual dignity,

                develop individual beliefs and individual growth and change

FIRST UU NIAGARA CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY 2007

                                                                                         November 7, 2007

Question Number Interpretation

       D1       Most important functions of minister's work: Intellectual leader, Spiritual leader and

                Pastor

       D2       Next minister's highest priorities: Presenting stimulating and challenging Sunday

                services, Fostering a sense of fellowship and community, Church growth and Caring for

                and counseling individuals

       D3       Qualities in next minister: Professional competence, Creativity, Sense of humor and

                Open-mindedness

       D4       Most agree that the minister should have "freedom of the pulpit" but many are wary of

                extending that to cover partisan politics.

       D5       Most agree with UUA equal opportunity policy.

       D6       Most are comfortable with most aspects of the personal attributes (gender, race, sexual

                orientation, wealth) of the minister.

                There is a minor reticance about some aspects of sexuality.

                None of us want a CONSERVATIVE.

       D7       Most feel that the Board sets policy and that the minister needs to be cooperative and

                collaborative

       D8       Some of us want a prophet and some want a facilitator

                A mixture of dreams and action!

       D9       The most important ministerial functions are: Preaching, Membership growth and

                Hospital calling.

      D10       Most feel that administration is collaborative and needs to be sorted out between the

                board and the minister.

                A few feel the minister should not be doing administration

       E1       Most responders are active members

       E2       Most have been members for more than 5 years

                many for more than 10 years

       E3       Those who were ill at some time felt the congregation reached out to them in a

                meaningful way

       E4       We are an aging congregation

       E5       Most of us are in good or excellent health

       E6       Most have been UU for a long time

       E7       Most of us were born into Christianity

       E8       Most of us gain comfort from UU and our church

       E9       There are more women in our congregation

      E10       Most of us are straight and some of us are gay

      E11       Most are living with a partner or are widowed

      E12       Half of our partners are affiliated with our church

      E13       The respondents are almost all pure caucasian.

      E14       More than half of us have a graduate degree

      E15

      E16       We are not wealthy

      E17       We try to be generous - our church operates in the black!

      E18       Many of us feel UU is central to our identity

      E19       Most of us live close to the church

                FIRST UU NIAGARA CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY 2007

                                                                                  November 7, 2007

Question Number Supporting arguments

       A1       82% attend more than half of the services available

       A2       Top three selections

       A3       Top three selections

       A4       Top four most frequently participated

       A5       81% spend avg 4.5 hr / week doing church things

       A6       56% chose these top three reasons

       A7       92% responded with this selection

       A8       57% independantly stated GROWTH as main issue

       A9       All but one want growth

      A10       23% have attended UU activities cluster, district (three were Growth Workshop)

       B1       Most often cited choices - almost all picked Humanism

       B2       1/10 expressed some loyalty - about equaly to Buddhism (Zen) Christianity and others

       B3       70% rarely if ever pray 60% meditate

       B4       50% picked a & 34% picked b - 84% for both

       B5       67% picked memory lives on

       C1       55% want 3 times a month and 23% want 2 times a month

       C2       48% want 2 times and 52% want 1 time

       C3       88% want 1 time (there was no option for never! - a couple wanted that)

       C4       Note: Children's story is mid way & celebrating traditional

                holidays & prayer are near the bottom of the list

       C5       65% or more thought that… (six topics)

                DIVERSITY

       C6       70% or more thought that… (four objectives)

                FIRST UU NIAGARA CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY 2007

                                                                             November 7, 2007

Question Number Supporting arguments

       D1       Administration is NOT a significant role

       D2       Growth is high on this list

                Community leadership is midway on the list

                Administration virtually does not appear

       D3       35-50% selected these top four qualities

       D4       82% agree with freedom of pulpit

                63% are uncertain about partisan politics

       D5       84% agree

       D6       Most of the aspects are expressed as Comfortable - it rather

                appears there is generally an ambivalence - to all personal

                qualities - except we do not want a CONSERVATIVE

       D7       75% agree with this statement

                16% only want the minister dealing with religious things

       D8       39% want Prophet 36% want Facilitator

       D9       top three

      D10       70% feel that administration is collaborative and worked out

                with the board

                10% feel the minister has little role in admin

       E1       88% members & 12% friends

       E2       76% more than 5 yrs

                64% more than 10 yrs

       E3       63% responded positively

       E4       73% are 60 or older

       E5       66% good or better 90% satisfactory or better

       E6       69% for over 5 years

       E7       76% protestant or catholic

       E8       85% feel strongly

       E9       60% women

      E10       79% straight rest GLBT

      E11       76% married/widowed/partner

      E12       63% with living partner that is affiliated

      E13       1 person with some African American

      E14       47% Master 12% Doctorate

      E15       only one family responded

      E16       60% earn less $50k

      E17

      E18       57% feel positive about UU and personal identity

      E19       82% within 30min where 38% within 15min or walk

