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October 2007 Powerline

SUNDAY SERVICES FOR OCTOBER

October 7 Frances Manly “Remember the Sabbath”

Some of us are old enough to remember when the commercial world shut down on Sundays, as indeed it also did on major holidays. Now it’s just another day, except maybe for football, or trying to squeeze in going to church along with all the other things we need to do before Monday. Who needs a Sabbath, anyway? The answer(s) may surprise you.

October 14 John Mayer “Embracing Postmodernity”

Postmodern is a frequently used word that few of us associate with a specific meaning; we will explore its meaning and relevance to Unitarian Universalists.

October 21 Frances Manly “Now Is the Time”

On this, the first of five annual Association Sundays, we join with UU’s across the nation in celebrating our faith tradition and the saving message it brings to a world desperately in need of it. A special collection (our outreach offering for October) will support the Now is the Time Campaign to Grow our Faith, a comprehensive fundraising campaign to support the growth of Unitarian Universalism. We are better, stronger, and more effective together than any of us could ever be alone. Please come to celebrate with us and to give as generously as you are able. If you are unable to be in church on this Sunday, envelopes will be available so that you can make your contribution at another time. 

October 28 Don Reidell “Living with Armageddon”

How do we continue to live in another age of apocalyptic prophecy?

Next Important Congregational Meeting Convened

The Study Committee (Search or Futures Committee) has transcribed and reviewed the cards written by members at the meeting on September 23. We will share these with the entire congregation soon. We found them interesting and inspiring. So far we have received 26 cards. Anyone who has not done so, please write one so it can be included.

We are now designing a detailed survey which each member or friend will be asked to complete. This will take some time and effort from everyone, but we think the results will be extremely valuable to the Church. We expect it to provide direction as to what the people of the Church want its future to be.

On Sunday October 14 right after Church everyone will be presented a copy of this survey to complete. We are requesting that this be done at that time, before we adjourn to a lunch which the Study Committee is arranging. Please plan for at least 30 minutes to complete the survey.

There are alternatives for people who can not be at the Church on October 14 or choose to take the survey home to complete. It is very important for the future of the Church than everyone participate by completing a survey. People will even be able to work on the survey in small groups if they wish on October 14 or some other day.

The Committee is getting excited about the future of the Church which the Congregation can plan. We think you will get excited too when you read the cards you wrote and see this survey.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

The Board held a retreat in September with Tom Chulak.  He helped us focus on our particular responsibilities and to establish some goals for the year.  Our main goal will be to promote the congregation so that new people will feel welcome and wish to join with us in our search for truth.  For this to happen we feel we need a Membership Chair to coordinate everything.  If you wish to volunteer for that position, or to learn more about it, please contact me.  Other goals include better office coverage and more attention to the building and grounds.  All these together should help to increase our membership.

If you’ve been listening for our ads on Prairie Home Companion, you haven’t missed them.  There has been a slight hitch and everything is being held up.  As soon as we know they will be starting, we’ll let you know.

NOAH is becoming more of a presence on the community.  They are working on opening an office at 1522 Main St.  They are also looking for an executive director and have had at least one application.  Ed McGreevy attended and can give you a thorough report.  They have expanded their issues.  They are still working on jobs in Niagara County for the under financed population.  This year NOAH will also be working to increase the number of parks and recreation areas available in the city and marking “drug free zones” around child centered areas so that fines can be increased if drugs are found there.

Hope to see and hear you at 639 Main Street sometime in the near future becoming the people the world needs!

Betsy

 Walking Together…

Last spring I joined the iPod generation. Before that I had a Palm Pilot that could be used as an MP3 player, but I never used it that way. I also had a cell phone that could download and play music. I never did that, either. But the family gave me an iPod and various accessories for it for my birthday, and so I figured I should at least try it out.

I hadn’t done much with it until I was getting ready to go to General Assembly in June, but that long trip to Portland, OR, seemed like a good time to have an iPod with me, so I grabbed half a dozen CD’s of various kinds and added them to the few things I had already installed. 

Listening to it on the plane wasn’t an entirely new experience; I had done that with CDs in the past, and it surely made the flight more pleasant. But the really interesting experience was sitting in the airport—for many more hours than I had expected—with music playing directly into my ears. It was totally different from listening to music coming from somewhere around me; it was like being there and not being there at the same time. The music blocked out most of the sounds from around me and felt like the soundtrack to a film I was watching. Whatever was playing, fast or slow, I could usually look around and see someone walking, or doing something else, in a way that seemed to fit the music perfectly. It was a bit of shock when the time came to remove the ear buds and return, with a bump, to the reality of actually being there in the airport, getting on a plane.

More recently, I added a set of Sousa marches to listen to when I walk around Delaware Park. I thought that listening to marches might help me keep moving along at a brisk space instead of tending to slow down and stroll. That part worked just fine. What is strange, though, is the same feeling I had in the airport—the feeling of being separated from the world around me. It’s just me and my music, watching the world go by but not really being a part of it. 

It makes me wonder about all these folks—mostly young people, I think—who spend hours every day with their tunes in their ears. Never mind what it may be doing to their hearing; I wonder what it does to their souls. Maybe their brains work differently from those of us older folk; there may even be some evidence for that. But one of the great bottom-line lessons of all the spiritual traditions I know is about awareness. About being mindful of what’s happening, right now, in the present. About being fully present to your own existence.

Having tunes in your ear seems to me just the opposite of that. It’s not just that you can’t hear much of what’s going on around you. It’s more that, by completely (or nearly completely) filling one of your senses with something else, you’ve chosen to put a wall or at least a closed window between yourself and everything else. You’ve turned yourself from a participant to an observer of your life. Maybe it’s something you get used to and it doesn’t have that effect any more, but I suspect is that all that really happens is that after while you don’t notice that you’re no longer really a part of your own world. 

As they say, your mileage may vary. I like my iPod just fine, and I plan to go on using it. But I also plan to make sure I go on not using it too much of the time.

Blessings, 

Frances

The minister is available at the church office by appointment and to visit members, especially those who are ill or unable to travel easily, in their homes. If you would like to speak with her, or you know of someone who would like a call or a visit, please call her at home, at 837-9230, or e-mail franly@mac.com. She is usually available at church on Thursdays, 10 am – 2 pm, but it's a good idea to call ahead and make sure. 

GIVING OPTIONS

On August 19, 2007 during a meeting of the Board of Trustees, the Treasurer, Yvonne Stocker raised the issue of how to deal with donations of stocks to the church.

A motion was passed, unanimously, that the Treasurer, Yvonne Stocker, open an account for the church with Scott Trade so that the church could receive and trade in stocks.

This is to inform all church members of this option to donate shares of stock as a donation or towards their pledge. Please contact Yvonne to make arrangements for such a contribution.

 UU JOKES

A UU family moves into a new neighborhood. Their little girl finds a new playmate, and they are happily getting to know each other. One day, the playmate says, "We're Episcopalians, what are you?" The UU child thinks for a minute and says, "I'm not sure, but I think we're League of Women Voters."

Why did the Unitarian-Universalist cross the road?
To support the chicken in its search for its own path.

Why can't UU's sing well in choirs?
Because they are always reading ahead to see if they agree with the words.

Book Discussion Group

Reading list for 2007 – 2008

October 9th: March by Geraldine Brooks. This is the story of the character of the father in Little Women who has gone off to war. The pictures of the time are haunting as is March’s unrelenting struggle to live up to the man he thinks he should be. The book is not dominated by battles scenes although there are difficult parts to read.
November 13th: The Authoritarians , available on line or from Yvonne Stocker. This helps clarify the manner of thinking by authoritarian followers and leaders, including fundamentalists. It also offers an answer to what can be done to “reach” them.
December 11th : Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See is a delicately drawn portrait of friendship and power.
January 8th : Driven Out : The Forgotten war Against Chinese Americans by Jean Pfaelzer An unusual history not taught in schools.
February 12th : Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen. A meticulously researched novel gives gritty descriptions of a traveling circus of our past and the heroism of an unusual protagonist.
April 8th : The Planets by Dava Sobel explores the origins and oddities of planets through the eyes of pop culture and cassini, and provides a distinctive view of our place in universe.
May 13th : In the Company of the Courtesan by Sarah Dunant is the story of a courtesan and a dwarf in Venice and the love, loyalty, jealousy and redemption that affect them.
June 10th : Zero: The Biography of a Dangerous Idea by Charles Seife. What was rejected by the church, bent mystics out of shape and is the basis of science as we know it?

New York State Convention of Universalists 179th Annual Meeting

October 12-13, 2007
Unitarian Universalist Society Oneonta, New York
Keynote address by the Reverend Dr. John Buehrens
Former President of the Unitarian Universalist Association
A House for Hope: Liberating the Spirit of Liberal Religion
Opening reception Friday evening at 7:00 – 9:00 pm
Conference Program 8:00 – 4:00 Saturday
Learn how to apply for NYSCU funding
Joyce T. Gilbert, Vice President and Grant and Loan Chair
Workshops by Rev. Dr. Buehrens Rev.Tom Chulak
Diana Friedell Shirley Ferguson & Grace Smith
Lodging – Important – Note deadline for conference hotel!
The Holiday Inn on Route 23 in Oneonta is holding a block of rooms until September 1 at a conference rate of $129. Telephone (607) 433-2250 Ext.182. You must mention NYSCU to get the reduced rate. The rooms are available Saturday night also.
Reasonably priced guest housing ($30 S, $40 D) is available by contacting Jane Bachman at 607 431-9509 or bachmanj@hartwick.edu. Credentialed delegates (with signed forms) from member churches will be reimbursed at the guest housing rate.

 SUNDAY SCHOOL SPECIAL EVENT

On Wednesday, Oct. 31, from 7:30 to 9 the church will be open as a HAUNTED BUILDING for the fun of our Sunday School children as well as other children in the neighborhood. Set up will probably be in the evening on the 29 and 30. If you can help or have any good ideas to add to the spookiness of the evening please contact Ed Tormay or Eric Kopp on the RE committee. Do join us for a hauntingly good time….

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Adult Religious Education will begin again on Sunday, October 14 at 9:45 in the Founders Room.  Discussion will center around the article mentioned in first question in the summer edition of the UU World.  All are welcome whether you've read the article or not.

CHILDREN'S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

From the Children's Religious Education Program:  We are off to a great start this year!! Much thanks to Teresa and Gary for starting off the year with their first yoga class! To say that the kids like this is a very big understatement------they LOVE it!!! We worked with the kids yesterday (9/23) to set up our official openning and closing for each of our classes---thank you to Alexandra,Bryce and Madison for putting this together. No small task!  We are looking forward to next week (9/30) when Jean Speck will lead dances drawn from many different traditions----sure to be a big hit. October is also filling up with rich experiences for our kids,including, a presentation on Wiccan traditions for the fall,especially Halloween. Gary and Teresa will be back again on the 21st,and 2 of our Sundays will be given over to preparation for Halloween----our Haunted House!!!!!! 

NOVEMBER CLASSES

November classes will include a magic show (illusion or reality?), a class combining art and religion and,of course,YOGA!! All are welcome to take part in any one of these offerrings---join us,please.  And,as always, we want to hear you ideas and have your participation. Talk to Erica or Ed T. about your ideas and interests-----we would be delighted to help you bring them into CRE classes.   (Erica,283-3930 , ericakopp@yahoo.com ,Ed,745-1241 , Columbaltd22@aol.com

 HYPERLINK "mailto:Columbaltd22@aol.com" \n _blank
 
 PLANNED PARENTHOOD OF WESTERN NEW YORK

Planned Parenthood of WNY invites you to tour their facilities on Williams Rd., Niagara Falls and to join them for a free breakfast on Wed., Oct. 17, at Harry’s Harbour Place Grille.  See Betsy for reservations for either activity. 791-3416

UU CHURCH OF BUFFALO WOMEN’S SOCIETY

Once a month the UU Buffalo Women’s Society holds a luncheon program which we are all welcome to attend.  The full schedule is on the bulletin board in Unity Hall.  October’s event is on the 18 with Deborah Naybor, a surveyor who founded her own company and then went on to work in Africa.  Hospitality at 11, program at 11:30 and lunch at 12:30.  The cost is $11 per person with reservations taken by Bonnie Botsford, 883-2078.

ORGAN CRAWL

On Saturday, Oct. 13, there will be an "Organ Crawl" at local churches.  After eating their lunch in Unity Hall, a group of 10 or 20 organists from the WNY Organist Guild will have the opportunity and privilege of playing on our organ.  If you'd like to enjoy this impromptu recital we would suggest that you arrive at the church around 12:45PM.

