October 2008 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 
Sunday Services
Regular Services begin at 11:00am

October 5, 2008:  “Making Room in our Hearts” - Rev. Theresa Kime

The fall is a time of change, of letting go.  It is also the time of the Jewish High Holy Days of preparing for, through reflection and forgiveness, and starting a new year.  The combination of these events provides us with the opportunity to think about life-- its joys and losses-- and what’s most important to us.

Please plan to stay after the service, or return, for our Service of Remembrance and Appreciation at 2:00 in our sanctuary.

For those who wish to stay at the church, there will be an opportunity between these two services for a light lunch and conversation with one another and a project regarding our nametags.

October 12, 2008:  “An Experience of the Spiritualist tradition” 
- Rev. Donna Azzarelli

Rev. Azzarelli is an ordained minister of the First Spiritualist Temple in East Aurora. She will offer  experiences, like those in her own church services, including examples of her ability to give "readings."

October 19, 2008:  “Jumping In” - Rev. Theresa Kime

"There are times when to dare is the highest wisdom," wrote our Unitarian forebear William Ellery Channing.  Let’s explore today what that might mean for us personally and for our congregation.

After the service, we will continue with our congregational conversations about growth.  Please attend and add your thoughts and ideas.

October 26, 2008:  “The Learning Tree” - Rev. Donald Reidell

We ask questions and we yearn to learn. But what if we never find an answer?

Oct. 5, 2:00 pm Service of Remembrance and Appreciation  

 All congregations experience loss of members, through member’s deaths, their moving away from the area, disengagement.  It is good to take time as a community to formally acknowledge these losses and express our appreciation for the blessings left behind.

On Sunday, October 5th at 2:00 pm in our sanctuary, we will hold a Service of Remembrance and Appreciation to communally share our thoughts and feelings about members and friends of the congregation who are no longer with us, and offer reflections on what their lives have meant for us and the congregation.  We will honor their memory and gifts and create a place for healing and movement toward a new future.

Please plan to participate in this important event in the life of this congregation.

Minister’s Saturday Schedule
Pastoral Care Training Offered

Would you like to learn more about how to be a good support to those housebound, sick or hospitalized, or struggling with a particular life issue?  If so, please join Rev. Terry on her Saturday mornings with us beginning Oct. 4 for a four-week training on pastoral care.  Pre-registration is necessary so the correct number of handout materials can be prepared, so please register before Tuesday, Sept. 30, by calling the church office and leaving a message of your intent to participate or emailing Rev. Terry (revtk79@cs.com) with "pastoral care" in subject line.  Taking the training does not commit you to being on our caring committee, though those interested will be welcome to join it afterward.

	Starting
	Ending
	Description

	October 4

	9:30am
	Noon
	Pastoral Care Training, Session 1

	Noon
	1:00pm
	Open for lunch with Rev. Terry

	Afternoon
	
	Home Visits*

	October 18

	9:30am
	Noon
	Pastoral Care Training, Session 2

	Noon
	1:00pm
	Open for lunch with Rev. Terry

	Afternoon
	 
	Home Visits*


* If you would like a visit from Rev. Terry or know someone who might, please leave a message on the church phone for her.  Visits can also take place over a cup of coffee at a nearby restaurant.  These visits are one way we can get better acquainted. 
From Your Minister
What a beautiful surprise!  I walked into the minister’s study for the first time as your minister and found a bright, cheerful and elegant room waiting for me.  The colors and materials are handsome and restful.  It is a welcoming space to all who enter.

Thank you to all who made it so.  It was a thoughtful, hospitable gesture and made me feel well cared for. The room will provide a place for me to create classes and sermons and offer invitation to members and friends to join me in conversation about joys and challenges in their lives and in the church.  Taken together-- the preparation of the space and its purpose-- this seems a good reflection of the shared ministry we hope to continue and develop as we go through our year ahead-- a mutual respect and caring for one another, and a giving of respective talents and skills for the well being of each other and our congregation.

My first weekend with you all couldn’t have been better.  First, it was delightful to see you again!  Second, we did good work together!  Starting Friday evening with a board meeting through Saturday morning meetings with the board President and Vice President and the Worship Committee, and afternoon meetings with the Children’s Religious Education Committee and Adult Religious Education Committee (also attended by our District RE Consultant Karen LoBracco), and evening dinner with the Board President to our lively Sunday morning worship service and tasty potluck after with time to connect with one another, and later a visit with a church member, it was a fulfilling and energizing time.

My gratitude for your warm welcome to me.  What an interesting journey we are on together!
Wishing you peace and joy,

Terry

President’s Corner

 
As Don Reidell said on Sunday – we are just starting our year and by June we will have things operating smoothly.
Last Saturday Ed McGreevy and I attended the SLUUD President’s Conference at Canandaigua. This was most inspiring and I learned several important things that I want to share with you all.

One of the churches has been having monthly congregational dinners, last year the children grew tomatoes in the church garden and just last week they had their first dinner using their own tomatoes – what wonderful sharing and participation! Lets do that with our children next year!
Another idea which seems so obvious that often it is invisible!  Inventing an activity, executing the idea and promoting the idea are three separate and distinct processes – so when someone produces an idea they need not be the activator – someone else can organize it – similarly the organizer need not be the promoter – in fact it should be someone else. Perhaps promotion of church activities can be something that some of our elderly members can do by talking it up with others – encouraging participation and sharing wisdom.

Be what you are

Do what you can

Want what you have

      Forrest Church

Yvonne
Book Group
 

The BOOK GROUP is reading Everyman by Philip Roth, for their Tuesday, October 14, 2008

A candidly intimate yet universal story of loss, regret and stoicism in one man's lifelong skirmish with mortality. This book is very spare. The story first starts off with the protagonist’s funeral, and then goes back in time with him narrating the story of his life. We hear about his fear of death and his intense frustration with his increasing health problems. In essence, the human condition. And the narrator is a man with no religious convictions to soften the blow. It's the work of a great artist again sharing his observations about life in a way that makes us empathize.
This book is readily available through the NIOGA Library System.
Judi
Social – Meeting Our Neighbors
On Saturday September 20 several of us met to discuss congregational community involvement -- social justice and service interests, projects, ideas and so on. 
It became clear that we don’t know our nearest neighbors – the other churches across the street! We will be arranging our first Pot Luck Dinner on October 17th and are inviting the Christian Scientists and the Baptists to share our meal and to meet each other it is important that many people attend! Prepare your favorite dish to pass.
We chose to invite both these congregations to keep things simple, manageable, and allow for adequate time for sharing/conversation with one another (individual and as a group).  
Our goal is to develop our own understanding of church involvement in the community and also to simply get better acquainted with our neighbors.

Social – Fundraiser
On Saturday October 18thwe will be hosting a fundraiser dinner for one of our own Alexandra Kopp – to help her get to Europe! 

This will be a spaghetti dinner – so come hungry and bring a dessert to pass!

Yvonne
UU News - WNY Cluster
The St Lawrence District has a web site where news of the district and the calendar of events are available to anyone. See: http://www.sld.uua.org

The Cluster meetings are happening once again on the third Thursday of each month at the Amherst Church – usually a few of us participate - if others are interested in attending we can car-pool, let me know!

1. The UUA and SLD are planning a pilot program on growth.  From 4 to 6 small (less than 100 members) churches in the SLD will be invited to be a part of it.  The program is a 2 - 3 year commitment and cost up to $400 for training.  Jerry Kent feels that Niagara Falls and East Aurora are the only qualifying members of our cluster.  Rev Terry, Skeeter and Yvonne will be attending a workshop in Barneveld on November 1to learn about the program.  If a church is will have a 6 - 8 member team, including the minister and some long time members.

2. On November 15 there is an interesting sounding workshop in Rochester entitled "New Ways to Worship".

3. The District has a "futuring team" which is studying where we want to go.  Report due at the annual meeting in 2010.

4. The cluster thinks that committees within each church should meet with similar committees from other churches.  In October it is for R.E. people - plus the regulars.  In November it will be the finance people.  

5. The District is holding workshops On September 27 on RE - and one for Presidents - Yvonne, Ed McGreevy and Marie are attending.
Betsy
Outreach Offering

The Offering for September was Heart and Soul - Food Pantry and Kitchen on Ontario Ave.  Sr. Mary McCarrick spoke to us about the work of Heart and Soul.
Please let Ed or Janet know if you have suggestions of organizations you wish to be considered to receive the proceeds of our community outreach.

Ed & Janet
In the Community

"NOAH Takes on Health Care Issues"
The Niagara Organizing Alliance for Hope(NOAH) is a coalition of congregations in Niagara County.  NOAH 's goal is to work to have a positive influence on local and regional issues of justice and equity through community building, negotiation with decision-makers and direct action.  Our congregation is one of 15 Niagara County churches who are members of NOAH.

NOAH was instrumental in, working with the Niagara Falls City government and the Niagara Fall Board of Education, providing a public park/playground to replace 2 sites which had been sold by the city to a private developer.  This recreational area is located on land adjacent to the former South Junior High School.

NOAH supports individual congregations through leadership training.  Marie Howard attended one of these last August, at no cost to our congregation.
NOAH will hold its 3rd annual public meeting on Sunday, October 19, 2008 at 4:00 P. M. at St. James United Methodist Church, 4661 Porter Rd., Niagara Falls.  Further information available at 285 3590. 

As our region and country face increased economic hard times, the need for more jobs and quality health care becomes even more critical.  Join with members of all the Niagara County NOAH churches working together to achieve real solutions to these crises.

Last year many of our members attended this most important meeting.

More information is available on NOAH's website. http://www.gamaliel.org/NoahNY
Ed
GREEN SPACE

Low cost reading: newspapers and magazines tend to be read only once and then discarded. Try listening to the radio or browsing on-line or reading the freebies at cafés and libraries. You can also share with others by buying a paper, having your coffee and leaving the paper behind for others.
Yvonne
Religious Education – Children
The children are learning about many different religions and cultures this year. This includes Pagan traditions and Wiccan holidays through out the year. We are continuing their instruction in Yoga
 

Erica and Ed

Religious Education – Adults
Regular sessions begin on Sunday at 9:30am in the Founders Room – all are welcome. We start discussions with the articles in UU World.
Judi
From The Archives
From the Archive closet:  88 years

On October 17, 1920 a group of 34 liberal co-religionists officially organized the First Unitarian Church of Niagara Falls.

They had been meeting for the previous two years in various locations around the city. In the Gazette for the 16th appears a tiny announcement noting that the group would hold a service and organize the next day.

The Rev. O. Bruce Swift was the first minister. He later led churches in Buffalo.

Subsequently, commemorative banquets marked this anniversary especially in years ending with 0 and 5. The local press helped publicize the church’s silver and golden anniversaries with extensive, detailed coverage.

We, the successors of the 34, will gather to mark 88 years of what is now the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara.  Let us think of these men and women at our Oct. 19 service.
Janet
Hearing System
Hearing survey

The inductive loop hearing system in our church has been in place for four years. Please take a minute to fill out this brief survey to help us know your reactions to it.  Janet McKenna and Peter Diachun thank you for your assistance!

1. How often do you have problems hearing in our building?
_______ frequently  _______ seldom

2. If you ever have problems, can you be more specific abut where and when you cannot hear?
_____________________________________________

3. Do you wear a hearing aid?   _____________

a. If yes, does it have a “t-coil” or “telecoil?”__________

4. Have you ever used an assistive listening device other than a hearing aid to help you hear?
 __________________

5. Are you aware of the assistive listening system in the sanctuary? _________________

6. If yes, is it useful? ________________________

7. If you have used it, please comment on your experience with it.      _______________________________________________

8. Have you used an amplifier located in the narthex? _____________
9. Was it useful? _______________________

10. Please add any comments about hearing and understanding in the church.
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Schedules
Both the Schedules for the Ushers and Coffee Time are included below. As is our custom if you cannot make an assigned Sunday please arrange a swap with someone else.

A copy of the Coffee Time Schedule is posted in the Kitchen and both are posted in the Founders Room beside the computer. Both will be available on the Services page http://firstuunf.org/services.html on our web site.

	
	Usher Schedule 2008-2009

	
	September
	
	February
	

	
	7
	Ed McGreevy
	1
	Ed McGeevy

	
	14
	Karen Labosky
	8
	Karen Labosky

	
	21
	Peter Diachun
	15
	Peter Diachun

	
	28
	Jeanne Aydelotte
	22
	Jeanne Aydelotte

	
	
	
	
	

	
	October
	
	March
	

	
	5
	Skeeter Tower 
	1
	Gary McCunn

	
	12
	Gary McCunn
	8
	Skeeter Tower 

	
	19
	Marge Gillies
	15
	Marge Gillies

	
	26
	Joe Padlog
	22
	Joe Padlog

	
	
	
	29
	Lori Zaremski

	
	November
	
	
	

	
	2
	Lori Zaremski
	April
	

	
	9
	Ed Tormay
	5
	Ed Tormay

	
	16
	Angela Flower
	12
	Peter Nimkoff

	
	23
	Norm Rowlinson
	19
	Norm Rowlinson

	
	30
	Peter Nimkoff
	26
	Susan Diachun

	
	
	
	
	

	
	December
	
	May
	

	
	7
	Susan Diachun
	2
	Angela Flower

	
	14
	Betsy Diachun
	10
	Betsy Diachun

	
	21
	Joy Rowlinson
	17
	Joy Rowlinson

	
	24
	 Erica Kopp
	24
	Yvonne Stocker

	
	28
	Carole Manson
	31
	Marie Howard 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	January
	
	
	

	
	4
	Yvonne Stocker
	June
	

	
	11
	Jean Speck
	7
	Jean Speck

	
	18
	Rob Howard
	14
	 Rob Howard

	
	25
	Marie Howard
	21
	Sagan Maluma 

	
	
	
	28
	Summer services begin


	
	Coffee Time Schedule 2008-2009

	
	September
	
	February
	

	
	7

	Carole Manson &
 Marn Weld
	1

	Tina Deakyne & 
Andrea Galey

	
	14

	Judi Bongiovanni & 
Jeanne Aydelotte
	8


	Trish & 
Tom Bateson

	
	21

	Teresa Labuszewski & 
Pat Loretto
	15

	Ed McGreevy & 
Ed Tormay

	
	28

	Angela Flower & 
Marge Gillies
	22

	Marie Howard & 
Elaine Pethybridge

	
	October
	
	March
	

	
	5

	Peter & 
Betsy Diachun
	1

	Teresa Labuszewski & 
Janet McKenna

	
	12

	Joyce Peterson & 
Barbara Hathaway
	8

	Gary & 
Kathy McCunn

	
	19

	Karen Labosky & 
Jean Speck
	15

	Barbara & 
Jim Faller

	
	November
	
	22

	Marie & 
Rob Howard

	
	2

	Marie Howard & 
Elaine Pethybridge
	29

	Peter Diachun & 
Joe Padlog

	
	9

	Norm & 
Joy Rowlinson
	April
	

	
	16

	Joe Padlog & 
Janet McKenna
	5

	Joyce Peterson & 
Barbara Hathaway

	
	23

	Peter Nimkoff & 
Candace Smith
	12

	Judi Bongiovanni & 
Jeanne Aydelotte

	
	30

	Skeeter Tower & 
Karen Labosky
	19

	Pat Loretto & 
Karen Labosky

	
	December
	
	26

	Angela Flower & 
Janet McKenna

	
	7

	Ed McGreevy & 
Ed Tormay
	May
	

	
	14

	Erica Kopp & 
Sagan Maluma
	3

	Gary & 
Kathy McCunn

	
	21

	Carole Manson & 
Judi Bongiovanni
	10

	Ed Tormay & 
Ed McGreevy

	
	24

	Board of Trustees  

	17

	Erica Kopp & 
Sagan Maluma

	
	28

	Yvonne Stocker & 
Jean Speck
	24

	Peter & 
Betsy Diachun

	
	January
	
	31

	Skeeter Tower & 
Yvonne Stocker

	
	4

	Peter Diachun & 
Jeanne Aydelotte
	June
	

	
	11

	Lori Zaremski & 
Marge Gillies
	7

	Tina Deakyne & 
Andrea Galey

	
	18

	Joe Padlog & 
Jean Speck
	14

	Joyce Peterson & 
Barbara Hathaway

	
	25

	Susan Diachun & 
Peter Nimkoff
	21

	Board of Trustees


	
	
	
	28
	Summer services begin
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