October 2009 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
 

Sunday Services (11:00 am)
Regular Sunday Services 

September 27: “The Active Part of Speech” – Rev. Donald Reidell

A semantic view of God.

October 4: “Compassion: Creating the Ties that Bind” – Rev. Theresa Kime

Most religious traditions highly value compassion as a spiritual quality.  Today we’ll explore how we might further develop it in our lives.  We will also take time in our service to dedicate our Board of Trustees and to recognize our UU “Association Sunday.”

October 11: “If there is a God, Why?” – Horst Klaus -Niagara Secular Humanists


Questions to consider.
October 18: “Religion without God?” – Rev. Theresa Kime


Join us as we consider the humanist history and understandings of our Unitarian Universalist Living Tradition, one of the many sources of our faith (including the mystical tradition, prophetic, Jewish and Christian, world religions and earth-centered) that guide and renew us. 

      After the service, there will be a report from the Planning for Growth team about what they learned and experienced at the St. Lawrence District Conference members attended Oct. 2-3 with Rev. Terry.

October 25: “The Change of what we worship” – Rev. Donald Reidell


Last year I argued that technology increasingly robs us of our life of the spirit. Today’s sermon continues that position.


Minister’s Saturday Schedule
Friday and Saturday, October 2-3: 

      Rev. Terry will be attending the St. Lawrence District Planning for Growth Conference near Ithaca with members of our Planning for Growth Committee. 

Friday, October 16:  5:30-8:30:  Greeter Training, Unity Hall
Saturday, October 17:

     Noon-1:00:  Bring a sandwich and join with Rev. Terry and others for lunch.

      1:00-3:00:  Planning for Growth Committee meeting.
      4:00: Attend NOAH Interfaith service.
Friday, October 30: Rev. Terry will attend a small dinner at a member’s home.
Saturday, October 31:

      10:30-noon: Worship Committee
      Noon-1:00: Bring a sandwich and join with Rev. Terry and others for lunch.

       1:00-2:30: Caring Circle
       2:30-4:30: Calls and visits.
From Your Minister

      On October 4th we will have a ceremony of dedication for our board members.  Our board members are elected representatives whose work it is to oversee the life of the congregation-- to promote its vitality, health, and joy as we seek to live out the Principles of our Unitarian Universalist faith together.  In the dedication ceremony, we remind ourselves--board members and congregants-- of the ways we wish to treat one another in the coming year and of the mutuality necessary for good work to be done.

      Based on the work of the Revs. Barbara and Bill Holway-Hamilton, here are some of the things that are pledged: that we respect one another and watch how we speak to and about each other; that we truly listen to each other, listening in order to understand rather than have our point of view accepted as the right one; that we acknowledge we might say and do things we regret, and so we will seek to admit mistakes and to forgive ourselves and each other, offering one another a fresh start.

      We will also recognize that the work of our spiritual community belongs to everyone.  Members pledge to inform the board of concerns and ideas, and work with them to resolve any problems that arise.  Members also promise to trust and minister to the board members, so that they might feel cared for and supported to do the best job possible.

      It is good to make pledges to one another.  It reminds us of our intentions, our aspirations, our interdependence and our caring connections.  It keeps before us reasons we come together in religious community: to grow our spirits and to heal our world. 
      See you in church,

Terry

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE LEFT US  

Last fall, as part of our congregational service of remembrance and appreciation, we placed a container and large glass stones at the front of the sanctuary.  During that service, folks were invited to take a stone, hold it for a time and remember someone who had left the congregation--through death, move or inactivity.  People were encouraged to think of the ways that person had blessed the individual remaining and the congregation, calling to mind the good things they had left behind.  Then folks brought the stones forward, named the person and the good remaining from their/our association with them, and placed the stone in the container. 

We are continuing to use the stones and container to acknowledge and appreciate those no longer with us.  You are invited at the time of joys and sorrows to take a stone and tell us about someone who is now gone and the good they have left behind.  Then place the stone in the container.  The container reminds us of the many ways we have been loved, supported and enriched by the many who have touched our lives and the life of our congregation. It is a symbol of the good remaining that continues to nourish and guide us. 

INVITATION TO WELCOME FOLKS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 

Coming to a new church can be daunting.  How you’re greeted when you walk in the door can make a world of difference regarding your entire experience. To help us be the best “welcome-ers” we can, you’re invited to attend our Greeter Training on Friday evening, Oct. 17, from 5:30 to 8:30, dinner provided. We’ll be reflecting on the things that might make a newcomer’s experience a positive one and how we might support those things. Please email Rev. Terry (tkime1@verizon.net) with “Greeters” in the subject line, or leave a message on the church answering machine if you plan on coming. All interested are happily welcomed to attend!

OUR MONTHLY OUTREACH OFFERING

When I inquired about the history of the congregation’s monthly donation of an offering to a local service or arts organization, I was told it developed during the ministry of Rev. Manly. I’m told the question arose about how the congregation might make contributions to UU organizations like UUSC when there were times of special need, like flooding or earthquake. From this question came the idea of designating a monthly offering not only for such situations as they arise, but also for local organizations. It was felt that this would help members get to know more local organizations and the possibilities present to volunteer with them, and connect more local organizations to the congregation as they came to speak and would naturally learn about us in the process. The monthly outreach continues to be an important way our congregation participates in the life of the larger community and provides a way these organizations can become better informed about who we are.

INTERESTED IN LEADERSHIP TRAINING?

Rev. Terry is interested in leading a six- session program on leadership development. The program would cover communication; organization; inspiration, motivation, inclusion; covenants; balance and priorities; and change and resistance. It was developed by UU coach and consultant, Jeanne Crane. 

If you would be interested in participating in such a program, please contact Rev. Terry at tkime1@verizon.net or leave a message on the church answering machine. Class would likely start in November or January.

President’s Corner

 

We have started the Church year with two excellent Sunday services.  My only regret is that there are not more people, both Members and visitors to benefit from these services.  If the Sunday service is the heart of our Church, the relationships among our people and the larger community might be its soul. 

As the Board interviewed Members about the importance of the Church to them, some of us stretched to understand what makes it so important. Some long time Members have only been able to conclude that its very presence is worth striving to preserve. Our vision of the future includes our Church in the community.  Where else would the skeptic, rationalist, or disbeliever find a welcoming supportive group and a place—a home—to grow and prosper?  Where else would we find programs like the last two Sundays that speak to and inspire us? 

We are faced with the challenge of providing our Church for a new generation.  It will take the combined efforts and abilities of all of us.  It will require the passion that I think we have. 

Come consider this with me on Mondays when I am at the Church, supposedly documenting the mundane workings of the institution for both now and the future.  I really welcome being distracted from that tedious job. 

Peter Diachun
Growth Team

On October 2nd and 3rd, Rev. Terry, Yvonne Stocker, Ed Tormay and Jean Speck will be attending a gathering of seven other small congregations that are participating in the UUA's Pilot Project for Growth.

We will be presented with ideas, strategies and a large dose of enthusiasm that we are charged to bring back to our home churches. There will be opportunities to hear how others cope with the challenges faced by small congregations.

Since the spring gathering in Auburn, our team—which also includes Peter Diachun, Rob Howard and Barbara Hathaway—has been meeting to consider the material presented then. We have discussed which ideas might be applicable to the Niagara church and to move forward on the goals we selected:

· To utilize a personal ministry questionnaire in order to develop a clearer idea of what our individual and collective focus calls us to do.

· To initiate small groups/covenant groups that could foster deeper intimacy and understanding among members and friends.

· To become more keenly aware of how we speak to and treat one another in order to foster openness and trust.

All of these require ongoing efforts to live up to.

Jean
Welcome Nanette Simon! 

Nanette Simon has signed our Bond of Fellowship and become a Member of this Church.  We have enjoyed her attendance our at services and participation in functions for the last several months. We are all pleased she has decided to join us as a Member.
Evensong

This is a structured eight-week series of gatherings in which participants explore individual life journeys through sharing thoughts, experiences, doubts and beliefs about traditional religious concepts. At each meeting the group follows an order of service with the central event being a sharing time. If you would be interested in attending this, please let Judi know which weekdays and mornings, afternoons or evenings that you could attend. If there is enough interest we’ll do it. 

 
Judi

Caring Circle 

Everyone in our congregation has joys and problems, some are large, some small, some urgent, some chronic. Members of our congregation care a great deal for each other and have been quick to step up and help when a need is known or there is a joy to be celebrated. This has been one of the strengths of our little congregation. Nevertheless, sometimes things fall through the cracks, no one knows or there is not the organized response that is needed. 

Peter Diachun, Marge Gillies, Jean Speck, Yvonne Stocker and Judi Bongiovanni have completed five training meetings with Rev. Terry Kime and have formed a Caring Circle.  This will be more than just visitation. It will include specific help where needed; material help such as food, canes or other items; services such as transportation or caretaker respite; referral to community resources; and things designed to raise the spirit of our members and draw us closer together through better understanding. 

Obviously these people cannot do it all alone, but will try to co-ordinate efforts on behalf of the whole church. They will be contacting and involving people to help in many ways. Please understand this is for each and every one of us and feel free to contact a member of the committee when you have a need or a suggestion. Information given to committee members will be kept confidential unless otherwise specifically agreed.

If you are interested in joining the Caring Circle, Rev. Terry has agreed to offer the training program again. If you have a need or are aware of one, or are aware of a milestone or event to be celebrated, please contact a member of the Caring Circle and look forward to what may come!

Judi
Adult Discussion Group 

We will resume on Sunday September 27th at 9:30 am in the Founder’s Room. We will be discussing Ideas presented in the Summer Edition of the UU World Magazine. It is helpful but not necessary to have read the articles.
· On September 27th we will discuss the nomadic American lifestyle and its consequences. For background “The promised land is under your feet” on page 14. 

· October 3rd we will talk about our relationship with animals and what we learn from them; see ”Lessons from an elephant sage” on page 19.

· October 10th will be about Religious Truths; see “The Human Condition” page 22.

· October 17th will be about other UU cultures; see “One Tribe, One People” Page 23.
· October 24th will be about changes in our church and the denomination; see “A Public Witness” page 33. 
Judi

CRE

The children in our CRE program (and their very capable Mom, Erica) have begun a complete "restoration" of the CRE room! Alex spent a goodly amount of time last church year going through and tossing out unusable materials, as well as reorganizing all that remained. On Sunday, September 20th, the children—along with three UU kids and their Mom from South Carolina, passing through and camping for 6 days—began repainting chalices belonging to the CRE program (Dad stayed upstairs during this.)  That's only the beginning: paint has been purchased; new carpeting will soon be installed after a very thorough scrubbing of all corners of the room. The kids are very excited about this, so are we. We think a "rededication" of some kind may be in order once the job is completed!  The program will be concentrating on the study of UU values and world religions this fall. 

Erica's mother has donated both the paint and carpeting for the CRE room makeover. Great thanks to both Erica and her generous hearted Mom!

Erica and Ed

Book Discussion

October 13th            Three Cups of Tea              by Greg Mortenson
This is an astonishing, uplifting story of a promise made and the surprising outcome. It’s an account of a real-life adventurer and his remarkable humanitarian campaign in the Taliban’s backyard.
 
November 12th       The Saffron Kitchen            by Yasmin Crowther
This novel paints a stirring portrait of a family shaken by events begun decades ago and worlds away.  It is a story of a girl from Iran who marries and lives in London. The heroine’s past catches up with her with tragic consequences and leads her to her beginnings.
Judi
Birthdays

October

 4th – Joe Padlog

18th – Joyce Peterson

UU Niagara to Host WNY UU Cluster Meeting

On Thursday, October 8 we will host a meeting of the WNY UU Cluster at 7:00 PM.  At 5:00 we will lead a walk from our Church to The Mighty Falls for any of our guests.  At 6:00 a simple spaghetti supper will be served at the Church.   Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend any or all of these activities.  This is an opportunity to get to know Members from other UU Churches in WNY.

The WNY Cluster started a few years ago.  It has met fairly regularly since then, almost always at the Amherst UU Church.  This year it will try meeting at other Churches.  Our UU Niagara Church is hosting the first such meeting this year so that attendees can enjoy our Falls before winter.  The purpose of the WNY Cluster is to share and cooperate as Churches in our area.  There are 7 UU Churches included.   We have cooperated on a radio advertisement.  We have also conducted some workshops and seminars together.  Usually 6-12 people attend a Cluster meeting.  There is no formal structure.  Meetings are open to all, but each Church is encouraged to have someone present.  Some Churches, like ours, participate regularly.  Others are not very active in the Cluster.
From the Archives Closet
Ralph Robertson

Retired educator Ralph Robertson, the church’s eldest member at 98, was profiled in the September 9, 2009 Clarence Bee. We recall his plaid trousers and his recitation of “In Flanders Fields” on Veterans Day. Barbara and Hugh, his children, have visited the church. 

For someone who “had lung problems” in the 1930s Ralph has exceeded expectations! 

[image: image1.jpg]Ralph A. Robertson was a principal, authored books and
was an active volunteer. He now resides in Clarence.




The entire article is posted on the Unity Hall bulletin board and in electronic format from the editor yvonnestocker@gmail.com. The following is a condensation: 

98 year-old looks back on accomplishments 

· Ralph A. Robertson is the descendant of one of the early settlers of Clarence, Ulrich Strickler.  Robertson is a resident of Bristol Village in Clarence. He was born in Buffalo in a house built by his grandfather on what was called “Strickler Hill.” 

· He was president of the first class to graduate from School 70 in Buffalo and got a job with the International Railway Co., working 60 hours per week for 50 cents an hour. 

· When he developed lung problems, his mother refused to let him continue with the railway. He attended Buffalo State College, graduating with a degree in education in 1935. During World War II be served in the Army Signal Corps.  

· Ralph taught in schools in Erie County, later earning a masters degree and becoming principal of schools in the Town of Tonawanda. 

· After retiring in 1973, Robertson moved to Niagara Falls, where he and his late wife volunteered with the public library and Red Cross. He was chairman of the Friends of the Local History Dept. at the public library. 

· On his 90th birthday he was given the keys to the City of Niagara Falls. 
Rob Gagen

Indiana resident and childhood churchgoer Rob Gagen recalls days gone by in his response to recent “Powerline” articles about the Popp family: 

“I offer this personal note prompted by the item on the Popps.  My mother (Margreta Juel Gagen) and [her relatives] spoke Danish fluently and spent many an hour conversing in that language over numerous cups of coffee. Mother was the ardent Unitarian in our family and attended some May meetings in Boston. I grew up in the Niagara Falls church and subsequent family moves took us to UU churches in Rocky River, Ohio (where our three children were christened-dedicated), Hinsdale, Ill, and Fort Wayne, Ind. (where our daughter was married.) Now at age 80, the 90 mile round trip to Fort Wayne and back is too much, but my core beliefs will always remain Unitarian.” 

Thank you for the reminiscence, Rob.  Any contributions to vernacular history of the Niagara Falls church are welcome and sought after!

Janet

If you have comments, arguments or articles you may submit them to the editor either electronically or on paper.

yvonnestocker@gmail.com
4118 Bell Street - Niagara Falls NY 14305-1606

716 278-0176
Yvonne
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