First Unitarian Universalist Church Of Niagara - Policies
1. This Church welcomes all who choose to attend.  We are open to everyone regardless of race, creed, gender, ethnic background, age, ability, financial status, sexual orientation, education, citizenship, or physical condition.

2. This Church is not a composite religion.  We honor any sources of wisdom, inspiration, and guidance including the major religious traditions, humanism, agnosticism, atheism, earth base traditions, and Wiccan in addition to reason, science, and art.  Each person develops his/her own personal conclusions and understandings and extends this same freedom to everyone else.   

3. This Church not only welcomes diverse people and ideas, we celebrate this diversity.  We believe that everyone gains from associating with people with different ideas and backgrounds.  Diversity can be a strength and provide challenges which cause us to expand our established understandings.

4. This Church is proud to be considered as a refuge for unpopular or unaccepted people of the community.  They are welcome and treasured here.  We protect and nurture all people.   

5. The Church building is available to be used by the community including groups which have trouble finding other facilities because they are not popular.  It can be used with or without rent depending on the ability of the tenant to pay.  While in our facilities a tenant must accept our policies shown in this manual.   All activities conducted in our building must be open to anyone.

6. This Church absolutely supports the ideal of separation of Church and state.

7. This Church supports and lives the democratic process.  The Church is operated democratically.  Each person has an equal vote.

8. “The Church shall provide a forum for differences, but shall not take a formal position on the issues.”  This part of our purpose allows people with differing positions to be Active Members.  It conforms with our policy of separation of Church and state.  Perhaps most important, it allows the Church to be a place where reasonable people with serious differences can work together for everyone’s benefit.      

9. The Church pulpit is free.  

10. The Church building is smoke free.  Smokers are welcome to participate fully in all Church activities, but smoking is not allowed inside the building.

11. The Church conducts an Annual Pledge Drive one time each year to provide the money necessary to operate the Church.  This is the only time the Church solicits money from Members and Friends for operations.  Any other solicitations for specific purposes are rare and must each be approved by the Board.  This policy does not effect the weekly offering collected at Church services.

12.    Other than service dogs, pets are not allowed in the church.
Added 12. Unanimously accepted at the Board Meeting (all Present) on February 21, 2010.

Unanimously accepted at the Board Meeting (all Present) on December 20, 2009.

