September 2010 POWERLINE
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara
Sunday Services (11:00am)
September 5: “Ingathering Sunday” – Rev. Theresa Kime 
with Worship Associate Peter Diachun.
On this first Sunday as we assemble again after the different pace of summer, we will celebrate our water ceremony and dedicate our Board. 

Please bring a small amount of water from where you found respite this summer.
 

September 12: “Somebody’s Story” – Mary Roseberry – English Professor, NCCC
“Sometimes the past comes looking for us. When I found myself ensnared among strangers who lived now only in letters I couldn’t let them be swept away again, because somewhere there are grandchildren, nieces and nephews who want to know the people they came from.” Come and share in this quest for memory.

September 19:  “The Prophethood of All Believers” – Rev. Theresa Kime
James Luther Adams, a Unitarian Universalist who taught for many years at Harvard Divinity School described “the prophethood of all believers.” Today we’ll consider what it might mean for us today in terms of social concerns and vision.

After service conversation: UU’s in the Larger Community
September 26: “Nuggets of Brilliant Insight” – Rev. Don Reidell
Today’s sermon summarizes the enormous intellectual contribution of a man who I believe is too often reviled today.
Minister’s Weekend Schedule
Saturday, September 4:

      10:30am-Noon:  Caring Circle
      Noon-1:00pm:  All invited for lunch or a cup of coffee at Café Lola on Third St.
      1:30-4:00pm: Calls and visits
Saturday, September 18:

      11:00am-Noon:  Worship Committee

      Noon-1:00pm:  All invited for lunch or a cup of coffee at Murphy’s Café on Third St.
      1:30-3:30am:  Planning for Growth Team
Sunday, September 19:

      1:30-3:30pm:  Board meeting in the Founders Room (starts at 2:00pm)

From Your Minister

On August 7, the new Board of Trustees gathered in planning retreat to explore areas of congregational life they wished to focus on in the upcoming year. Good work was done and fun and exciting plans were made to enhance and deepen our life together as a religious community. These include First Friday Potlucks and Programs (more about this in another article), a congregational conversation about social concerns, small group reflection gatherings (Chalice Groups), worship experience and planning exploration, and an Introduction to Pastoral Care/“refresher course.” Enthusiasm is high among board members and me. It looks like a great new year ahead that includes celebrating our congregation's 90th birthday!  Let’s get started!
            With every good wish,

   Terry

After service conversation: (Sunday September 19) UU’s in the Larger Community
Once we have a cup of coffee, we’ll consider together what areas of social concern members are currently involved with in the larger community and what to pursue this year as a congregation. We’ll be considering service, advocacy, educational, and witness aspects of social issues.

Small Group Discussion: Last year many of us participated in story groups led by Shari and Bill Burke. Once again this year we will gather in small groups once a month and spend time reflecting on a sermon theme presented by Rev. Terry the first Sunday of each month, October through April. These sermons will follow the book A House for Hope: The Promise of Progressive Religion for the Twenty-First Century by Rebecca Parker, President of Starr King School for the Ministry UU and John Buehrens, former President of our UU Association. Sign up for a Chalice Group Sunday after service September 5, 12, or 19, leave a message on the church phone or e-mail Rev. Terry of your interest at tkime1@verizon.net. Groups will meet at times convenient for those signing up, including Sunday after service.

LEARN MORE ABOUT WORSHIP: On Saturday, October 2, Rev. Terry will lead an exploration of what we find exciting about worship/Sunday services, what doesn’t work for us, how we might shape it to make it meaningful and inspiring. All are welcome to attend and participate.

INTRODUCTION TO PASTORAL CARE: Mark you calendar for two Saturdays—November 20 and December 4—for a two-part “refresher”/introduction to pastoral care. All are welcome to participate to learn about how we best support those undergoing life transitions and difficulties. For those interested in becoming part of our congregation’s Caring Circle, this is a prerequisite, but anyone can take the sessions whether or not they would like to serve on the Caring Circle team.
   Terry

President’s Corner
  Summer seems to have flown by. We are now starting a new Church year. I am looking forward to seeing old and new Church friends again regularly. The Church has been anything but inactive this summer. Our Sunday summer services have continued on a casual basis. Each week a different member or friend has presented a topic for our discussion. These have been lively, intellectually stimulating, and have allowed us to get to know each other better. Even Sunday attendance has been better than in previous summers. People have enjoyed attending these services. It has also given members the opportunity to conduct a service in a relaxed situation.

  Our summer Congregational picnics were great fun and well attended. The drumming circle kept drumming through the heat of the summer.

  There is one important item of business from last year which I am pleased to report to the Congregation. That is the final financial results for the last Church year which ended July 31, 2010. Most of these results are good. We exceeded the budget favorably in all respects--income, expenditures, and assets. We budgeted to reduce our total assets by $27,550. The actual reduction was only $7,324. This favorable report and good news is seriously tempered by the fact that most of these favorable departures from the budget last year are not ongoing and will not be repeated. Last April a serious effort was made to involve all Church members in the budgeting process. This will be continued. As a beginning, there is a financial summary showing last year's final results in this Powerline. Everyone is asked to take a look at this and ask questions if there is anything you do not understand or want explained in more detail.

  Good things have gone on this summer, but it is time to move on to the New Year.

  At the Board retreat in August some new and exciting programs were created and start immediately. One is a monthly potluck supper followed by an adult program or games and fun alternative, followed by desserts and conversation. These are planned for the first Friday evening of each month. More detail is in this Powerline.

  Committees have been reestablished for the new year. They will soon be posted on the website.
Celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the Founding of the Church

A special date to mark on your calendar is the celebration of the 90th anniversary of the founding of our Church. This celebration will be Saturday, October 16 which is the actual Church's birthday. Plans shortly will be announced by the 90th Birthday Committee.  Anyone with ideas or wishing to help should speak with: Jeanne Aydelotte, Steve Lynch, Kathy McCunn, or Janet McKenna.
 Peter Diachun
Board of Trustees News

  The Board meeting on August 7, 2010 was opened by Rev. Terry with a meditation. 
  The year end 2009-2010 financial statements were accepted as was the current month report.
Peter Diachun will summarize the finances for the Powerline.

  President’s Report covered various maintenance concerns: labeling electrical switches, dealing with the city to correct a potential flood with the water main, landscaping of the front grounds, installation of emergency use telephone in the elevator.

Committee Reports:

· Yvonne continues as the chair of Worship Team.  Rev Terry presented some ideas on working with and expanding the Worship committee.
· Erica continues to lead Children’s RE.
· Marie Howard and the FUUN Committee – ideas about more regular activities including some art projects and food!
· Judy and Peter suggested a program on Underground Railway under auspices of Adult RE held as part of Potluck dinners.

· Ed McGreevy will continue with the Social Action Committee.
· A Pledge Committee must be formed.
· 90th Anniversary Committee needs to be activated so that the event in October is a success.
· Communications were discussed including e-mail, phone tree and Facebook.
  The landscaping project and its funding were discussed.
  Rev. Terry suggested a congregational conversation on September 19 to bring to light the congregation’s real passions for social action and the preferred causes to support.
  Rev. Terry proposed leading a small group ministry.

  Peter Diachun started a discussion on fundraisers and capital contributions.

  Rev. Terry introduced a concept of how the Board might approach the congregation's financial situation – this was tabled for future deliberation.
  Marie Howard requested Board support and participation with the Defy Diabetes Program.
  Next Board meeting – Sunday, September 19 at 2:00pm. All members are welcome.
Financial Reports

  The following are summary reports only.  Full details are available by request to a trustee. This report shows the comparison of the final results versus the budget for the fiscal year ended July 31, 2010.  Also shown is the budget as adopted by the Congregation for the current fiscal year.  The Board will continue to publish a summary of our financial reports regularly this year in the Powerline.  
	
	Church Year

2009/2010

Actual
	Church Year

2009/2010

Budget
	Church Year

2010/2011

Budget

	Income from Operations
	$41,640.00
	$39,300.00
	$39,300.00

	Income from Investments
	$5,175.00
	$4,800.00
	$4,000.00

	Total Income
	$46,815.00
	$44,100.00
	$43,300.00

	Expenses from Operations
	$65,181.00
	$68,650.00
	$66,100.00

	Capital Contributions less
Capital Expenses
	$5,950.00
	-$3,000.00
	-$4000.00

	Insurance Settlement
	$5,092.00
	0
	0

	Change in Money Assets
	-$7,324.00
	-$27,550.00
	-$26,800.00


Membership
  Anyone who might consider formally becoming a Member is encouraged to speak with the Minister, Rev. Terry or the President of the Board, Peter Diachun.  Anyone who participates and makes a contribution may formally join by signing our Bond of Fellowship which is:

“I wish to be enrolled as a member of the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara which I understand to be a body of men and women who are seeking to serve the best and highest that they know in an atmosphere of freedom, fellowship and truth.”

   Only Members can vote in church affairs.

Peter Diachun
Challenge Fund for Landscaping

  The Church has a policy to solicit donations from members and friends only once each year during our pledge drive. Any exceptions must be approved by the Board. A specific and limited exception has been made in accepting a $500 “challenge donation” from a member for funds to offset the cost of the tree removal and front yard landscaping. The challenge is to minimize the financial drain on the Church for these landscaping improvements which were approved by the Congregation as part of the capital budget. The Board has limited this extra solicitation to this single announcement in the Powerline and to one announcement at a Sunday Church service. Please mark these special donations “Landscape Challenge Fund”.

Peter Diachun
“Golden Rule” Forum

During a recent summer service lead by Erica Kopp, the “Golden Rule” was offered as the topic for consideration. It turns out there are many different versions of what we call the Golden Rule, from the many different faith traditions. This realization sparked a good deal of thoughtful conversation among those present. Who knew the Golden Rule could be such a provocative topic for discussion?  Suddenly, right off the top of my head -always dangerous - I suggested the possibility of offering the “Golden Rule” as the topic for a Community Forum at our church next spring.  Yvonne and I picked up on this following the service and we would now like to open up the conversation to the general membership of our church. I have asked Rev. Terry, at a date sooner than later, to help us plan how to include the wider community in participation with this endeavor. Anyone who would like to be part of the conversation with Rev. Terry is very welcome and much needed. We will keep everyone posted on this. Please stay tuned!

Ed Tormay
Book Discussion Group
   We will meet Tuesday, September 14 at 7:00pm to discuss the novel Out Stealing Horses by Per Petterson, a master storyteller who gives an original and gripping account of youth and memory that expands the reader's own experience of life.
   On October 12, we will discuss The Lost City of Z by David Grann. This is a long nonfiction tale of deadly obsession in the Amazon. This is an account of renowned British explorer Col. Percy Fawcett’s expedition of 1925 to find the lost city of Z (an ancient civilization that may not have existed). The book examines the stranglehold of passion past and present.

 Judy

Caring Circle
  Everyone in our congregation has joys and problems. Some are large, some small, some are urgent, some are chronic. Members of our congregation care a great deal for each other and have been quick to step up and help when a need is known or there is a joy to be celebrated. This has been one of the strengths of our little congregation. Nevertheless, sometimes things fall through the cracks, no one knows or there is not the organized response that is needed. 

  Peter Diachun, Marge Gillies, Jean Speck, Yvonne Stocker and Judy Bongiovanni have completed five training meetings with Rev. Terry and are working as a Caring Circle.  This is more than just visitation. It includes specific help where appropriate, material help such as food, canes or other items, services such as transportation or caretaker respite, referral to community resources, as well as things designed to raise the spirit of our members and draw us closer together through better understanding. 

  Obviously these people cannot do it all alone, but will try to co-ordinate efforts on behalf of the whole church. They will be contacting and involving people to help in many ways. Please understand this is for each and every one of us. Feel free to contact a member of the committee when you have a need or a suggestion. Information given to committee members is kept confidential unless otherwise specifically agreed.

  If you are interested in joining the Caring Circle, Rev. Terry has agreed to offer the training program again. If you have a need or are aware of a need or a milestone or event to be celebrated, please contact a member of the Caring Circle and look forward to what may come!

 Judy

Social Action 
  During the 2009-10 congregational year Ed McGreevy served as convener for the Social Action Committee and continues this year.  The committee welcomes your input, suggestions, questions, and participation during 2010-11.  The committee is also interested in hearing from members about their service as individuals or as members of other organizations in efforts to improve the quality of life in our community and the wider community.  Sharing information about your contributions encourages others to participate
  During the past year the outreach committee (Yvonne Stocker, Janet McKenna, and Betsy Diachun) continued to identify community organizations to support with the proceeds of the Third Sunday collections.  Representatives of organizations are invited to share information about their mission.  

  We have continued to support the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee's Fair Trade Coffee project by purchasing coffee for use during Sunday coffee hours and other church events.  More information is available at http://www.uusc.org/coffeeproject 
  The congregation continues to be a member of NOAH (Niagara Organizing Alliance for Hope), an interfaith organization dedicated to drawing together people from many denominations to act on local issues of justice and equality. To learn more about NOAH’s efforts or to participate in one of these visit their website or attend one of the monthly meetings (http://www.gamaliel.org/NoahNY). Marie Howard and Ed McGreevy represent our congregation and can answer questions.  This past year NOAH, working with the city government of Niagara Falls, was able to make possible the opening of a new playground at Ferry Avenue and Portage Road.  This effort was originally raised by two NOAH members who had witnessed the closing of two recreational sites through the sale of property.  Another initiative supported by NOAH (basketball courts near the Trott Access center) is presently under construction. A local hiring initiative is ongoing.

    Marge Gillies served as one of two Niagara County YWCA organizers for the 2010 Stand Against Racism.  Marge, Betsy Diachun and Ed McGreevy represented our congregation at two events in Niagara Falls.

Ed McGreevy

Here We Grow

  The Growing season is almost over for our gardens and the growing season is about to begin again for our church. Our team has enjoyed the summer respite and will hopefully return with renewed energy and enthusiasm.
  One welcome sign of growth is the willingness of our newer members to participate in serving as ushers and coffee hour hosts.
  In November we will welcome the other churches who have been a part of "The Pilot Project for Growth" at Stella Niagara for our autumn gathering. Once again we will share our experiences, learn from one another and consider ways to move forward.

Jean
Adult Reflection and Discussion 
  The Sunday morning Adult Reflection and Exploration group starts on October 17 at 9:45am in the Founders Room. Discussions are lively and it is not necessary to have done homework to come.

Judy
News From CRE

  Our Religious Exploration classes are excited about the new year, which is organized based on the UU principles. Each month beginning October will focus on one principle. The children will design a new brochure and create a year long project with beads.   
  The children host movie nights again. They loved serving pop, popcorn, and candy and eating it too!  They are also looking forward to the new game nights that will coincide with our potlucks.
  Anyone interested in helping CRE contact Erica ericakopp@yahoo.com or Ed Tormay columbaltd22@gmail.com.
  Anyone working with the children must sign a new Ethics Form each year. This is board policy and a requirement of our insurance policy. Blank Ethics Forms are located in the CRE room. 

Erica, Ed
 Birthdays     
September

15th – Janet McKenna

18th – Erica Kopp

26th – Caralina Titer

30th – Lori Zaremski
Yes, You can Defy Diabetes 

  Kickoff: registration and mini Health Fair, Wednesday, Sept. 22 from 6:30 – 8:00pm at the church.

  A six week workshop series on how to defy the onset of Type II diabetes.

  Whether you are Pre-diabetic, or managing your diabetes, or know someone who could benefit from this program this is for you - there is no cost and it will be good for you.

  Please contact either Marie Howard 745-7149 rhoward@localnet.com, or Yvonne Stocker 278-0176 yvonnestocker@gmail.com      Marie and Yvonne
FUUN Social

  Potluck dinners, movie nites, game nites, Underground Railroad nites, card making with Betsy, more FUUN Cooking, (let Marie know what you would like to make) cooking with Peter (how easy it is to work with soy), and much more.
  Potluck dinners every first Friday: imagine just desserts, or all red food, or processed foods only (for those on the go) or sandwich nite. The possibilities are endless!

Starting October 1 at 6:00pm Potluck Dinner, with part one of a three part series on the

Underground Railroad Program between dinner and dessert. Bring a dish to pass. There will be games in Unity Hall for the Children.
Upcoming events:

· Movie nites beginning in October

· How to maneuver around Facebook and other computer “stuff.”

· Pumpkin carving.
· Special speakers.
 Marie

NOAH
  Picture this... an elegant high tea... a spectacular basket auction... a variety of fruits, sandwiches, cookies, scones - all this supporting NOAH, Niagara Organizing Alliance for Hope, a faith-based countywide organization focused on Niagara's quality of life and social justice issues.

  This Victorian Tea presented by the Community Tea Ladies will be held Saturday, September 25 at 1:00pm at the First Presbyterian Church, 505 Cayuga Street Lewiston.  Tickets are only $25 with all proceeds to NOAH.  Attendance is limited with paid reservations due by September 11 to Karen Carroll, 141 Park Lane Circle, Lockport 14094 (716 434-1394).

  Gather some friends, dress in the attire of today or yesteryear, and come support a worthy cause while having a fun and food-filled afternoon.  Your church is part of NOAH and this fund-raiser is a way NOAH can show other grant-funding organizations how they might raise funds themselves through special events.

  There are also tickets available for a chance on a gourmet dinner for eight to be held either at the Van Horn Mansion in Burt near Newfane or at the Presbyterian Church in Niagara Falls.  These are $5 each and you can obtain them through your NOAH representative (Marie Howard or Ed McGreevy). The winner will get to invite seven friends for this unbelievable feast!

Marie
From the Archives Closet

  The Archivist hung around FUUN for at least two years until she finally signed an enrollment card signifying her intention to become an official member of the church. It took that long to make up her mind to commit herself.

  The small document she signed in 2005 is the same that all new members have agreed to since the ministry of the Rev. George N. Marshall in 1952. It reads:
I wish to be enrolled as a member of the First Unitarian Church of Niagara Falls which I understand to be a body of men and women who are seeking to serve the best and highest that they know in an atmosphere of freedom, fellowship and truth.
Following is space for the person’s name, address, telephone number and the date.
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  In the church’s ninety year history, members have moved, died, changed surnames, or withdrawn. As with any card file, the cards in the file of past members bear many notations and cross-outs, as well as the ministers’ initials.

  The older membership cards were printed on now yellowing heavy card stock.

The file is seemingly complete back to the charter members of October 17, 1920.

  What we agree to when enrolling as members today is very different from membership criteria in the past. Three stages of membership enrollment cards have turned up.

  In its founding years, the First Unitarian Church was far more “Christ-centered” and sexist than today. Thus Gertrude F.C. (Mrs. Edwin A.) Wright joined on March 27, 1921:
Membership is open to all on the basis of the following Covenant:

“In the love of truth and the spirit of Jesus Christ we unite for the worship of God and the service of man.”
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Please enroll me as a member of the First Unitarian Church.
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  This membership card was used until the early 1930’s, when membership criteria changed significantly. The membership card from the 1930-1950 period read:

I wish to be enrolled in the membership of The First Unitarian Church of Niagara Falls which I understand to be a free religious society for the advancement of morality and the understanding of religion, emphasizing character instead of creedal confession, and inviting all to whom spirit and aim seriously appeal, to find their Church Home in its fellowship.
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  This differs from the enrollments of the past sixty years, still in use. Do we, as new members, really read what we sign when we officially “come on the books” of FUUN?

Would we join if we were asked to fulfill the original covenant? And when the few remaining blank membership cards all are witnessed by new church members, isn’t it time to print new cards reflecting the official name as First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara?

Janet
St. Lawrence District

October 2, 2010 - UU Leadership Workout                                 

Come join us as we build leadership, strength, flexibility and muscle!  “Workout” leaders include our new Interim District Executive, Connie Goodbread, District President, Karen Palmer, and a dozen other terrific SLD leaders.  For further details:
http://www.sld.uua.org/pdfs/2010/UULeadershipworkoutflyer10_2010.pdf
UU Niagara Activities – September 2010
	Sunday

	Monday

	Tuesday

	Wednesday

	Thursday

	Friday

	Saturday


				1 

	2 

	3 

	4 

Wedding and Reception

10:30a Caring Circle

12p Recovery Group


	5 

11a Sunday Service

	6 

6p Habitat for Humanity

	7 

	8 

	9 

	10 

	11 

12p Recovery Group


	12 

11a Sunday Service

12p Year Beginning Picnic

	13 

	14 

7p Book 
Discussion Group

	15 

	16 

	17 

	18 

11a Worship Committee

12p Recovery Group

1:30p Planning for Growth Team


	19 

11a Sunday Service

	20 

	21 

	22 

6:30p Defy Diabetes

	23 

	24 

	25 

12p Recovery Group


	26 

11a Sunday Service

	27 

	28 

	29 

6:30p Defy Diabetes

	30 

		

	

	


If you have comments, arguments or articles you may submit them to the editor either electronically yvonnestocker@gmail.com or by mail 4118 Bell Street, Niagara Falls NY 14305-1606 or phone 716 278-0176

Yvonne
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara



   
PO Box 2566, 

Niagara Falls, NY 14302
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