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September 2007 Powerline

Coming Services

September 9        Frances Manly   “Like Rivers to the Sea”

Each fall we join the waters of our lives in our common font as we gather together to reaffirm our community in this service for all ages.  Please bring a small sample of water from (or representing) a place that has touched your heart, lifted your spirit, or fed your soul.  (A 35 mm film case, for those who haven’t gone digital, or a small pill bottle makes perfect container.)

September 16       Frances Manly   “From Tarshish to Ninevah”

When God sent the prophet Jonah to the city of Ninevah to preach repentance to its people, he quickly hopped aboard a ship headed to Tarshish - that is, just about as far as possible in the opposite direction.   But Holy One didn’t let him off that easily.  Where are you being called to go, and which way are you headed?

September 23        Don Reidell      “Time to React”

It is ironical that in our modern age that Fundamentalism is not only increasing, it is becoming pushy. It is time to react!

September 30
     John Rex            “Who/What is Your Tour Guide?”


If life is a journey into the unknown, then we all need some help getting through safely and happily. Let's consider our options in finding a guide.
Important Congregational Meeting Announced

Congregational Meeting, Sunday, Sept. 9th

· Between the Service and the picnic

· The church is approaching a major watershed, where we must collectively create our future. This isn’t just about the minister, it is about what our church will be. It is imperative for everyone to be a part of this process. 

· We are called a “Study Committee,” for information gathering.  We will collect information on options for the future of the church and present it to the congregation and seek input and further direction.

· Sept. 9th will be a Congregational meeting for a discussion regarding the issues involved in the process

· Options to initially pursue:

· Full-time minister

· Part-time minister

· Consulting minister (see link): http://www.tjd.uua.org/consmin.html
· Interim minister (see link): http://www.uua.org/documents/westonjohn/interimopportunity.pdf
· No minister

Members of the committee:  Ed T., Erica, Peter D., Joy and Tom
President’s Corner
Here we go again!  Back to our regular scheduled church services and activities.  This Powerline is full of upcoming activities and events.  We hope you all will participate as much as you are able and in things with which you feel comfortable.
Even though it may seem like “the same old, same old” there are lots of new and exciting experiences being planned.  With Frances retiring in 2008, we all have to think about our future and what we’d like to see in our church life.  We have a Committee working on this who will be calling on us all to contribute with our thoughts and needs.
The Board will be holding a retreat after church on Sept. 16, to discuss general goals and objectives for the upcoming year and into the coming years.  I am sure that growth will be a major topic of discussion at that meeting.
The Social Committee has met to set up monthly activities.  I know they are open to new ideas and spur-of-the-moment events.  Just contact Pat Loretto, Joy Rowlinson or Marie Howard if you’d like to suggest something or schedule a program.
We’ll have a list in the Narthex on Sept. 9 for signing up to bring flowers or another centerpiece for Sunday services.  Please add to the total beauty of our services by signing up for one or more Sundays.
A group of at least 5 churches in the WNY area have gotten together and are advertising on “A Prairie Home Companion”.  (94.5FM-Sats. 6-8PM & 970AM-Suns. Noon-2PM)  Garrison Keilor frequently jokes about UUs and we want people to know we really exist.  Some quite clever 30 second pieces have been composed.  Listeners will be referred to a website which will link to the websites of each church.  We are looking for financial support for this undertaking.  One can buy a weekend for $100.  If you wish to contribute to this one time only special tax deductible fund, please see Betsy, Peter or Yvonne.  These promos will begin in September when his new season starts so listen in and tell us what you think.
Hope to see and hear you at 639 Main Street sometime in the near future becoming the people the world needs!
Betsy

Social Committee

The Social Committee (Pat Loretto, Joy Rowlinson, Marie Howard and Pat Loretto) has planned the following monthly activities.  Contact any one of us to add something to this basic schedule.  We’ll be contacting YOU to coordinate some of these events.
Sept. 9 - Picnic after church hosted by Carol Manson and Marn Weld.  Bring a dish or bag to pass.  There will be a tent set up in the back yard to provide some shade.
Sept. 23 - A reception during the coffee hour to give Bonnie and Bill Soley a special gathering as they leave us to live in New Mexico.  Pat Loretto and Teresa Labuszewski are hosting.
Oct. 31 - We’ll turn the church into a Haunted House for our younger members - oldsters are more than welcome to join the fun.  There will also be focus groups gathering around this time to discuss the future of the church and give direction to the Search Committee in their quest.

Michael Moore is going to speak at UB on Saturday, 9/29 at 8 PM.  We don’t have the cost of the tickets yet, but we’ll put a sign-up sheet our in the Narthex and if you’re interested in going let us know asap and we’ll work on getting a group together.

Also, Pat Loretto (754-4089) has a list of movies being presented at the Market Arcade theatres in Buffalo on Tuesday evenings.  There will be informative talks before and after given by UB professors.  Crimes and Misdemeanors, a Woody Allen film, will be shown on Tuesday, Nov. 20. at 7 PM.  If you’re interested in attending, give Pat a call.


Book Discussion Group
   The adult Book Discussion Group will resume, meeting Tuesday September 11th at 7pm downstairs in Unity Hall.  We will discuss the nonfiction work, Food in History by Reay Tannahill.

    The October selection will be March by Geraldine Brooks. Brooks wrote The Year of Wonders about the black death in a town in England which the group previously read.

     In November we will again have a nonfiction selection entitled The Authoritarians by Bob Altemeyer who is an associate professor of psychology. The book is written for the general public and discusses why and how authoritarian followers {and fundamentalists} and leaders think or "operate". The book is an easy read and should provide ample "fodder" for discussion. It is published on the internet and there are copies available from Yvonne Stocker.

Adult Discussion Group

     Our wise and witty group will resume on Sunday morning October 14th at 9:45 in the founder's room.  We will be discussing the first two questions on Page 63 of the Summer 2007 UU World. The discussion  will be around the idea of hospitality, getting to know people at a deeper level and surprises. So do your homework (read the noted articles) or not and come for the varied points of view.



Filing System in Transition

It seems that the church filing system has been languishing since the last 1980's.

Several folks have mentioned the need for revising the system and purging it of no longer needed documents.  

This project, an adjunct to the archives project, has just begun.  It will be a long term project.

Anyone searching for documents in the old filing cabinet can find them in  the same order in the OTHER  old filing cabinet located in the Founders' Room next to the computer. This move is temporary. We thank Yvonne Stocker
for initiating the work to accommodate hanging files in both cabinets.

Ultimately all manila folders and the papers within will be placed in hanging files. A new filing thesaurus should be created, reflecting 21st century realities.  Old documents will be added to the archives. Most of this will be computerized. 

- Janet McKenna


St. Catharines UU at Picnic

I would like to ask that in the next issue of Powerline you mention that the Unitarian Congregation of Niagara in St. Catharines expresses its thanks for the invitation to the Bond Lake picnic on Sunday the 12th of August  The seven participants enjoyed the warm hospitality and all of us look forward to future joint events.  Thanks.

- John Mayer
Children's Religious Education Program

Hello!  Erica Kopp and Ed Tormay will be working very hard this year trying to fill Kathy McCunn's shoes for the Children's Religious Education Program.  We are very excited by this challenge and look forward to working with everyone in the congregation to share our abundant resources with the children.
 

We are pleased that Theresa and Gary will be continuing to lead once a month yoga classes with the children.  Much thanks to both of them. 

 

Anyone who is interested in sharing their ideas and talents in planning an activity for the children, for 20-30 minutes on a Sunday, please talk to us.  You do not have to do this alone.  We are more than willing to assist you in planning and executing an activity.

 

Please feel free to talk to either of us after a Sunday service or by phone or email:

 

Erica Kopp, ericakopp@yahoo.com, 283 3930

 

Ed Tormay, columbaltd22@aol.com, 745 1241

 

We are happy to entertain any and all ideas and will actively be approaching everyone for their support.  We need you! 

Walking Together
One of the TV shows I remember from my childhood was one called “You Are There.”  Hosted by Walter Cronkite, each week offered a reenactment of one day in history.  At the end of each show, Cronkite would intone, “It was a day like all days, filled with the events that alter and illuminate our times.”  I may be the only person living today who still remembers that show, but the closing line stayed with me, a reminder of the importance of every day of our lives, however ordinary it may seem.  All days are filled with events that alter and illuminate our lives.

As with days, so it is with years as well.  Each September we begin a new year in our church life.  We know that some of what it brings to us will be very like what went before, some will be new things we can already anticipate, and surely some will come as a surprise. This moment, just before a new church year is off and running, is for looking forward, making plans, being prepared to greet whatever comes.

One thing that will set this coming church year apart from those before and after is that going into it we know that I will be retiring at the end of it. This will be the last year I spend with you as your minister.  That changes things in some ways that we can anticipate and others that we will discover as we go along.  Already a study committee has begun the process that will lead toward decisions about the future and possibly, though not yet certainly, to finding a new minister.  You’ll be hearing from them as time goes on, and they’ll want to be hearing from you as well.  I can consult and advise about the process as the committee finds that helpful, but I can’t provide leadership, recommend or evaluate candidates, or otherwise try to influence a decision that must be yours alone.

The danger in such a time of transition is that we can easily spend too much time dwelling on the past we have shared and looking ahead to a future which we will not share, forgetting that the only time that is “really real” is right now, in the present.  Even as we look backwards and forward, I trust we will also remember to be here now, working together to find ways to make the most of the time we have together this year.  Already I find myself thinking about the things I’ve always sort of meant to preach on, it’s time to do it if I’m ever going to.  Maybe you have something that you’ve been thinking you’d like to talk to me about, but there hasn’t seemed to be any hurry to do anything about it.  I hope you’ll be in touch with me soon; I’d love to have that conversation.  Don’t put it off until the last minute.

Although it’s a long while before we need to begin saying good-bye, the coming change will color at least some of what we do together this year, and I believe that we may well find unexpected richness and gifts as we walk the last part of our path together.  In any case, we can be sure that it will be a year like all years, full of the events that alter and illuminate our lives.

Blessings,







Frances

ESCAPE TO VERMONT

September 21-23, 2007

Thirteenth Annual B&B Weekend offered by the UU Church of Rutland, VT.

Enjoy the beauty of Vermont, UU hospitality, and a choice of guided

activities:  hiking, kayaking, visiting the studios of local artists,

soaring tour, touring historic sites and quaint towns, and much more.

Registration by August 1, $250 (single) and $450 (double).  
After August 1, $300 (single) and $500 (double).  For more information contact

uufoliagevermont@yahoo.com or (802) 353-7969.

        www.rutlanduu.org

