
February 2012 POWERLINE 
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Niagara 
 

Sunday Services (11:00am)  

 
Theme: Courage  
 
Worship Associate Yvonne Stocker and Caring Circle Associate Marge Gillies 
  
February 5:  Challenges Part I – Rev. Theresa Kime 
I’ve been pondering what it means to be Unitarian Universalist and what courage 
might look like for us.  Come and consider some challenges that I will offer us in 
response to this question. 
Potluck lunch  following service – bring a dish to pass and share fellowship and food. 
  
February 12 : FUUN – FUUN FUUtures Committee 
The format of this service will be different than usual: a provocative and compelling 
sermon by a UU minister will be read followed by discussion which will continue during 
lunch. We expect that this process will help the congregation establish a direction toward 
shaping our future. A copy of the text will be available. 
 
February 19 : Challenges Part II – Rev. Theresa Kime 
I’ve been pondering what it means to be Unitarian Universalist and what courage 
might look like for us.  Come and consider some challenges that I will offer us in 
response to this question. 
 
February 26:  Ring Around The Rosie – Rev. Donald Reidell 
An analysis of a crisis: How do you view the concept of time in your life? 
  
 
Minister’s Weekend Schedule  
Saturday, February 4: 
 10:00-11:00am:   Caring Circle meeting 

11:00am-Noon:   FUUtures Committee meeting 
            1:30-3:00pm:  Stewardship Committee meeting 
Sunday, February 5: 

Noon-2:00pm : Potluck lunch 
Saturday, February 11:  Attend, with teams from FUUN and UU Fredonia, the  
St. Lawrence District Healthy Congregations training, all day at UU Buffalo 
Saturday, February 18: 
 9:30am-Noon:  Worship Planning and Associates training All are welcome to 
attend this morning training, especially those who wish to serve as Worship 
Associates or have done so.  Pre-registration is needed.  Email or call Rev. Terry 
before Thursday, February 16, if you wish to attend. 
 2:00-4:00pm:  Visiting Steward orientation (for pledge drive) 
Sunday, February 19: 

12:30-2:30pm : Board meeting 
 



FROM YOUR MINISTER: 
  February:  a cold winter month in our area, warmed by the promise of love: Valentine’s 
Day.  While Valentine’s Day holds up romantic love, it can also be a reminder of the 
many forms of love we each encounter and participate in: love for our children, our 
friends, our animal companions; love for the earth, for our neighbors, for our faith; love 
for those different from us - those with more or less than we, those living in war-torn 
areas or famine; love for the snow, the blue sky, a good book or a beautiful work of art, 
music; love for the homes and places of refuge we create for ourselves and for others.   
  During this month that celebrates love, may each of us hold gently, and with 
thanksgiving, all that we love, and affirm all the love within our hearts that is available for 
us to spend.  May we spend it lavishly, for the well-being of all. 
  Wishing you every blessing of love, 
TerryTerryTerryTerry     
 
Worship Planning And Worship Associate Training Off ered .   
Do you wonder what goes into planning a worship service?  What do you need to be 
aware of and think about to make it a satisfying and enriching experience for those who 
attend?  How do you become a Worship Associate?  What’s involved - the 
responsibilities?  Am you up to it?  If you’ve entertained any of these questions, come on 
Saturday, February 18 from 9:30am to noon to get answers and participate more fully in 
the life of our congregation.  All are welcome. Attending does not commit you to being 
part of the Worship Committee or becoming a Worship Associate.  See what it’s all 
about!  Pre-registration is needed.  Email tesskime@gmail.com or call Rev. Terry at 
716 467 2074 before Thursday, February 16, if you wish to attend. 
 
Adult Spiritual Development Class Chosen  
The votes are in and the winner is ... Spirituality in Everyday Life which had ten 
interested parties. (Runner up was Wisdom Walk: Practices for Creating Peace and 
Balance with eight.) Spirituality in Everyday Life will meet from 1:00-3:00pm on Rev. 
Terry’s Saturdays, beginning March 3, for seven Saturdays. If you didn’t get a chance to 
sign up, you can still do so by emailing or calling Rev. Terry before Monday, February 
20. Pre-registration is needed. 
TerryTerryTerryTerry     
 
President’s Corner  
  Many members of the congregation have many good ideas.  I am always open to hear 
any ideas or concerns. 
  For the past month members of the congregation have offered their time and expertise 
to keep the church running. I would like to thank Peter and Betsy Diachun for the many 
tasks they have done. Paul Brundage is helping keep the building clean, He has done a 
great job! Yvonne has made sure the order of service is printed She has moved the 
church's account to gmail.  
  I am currently sending out the weekly announcements. If you would like to post an 
announcement, please email me. I have switched our facebook account over to our 
gmail account. 
  I am also very happy to have Janet working on our history. i really appreciated the 
photographs and information she did for the 90th celebration. 
E ricaE ricaE ricaE rica     
 



Board of Trustees News  
  January 15 Board meeting highlights  
  Rev. Kime offered some centering words. 
  Ed Tormay opened a discussion about Prisoners are People Too. Claudia Racine, of 
PRP2, requested permission to meet regularly in the church. The Board agreed to 
accommodate this group, provided a church member is present at these meetings – 
once per month on the fourth Saturday of each month. 
  Janet McKenna requested ten minutes to present the information about digitizing 
church documents at the February Board meeting. 
  Rev Kime led a discussion about a Covenant of Right Relationships 
  Ed Tormay moved to create a Personnel Committee composed of President and Vice-
president. This committee will conduct an annual review of church employees effective 
immediately. A current job description for sexton is in preparation. 
Meanwhile Paul Brundage is cleaning the church building 
  The Board discussed the membership list; Erica will update these records on the UUA 
site. 
  Following Peter Diachun’s request that he represent our church and visit people in jail, 
he was appointed as Jail Chaplain. This decision will be reviewed annually. 
  Erica reported she had many contacts with member. She wanted to acknowledge all 
the work members are doing such as Peter and Besty helping with a myriad of small 
duties, Paul helping with cleaning, Yvonne continuing to prepare the order of service and 
Powerline and Janet for all her work as historian. 
  Ed McGreevy reported on NOAH and submitted a membership form for consideration. 
  Erica wishes to thank Peter Diachun for helping to set up and child-proof the children’s 
room on the third floor, a large room with a window. The children love it! 
  Next Board meeting – 12:30pm Sunday, February 19. All members are welcome. 
Yvonne Yvonne Yvonne Yvonne – abstracted from the minutes recorded by Ed McGreevy    
 
Outreach  
  On February 19, our Third Sunday Outreach offering will go to Equistar. This is a 
Niagara County group which offers therapeutic horseback riding opportunities to help 
people learn to manage their disabilities in a fun and unique manner.  Come hear their 
story and give generously to this cause. 
B etsyB etsyB etsyB etsy     
 
Our People  
Betsy Potter, the granddaughter of one of our founding church families, the Ridgways, 
will be the featured artist at the Castellani Art Museum on the Niagara University campus 
from February 5-July 1.  Her show, Breaking Nature, opens with an artist's talk from 
2:00-4:00pm on February 5. 
Another artist... Jonathan Rogers, an artist at the NACC who has joined us at services in 
the past, unveiled his latest work on Sunday, January 22, at St. George's Church where 
the Magdalene Project is based.  The Magdalene Project is one of the Outreach groups 
we have supported in the past.  Rogers has painted a portrait of Mary Magdalene which 
director Joanne Lorenzo hopes will inspire her clients into changing their own lives. 
B etsyB etsyB etsyB etsy  
 
 



 
Financial Reports  
  The following is a condensed summary of the financial progress and condition of the 
church.  Complete financial reports are available to any member on a one time or 
monthly basis.  Request them from any Board member. 
Summary financial report for November of the church fiscal year ending July 31, 2012. 
 Church Year Church Year 
 8/1/2011 - 7/31/2012 8/1/2011 - 7/31/2012 
 Actual Year to Date Budget for the 
 on December 31, 2011 Full Year 
   
Income from Operations $17,983 $39,800 
Income from Investments $1,095 $3,400 
Total Income $19,078 $43,200 
Expenses from Operations $20,998 $64,350 
Capital Contributions Less Capital Expenses -$118 -$1,000 
Change in Money Assets for the Year -$2,039 -$22,150 
Total Money Assets December 31, 2011 $99,082  

 
FUUtures Committee  
On February 12, Peter Diachun will occupy the pulpit as our every second Sunday of the 
month "guest" speaker. Peter will share the sermon of a UU minister, the Rev. Peter 
Boullata of Lexington MA. The title of Rev. Boullata's sermon is The Liberal Church 
Finding Its Mission: It's Not About You. The FUUN FUUtures Committee has spent much 
time considering this topic and discussing this sermon. All of us - Peter, Erica and Ed - 
will participate in the service. Immediately following the service, we will offer a talk-back 
for all members in the sanctuary. We only hope that these conversations will continue in 
small groups downstairs in Unity Hall during our social time together. More details about 
this sermon are available from the committee members. We promise that you will not 
feel neutral about any part of this sermon!   
http://peterboullata.com/2011/12/29/the-liberal-church-finding-its-mission-its-not-about-you/  

E d Torm ayE d Torm ayE d Torm ayE d Torm ay  
 
Events and Things  
Gratitude Corner   
  I’m sorry I don’t remember whose idea it was to start making a DVD of our Sunday 
services, but thank you. What a great idea! They have already made their way to some 
of our folks who can’t make it to church. Don’t hesitate to call me if you would like a copy 
for yourself or someone else. (I am accepting donations for the DVD’s now.) 
  We couldn’t do the DVD’s without Paul making it happen - a big THANKS to Paul. 
  We have some church mice that put up decorations, and then take them down, and 
throw things out when they have expired in the fridge. For some reason I never see you, 
but I do want to thank you. 
  Linda has kindly donated a toaster oven to our kitchen. Having bagels without toasting 
them is kind of difficult… Thank you, Linda 
  What a wonderful job Janet did with the pictures of the church being built. The cars in 
the photos really put it into a time perspective for me. Thank you, Janet 
  Paul - an even bigger THANK YOU for all the cleaning you have been doing! What a 
difference… 
  How would we get our Powerline if it weren’t for Yvonne? Thank you for doing the 



Powerline and all the other computer things we think are automatic… 
  Jeanne, thank you for your phone calls. They definitely are needed, and you have a 
way of brightening a person’s day. 
  Love, respect, and thanks, your FUUN family and friends 
  If you know of a service that was performed for the church, or a good deed that was 
done by a fellow FUUN member please let me know so we can all thank them. 
 
Social 
Got cabin fever? Take your mind off the weather and think about hosting a Circle Dinner. 
We have new members that haven’t had the opportunity to enjoy a Circle Dinner. Please 
contact me if you would love to be a host. 
 
Community Happenings 
  Niagara Area Habitat for Humanity meeting: 6:30pm first Monday of the month, Center 
City, 1824 Main St., Niagara Falls. All meetings are open to the public and are usually 
concluded by 8:00pm. (Betsy has details.) 
  Mt. St. Mary's Health Center Diabetes Support Group: 6:30pm third Tuesday of the 
month. Mt. St. Mary's Hospital 7th floor. Meeting open to all. (Marie has details.) 
  If you are a member of a committee, support group, or other community organization 
please tell me and I can add it to our list of Happenings.  
 
Work Party Part I and Part II 
  Did you mark your calendar? I sure hope so… 
  All inclusive work party Part I 9:00am-5:00pm Saturday, February 11 
  Here is just a sample of the things we need to do: 
  The narthex needs the material and information pamphlets sorted and updated. 
  Nametags need to be in order. 
  Door windows can always stand a washing… Dusting throughout the narthex. 
  In the sanctuary, some hymnals need updating, and the wainscoting sure could use a 
washing. So could all the chairs. Of course, dust, dust, and more dust… The podiums 
need cleaning up. 
  The kitchen sure could stand an overall wipe down… Empty the drawers, and 
cupboards and wipe them down The flatware trays could stand a washing also. 
  Think of alllllll the FUUN you could have working in the pantry… 
  Unity Hall cupboards need a good going through… What treasures we might find? 
  And the bulletin boards may need an updating. 
  Pictures to be hung, not leaning sadly… 
  Several things around the building that could use a little nail here, a little paint there. 
Here’s a mark, there’s a ding, and everywhere is dust, dust, dust… 
  And we haven’t mentioned the Founders Room and Rev. Terry’s office and what we 
could do there… 
  And if you know of some areas that you have thought needs some work, just do it! 
  All inclusive work party Part II 9:00am-5:00pm Saturday, February 25   
  Finish everything started in Part I. See you on Saturdays. 
  Coming soon, a surprise for you. Stewardship (Pledge) Committee has some nice 
surprises on the way. Teresa and Marie, Stewardship Committee co-chairs. 
  Looking for some new and interesting bumper stickers or other type stickers… If you 
have one you would like to share, or that really speaks to you, post it on the calendar 
board so all can enjoy. 
  Peace  M arieM arieM arieM arie     



 
February  Birthdays        

9th – Shelley Collins 
9th – Sagan Malluma 
11th – Angela Flower 
19th  – Pat Loretto 
22nd – Ed Tormay 
28th  – Gabriel Sommer 

Mom Andrea Sommer 
 
 
Book Discussion Group    
    We meet for our discussion at 7:00pm on the second Tuesday of the month in Unity 
Hall.   

 
 
 
On February 14 we will discuss Cleopatra: a Life by Stacy Schiff. 
Research provides a new interpretation of the life of one of history’s 
most enduringly intriguing women. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On March 13 we will discuss Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine Brooks. In 
1665 a young man from Martha’s Vineyard became the first Native 
American to graduate from Harvard.  The author brings this shard of 
history to life with Caleb’s crossing of cultures. 
 
 
 
 

Everyone is welcome and we can always appreciate another point of view. 
 
Adult Discussion Group  
    Change is good. We will meet at 10:00am on Sundays in Unity Hall to solve the 
problems of the world and have fun doing it. Hope to see some new faces.  Everyone is 
welcome. 
  
Caring Circle  
    Marge Gillies, Joy Rowlinson, Yvonne Stocker, Nan Simon, Peter Diachun, and Judy 
Bongiovanni are all on the team along with Rev. Terry Kime. We all wish you a happy 
Valentine's Day. Remember someone and make them smile. 
JudyJudyJudyJudy     

 
 

 
 



From the Archives Closet  
Ninety years in a unique stone building 
  Bad winter weather is nothing new in Niagara Falls. On Saturday evening January 14, 
1922, gusty winds combined with snow. By Sunday morning January 15, three and four 
foot drifts blocked the streets in LaSalle.  Despite the inclement conditions, according to 
the local newspapers 326 interested people turned out at 11:15am to dedicate the new 
First Unitarian Church of Niagara Falls at 639 Main Street. A second service at 8:00pm 
attracted 402!   

  We still occupy that building. Those alleged 
crowds are impossible to imagine—where did 
they fit? We suspect the audience was 
accommodated in the choir or standing in front 
of the sanctuary. 
  Ninety years after the people of the First 
Unitarian Church of Niagara Falls moved into 
their new edifice, it is easy to confuse the 
establishment of the church body—October 17, 
1920—with the dedication of the church 
building—January 15, 1922. They are two 

different events. 
  Board of Trustees president J Allen Johnson issued a statement to the Niagara Falls 
Gazette five months after the church’s official organization. On March 19, 1921 he 
announced purchase of a building site on the east side of Main Street.  It lay between 
what were two doctors’ homes, “66ft wide, and frontage of 74 ft on Main St facing the 

little park.”  Title was assumed by the American 
Unitarian Association (AUA) of Boston. 
  The church building was  “intended to be of an 
architectural style in keeping with the 
commanding site selected which being at the 
apex of the Main St bend will render the 
building visible for a long distance in either 
direction, “ said Mr. Johnson. 
  Until they occupied their new building, the 
Unitarians had held services at Grey and Trigg 
Hall, 910 Main St. opposite the Armory. They 
had also met at Odd Fellows Hall (Fourth and 

Niagara) and allegedly in Temple Beth El on Ashland Avenue. The week after the 
Unitarians vacated Grey and Trigg Hall, the Seventh Day Adventists moved in. 
  In June 1921 the AUA offered the Unitarians $10,000 toward the cost of a new building. 
Ground was broken on July 20. “Work on the excavation for the building … proceeded 
with difficulty because it was solid rock. This rock…broken up into the proper 
sizes…served as the rubble exterior with which the outside of the building is faced,” 
according to Roger Whitman’s 1935 “History of Unitarians in Niagara Falls.”  
  On that snowy January morning there was a “splendid response to the invitation of 
Unitarians to attend” dedication of the 
handsome edifice on Main Street, 
according to the January 16 newspapers. 
  The dedication program noted that there 
were 95 church members.  The Rev. 
Orville Bruce Swift, PhD was the minister. 
Speakers came from Boston, the city, 



Rabbi Fineberg of Temple Beth El. The Rev. F C Southworth, president of Meadville 
Theological School, spoke at length for both services.  The ceremonies got extensive 

newspaper coverage.  
  When Roger Whitman’s history of the first 15 years of 
the church appeared in 1935, Rev. Swift (who had 
moved on to Church of the Messiah in Buffalo) wrote to 
him, commenting that “when we began work on the lot 
we found more than enough stone to build the building 
and the walls are of solid masonry which used the stone 
from the excavation. The trim is the only foreign stone … 
that is Indiana sandstone.” 
  Why does the building’s appearance differ from more 
traditional churches?  Rev. Swift said it was hoped that 
the building might be “more saleable…should the 
movement fail.” After almost twenty years of existence 
the Universalist Society of Niagara Falls had ceased 
meeting only four or five years before J Allen Johnson, 

WW Kincaid, Adin B. Chase and their associates revived a liberal church in the city in 
1913. In fact many of the original 34 Unitarian members had been Universalists 
(including Addie York, widow of the Rev. Frank York, Universalist minister felled by 
typhoid fever in 1905.) Also AUA had suggested that at a possible future time they could 
“sell the building at an appreciated price and build a churchly structure elsewhere,” 

recalled Rev. Swift. 
  The building‘s exterior is basically the same as when it 
was dedicated in 1922. It took four years with church 
members doing much of the work to floor Unity Hall which 
was completed in 1926. The front of the sanctuary was 
once a stage; it was remodeled in 1955. Unity Hall was 
also remodeled in 1955. 
  Thanks to Yvonne Stocker who enlarged several 
photographs of the church under construction. You can 
see them in Unity Hall. 
JanetJanetJanetJanet     
 



UU Niagara Activities – February 2012  
 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

      

10am –  
Caring  Circle 
11am - FUUtures  
1:30pm – 
Stewardship 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10am – Adult 
Discussion  
11am - Sunday 
Service 
12pm - Potluck 
Luncheon 

     

Healthy 
Congregations 
9am –  
Work Party I 

12 13 14 `15 16 17 18 

10am – Adult 
Discussion  
11am - Sunday 
Service 
 

 
7pm –  
Book Group 
 

   

9:30am - Worship  
Associate 
Training 
6pm –  
Movie Night 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

10am – Adult 
Discussion  
11am - Sunday 
Service 
 

     9am –  
Work Party II 

26 27 28 29    

10am – Adult 
Discussion  
11am - Sunday 
Service 
 

      

 
 

If you have comments, arguments or articles you may submit them to the editor either electronically 
yvonnestocker@gmail.com or by mail 4118 Bell Street, Niagara Falls NY 14305-1606 or phone 716 278-0176 

YvonneYvonneYvonneYvonne     


